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MALAYSIA SQUASH

India’s Lokesh Subramani won the boys’ Under-17 title at the Malaysia
Squash Junior Open, beating local challenger Muhammad Ifwat Zulkifli in
straight games in the final in Kuala Lumpur today. Lokesh, seeded second,
defeated his opponent 11-6, 11-2, 11-8.

Aadya Budhia and Aryaman Singh reached the semifinals in the
Under-17 girls’ and boys’ categories, while Divyanshi Jain in Under-13 girls
category, Avisha Agarwal in Uner-11 girlscategory and Shravin Jain in
Under-19 boys category made it to the quarterfinals.

Net/1627 hrs

SINGHAL EPI 18.10.26

MAHARASHTRA- ROAD ACCIDENT In Maharashtra, five people, including an 11-
year-old boy, were Kkilled in a road accident in Beed district this morning. According to
officials, the accident occurred at Shindewadi Cross Road on the Khamgaon-Pandharpur
National Highway in Majalgaon tehsil, about 55 kilometres from the district
headquarters. The victims, all residents of Majalgaon, were travelling to Tuljapur in
neighbouring Dharashiv district when their car reportedly swerved to avoid potholes
and collided head-on with a State Road Transport Corporation bus coming from the
opposite direction.

VIKAS/PTI/1630
SANJIO DP-11 18-10-26

IMF- WORLD ECONOMY The International Monetary Fund's policy-setting committee
has warned that wars, trade tensions, energy disruptions and rising debt threaten
global economic stability, despite better-than-expected growth resilience. In a
statement after its 54th meeting in Bangkok yesterday, the International Monetary and
Financial Committee (IMFC) said ongoing conflicts, supply chain disruptions and
geopolitical tensions could drive up commodity prices and worsen food and energy



insecurity, particularly in vulnerable countries. The committee flagged high public debt,
rising bond yields and refinancing pressures as key risks to financial stability, warning
that governments have less capacity to absorb further shocks. It also noted that rapid
advances in artificial intelligence could boost productivity and investment but may
amplify existing economic and financial vulnerabilities. The IMFC called for credible
fiscal policies, central bank independence and stronger international cooperation to
address trade tensions, global imbalances and sovereign debt challenges.

<<<>>> JPG/IANS/1222
SANJIO DP-1 18-10-2026

RAJINATH - SCO TAJIKISTAN Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will visit Dushanbe in
Tajikistan to represent India at the 25th Meeting of the Council of Heads of Government
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). The two-day meeting will start
tomorrow. The Defence Ministry said that the meeting will focus on strengthening
multilateral cooperation among SCO Member States, particularly in the areas of trade,
economy, investment, connectivity, innovation and cultural-humanitarian exchanges. It
added that the meeting is expected to review the progress of ongoing cooperation
initiatives and consider decisions regarding the Organisation's financial and institutional
functioning. The meeting will also provide an opportunity for India to exchange views
with other SCO Member States on advancing practical and mutually beneficial
cooperation within the Organisation.

<><>SAMARTH/AKSHIT/1210
SINGHAL EP- II 18.10.26
UKRAINE STRIKE - RUSSIA

Ukrainian forces launched one of their largest aerial assaults on
Russia today, sending more than 1,000 drones across the country and
setting an oil export terminal ablaze in St. Petersburg. Governor Alexander
Beglov said one person was killed and five were injured in the attack,
which sparked fires at both the Petersburg Oil Terminal and the city's Ruchi
oil depot.

Russia's Defense Ministry said that its forces had destroyed 1,015
Ukrainian drones over 15 Russian regions, as well as Russian controlled
Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea and the Black Sea. Russian forces launched
two attacks on the southern Ukrainian city of Zaporizhzhia, killing a woman
and injuring at least two other people.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy condemned Russia's
continued aerial strikes on Ukraine's energy infrastructure, accusing



Moscow of violating an energy ceasefire announced by US President
Donald Trump. In a social media post, Zelenskyy said Russia had carried
out 76 attacks targeting Ukraine's energy, oil and gas sectors in the week
since Trump's announcement, despite his call for both sides to halt such
strikes. <><><>

RUPESH/PTI/1644HRS
SINGHAL EPII 18.10.26
EVE. ASIAN PARA GAMES 2026

The Asian Para Games 2026 began today in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan,
bringing together around 3,000 athletes from 45 National Paralympic
Committees. The fifth edition of the continental sporting event will run until
October 24, featuring competitions across 18 sports. The opening
ceremony was held at Paloma Mizuho Stadium in Nagoya under the theme,
“"WABI: We Are Beautiful Individuals”. Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi welcomed athletes and officials from across Asia.

Para-badminton player Pramod Bhagat and sprinter Simran Sharma
are leading the Indian contingent as flag-bearers. India has sent a 281-
member contingent, including 168 athletes and 113 officials and support
staff. The athletes, comprising 112 men and 56 women, will compete in 11
disciplines. The Indian squad includes prominent para-athletes such as
javelin thrower Sumit Antil, shooter Avani Lekhara, archer Sheetal Devi,
sprinter Simran Sharma, Pramod Bhagat and Bhavina Patel.

The event will be streamed live on the Waves OTT app and Prasar
Bharati Sports' YouTube channel.

<><><>
VIKAS/NET/CB/1519

SANJIO DP-I 18-10-2026
NABIN - GWALIOR - KOLKATA

BJP President and Rajya Sabha MP Nitin Nabin expressed
sadness over the loss of lives in the horrific road accident near the
Sheetla Mata Temple in Gwalior. In a social media post, Mr Nabin



described the incident as extremely heartbreaking. He conveyed
his condolences to the families who have lost their loved ones in
this tragedy. He also prayed to Goddess Durga to grant peace to
the departed souls, provide swift recovery to the injured, and
bestow patience and strength upon the grieving families during
this difficult time.

He also expressed grief over the tragic loss of lives in the
heartbreaking incident at the Chorbagan Sarbojanin Puja pandal in Kolkata.
Mr Nabin said that the administration is providing all possible assistance to
the affected individuals. He prayed to goddess Durga that she grants peace
to the departed souls, ensures swift recovery for the injured, and bestows
strength and patience upon the grieving families to endure this
immeasurable sorrow.

<><>NITIKA/AKSHIT/1345
SANJIO DP-1 18-10-26
FSSAI- NOTICE

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has issued
notices to major manufacturers over alleged misleading labelling and
advertising of ready-to-drink dairy beverages. In a social media statement,
the regulator said it found discrepancies between product packaging and
online advertisements, particularly in coffee-flavoured milk drinks labelled
as “Flavoured Milk” on the front but classified as “Proprietary Food” on the
back.

FSSAI said the products fall under the standardised “Flavoured Milk”
category and flagged violations of food labelling and advertising
regulations.

The manufacturers have been asked to explain why action should not
be initiated under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006. Further action
could include stopping non-compliant advertisements and issuing corrective
ads. The move aims to ensure accurate product labelling and protect
consumers from misleading claims.

<<<>>> JPG/ANI/1328
SINGHAL EPII 18.10.26



EVE WB- PANDAL- STAMPEDE

In West Bengal, a local court today remanded seven people arrested
in connection with the Chorbagan Durga Puja pandal stampede to 10 days
of police custody. The stampede occurred last evening following a surge in
the crowd amid rain, claiming 19 lives and leaving 25 injured.

Those arrested include the puja committee’s secretary and vice-
president, along with two employees of a private security agency. Police
have registered a case of culpable homicide not amounting to murder in
connection with the incident.

Earlier, Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari announced formation of a
high-level committee to review safety arrangements at major Durga Puja
pandals across the state.

State government has announced compensation of 25 lakh rupees
and a job for the family of each deceased person. Centre has also
announced ex-gracia of two lakh rupees to the next of kin of deceased
persons, and fifty thousand rupees to those injured .

An investigation by the Special Task Force has also been initiated to
establish accountability for the incident.

<><><> VIKAS/ANI/PTI/CB/1753

SINGHAL EP-II
18.10.2026

DELHI HALF MARATHON

Kenya's Charles Matata shattered the course record to win the men's
elite race at the Delhi Half Marathon, while Ethiopia's Wudinesh Alemu took
the women's crown as nearly 40,000 people turned up on the streets of the
national capital this morning. Matata clocked 58 minutes and 52 seconds to
complete the 21.097 km distance at the iconic Jawahar Lal Nehru Stadium
and better the previous course record of 58:53, set by Ethiopia's
Amedework Walelegn in 2020, by one second. It was also Matata's
personal best in the half marathon, bettering his earlier PB of 59:15
recorded in May this year.

Net/1631 hrs



