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SINGHAL DP-I 20-10-2026
RAJNATH SCO MEETING

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) must convert the political vision of its leaders into
practical cooperation that is visible in the lives of the people of the region.



Addressing the SCO Council of Heads of Government meeting in Tajikistan
today, Mr Singh said that the organisation’s 25-year journey provided an
opportunity to review its achievements and discuss its future direction. The
Minister emphasised that the three pillars of security, connectivity and
opportunity are mutually reinforcing and essential for achieving tangible
benefits for the people.
BYTE- RAJNATH SINGH
Mr Singh said terrorism remains one of the gravest threats to peace
and development of the region. He said that terrorism causes the loss of
innocent lives, disrupts investment and economic capabilities, radicalises
societies and deprives young people of opportunities. Mr Singh asserted
that there can be no justification for terrorism, no double standards in
combating it, and no place for those who finance, support or provide safe
havens to terrorists. He called for collectively dismantling the entire
ecosystem of terrorism.
BYTE- RAJNATH SINGH
The Minister said that India supports initiatives that link markets,
facilitate trade and create new development opportunities. He said that the
International North-South Transport Corridor and Chabahar Port could
significantly contribute to connecting Central Asia with wider markets. Mr
Singh stressed that connectivity projects must be based on consultation
and respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the countries.
BYTE- RAJNATH SINGH
Mr Singh also highlighted India’s experience in harnessing technology
and innovation for development. He said India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure has transformed public service delivery and expanded
financial inclusion, while the country has built one of the world’s largest
startup ecosystems.
BYTE- RAJNATH SINGH
The Minister also said that India will host the first SCO Civilisation
Dialogue Forum later this year and invited all SCO member states to
participate.
AKSHIT/1234

SINGHAL DP-I 20.10.2026
IND NZ FTA-REAX



Secretary General of the Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT),
Praveen Khandelwal has said that the India-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) reflects the growing confidence in India’s manufacturing
capabilities and strengthens the vision of Local to Global. Mr Khandelwal
said that the agreement opens major export opportunities for Indian
textiles and apparel, leather and footwear, gems and jewellery, engineering
goods, automobiles and auto components, pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
agricultural produce and processed food products. He said that Zero-duty
access will enhance the price competitiveness of Indian goods, benefiting
MSMEs, artisans, farmers, manufacturers, women entrepreneurs and
exporters.

BYTE- PRAVEEN KHANDELWAL
https://x.com/ians_india/status/2112403214041862256?s=20

Mr Khandelwal noted that under this agreement, New Zealand will
facilitate 20 billion dollars in investments in India, while also expanding
opportunities for Indian professionals and youth. He also urged Indian
traders, manufacturers and MSMEs to seize this opportunity and strengthen
the global presence of Made in India products.

Engineering Export Promotion Council (EEPC) Chairman, Pankaj
Chadha also welcomed the agreement and said that the agreement offers
engineering goods exporters, especially MSMEs, the opportunity to diversify
their product portfolio. He stated that India's engineering exports to New
Zealand grew from 129.8 million US dollar in 2024-25 to 140.5 million US
dollar in 2025-26, showing steady growth momentum.

<><>SAUMYA/AKSHIT/1344 HRS

SINGHAL EP-1 20.10.2026
JAISHANKAR UAE

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today met the Deputy Prime
Minister of UAE, Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Mumbai.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Jaishankar said that this year despite global
headwinds and regional challenges, our economic partnership continues to
set new benchmarks. He also informed that the bilateral trade has crossed



the 100 Billion US dollars mark since the signing of the CEPA. He further
said that two-way investments continue to grow refelecting the confidence
of our business in each other’s economies. Dr. Jaishankar said that
cooperation in defence, energy technology are acquiring a strategic
character adding that the people to people ties continue to enrich the lives
of our communities.
(BYTE)
C PRARTHNA/MUMBAI/ MAIL 1433 HRS

PARAS EP I
20.10.26

JAISHANKAR MARCO RUBIO

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar held talks with US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio in Mumbai this afternoon. The US Secretary of State
arrived in Mumbai earlier today. He was received by Maharashtra
government's Culture Minister, Ashish Shelar at the airport. This is
Secretary Rubio's second visit to India. External Affairs Ministry said in a
social media post that the visit provides an opportunity to further advance
cooperation across the various pillars of the India-US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership.

<><>Suparna/1647 hrs

PARAS EP-II
20.10.2026

ASIAN PARA GAMES - 1800

India continued its strong performance at the Asian Para
Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan today, as India’s medal tally has
risen to 34 including nine gold, eleven silver and fourteen bronze.

Indians swept all the three medals in the men's discus throw
F44/64 event. Devender Kumar clinched gold with a throw of
49.71m and 781 points, while Rakesh took silver with 49.35m and
771 points. Pardeep Kumar completed the sweep with bronze,
setting a new personal best of 51.15m with 669 points. In Men’s



High Jump T47 event, Nishad Kumar bagged gold with a Jump of
2.04 metre in the final. Nishad becomes the third Indian to win
two gold medals in single edition of Asian Para Games. Yesterday,
he won gold medal in the men’s long jump T47 event with a best
effort of 7.11 meter.

India's Pranav Soorma won gold in men's discus throw
F51/52/53 event, scoring 932 points and also setting a new Asian record of
11.66 metre in F51 event, while Ram Ratan Singh clinched silver with a
throw of 10.35 metre scoring 809 points in the same event.

In the Women’s 200m T12 final, Simran clinched gold clocking 24.80
seconds, setting a new games record. While, Tejalben Damor also secured
bronze clocking 25.23 seconds in the same event.

Indian para-athlete Deepthi Jeevanji won gold in the women’s 400-
metre T20 event, setting a new Games record with a time of 56.36
seconds.

In Powerlifting, Ashok won silver in the men’s 65-kilogram category
with a lift of 192 kilograms. Shooter Manish Narwal also secured silver in
the men’s 10-metre air pistol SH1 event, scoring 233.7 points. Shrishti
Arora won bronze in the women’s 10-metre air pistol SH1 event, marking
an impressive debut at the Games.

In Javelin throw, Pradeep Kumar won silver with a personal best
throw of 27.45 metres, while Ayush Verma claimed bronze with a throw of
17.88 metres.

Swimmer Himanshu Nandal won bronze in the men’s 400-metre
freestyle S11 event clocking 5 minutes and 10.91 seconds to finish third.

India also won five bronze medals in para table tennis today. Jehan
Dorab Madan won bronze in Men’s Singles Class 1 event after losing 3-nil
to South Korean Kim Hyeonuk. Baby Sahana Ravi also secure bronze in
women's singles Class 9 event while, Prachi Pandey secure bronze women's
singles Class 6 event. Bhavina Patel secured bronze after facing a 3-nil
defeat to China's Zhang Bian in the Women's Singles Class 4-5 semi-finals.
Sonalben Patel also secured a bronze in the women's singles Class 3 event
after losing her semi-final against South Korea's Yoon Jiyu in straight
games.



In Para Archery, India has assured itself of at least five medals, with
three Indian pairs reaching their respective finals. The recurve men's pair
of Harvinder Singh and Vijay Sundi, the recurve women's pair of Bhawna
and Pooja, and the compound women's pair of Sheetal Devi and Payal Nag
advanced to their gold medal match. In the individual events, Swati
Chaudhary became the first Indian woman W1 archer to reach the final,
while Sheetal Devi advanced to the women's compound final. <><><>

RUPESH/NET/1750 hrs
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20.10.2026
REV EVE PUNJAB-AMIT SHAH

Union Home Minister, Amit Shah today met the family members of
those who had been been killed in Punjab's Mansa and Gurdaspur,
recently, for raising their voices against drug menace in the state. During
his day-long visit, he also met the family of Gulzar Singh, who had
committed suicide allegedly when his pleas were not heard by the state
government against the sale of drugs which made his son a drug addict.

Later, briefing media in Ludhiana, the Home Minister said that the
situation of the family membera has shaken him. He blamed the Aam
Aadmi Government in Punjab for protecting the drug traffickers. He said
that gangs are working in districts to protect drug-traffickers. He told Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann that he would not be able to handle other two
cases also and hand them over to CBI as well.

(S/B-HM)

Akashvani Jalandhar Correspondent reports that the Home Minister
promised to Punjab that the case of Parvinder Singh Jhotha, which the
Chief Minister handed over to CBI, today morning, will thoroughly be taken
care of and none involved in this episode will be spared. He assured that
by December, 2029, Punjab will made drug free and those involved will be
put behind bars.

(S/B-HM)

Families have also expressed satisfaction after meeting the Home

Minister. Bhim Singh, father of Parvinder Singh Jhota said.....
(S/B-FATHER)

Jhota was shot dead by a chemist Ashwani Kumar in Mansa when he

objected to the sale of synthetic drug by the chemist. His family has not



yet cremated his mortal remains even after a week of his murder till the
justice is delivered. A family member of Vikramjit Singh, who was allegedly
killed by drug-traffickers for objecting to them for selling drugs in Batala,
Gurdaspur, told media..

(S/B-LADY)

Later, Mr. Shah participated in Dussehra ceremony at Ludhiana
where the burning of Ravna's effigy has symbolically been themed as
'Ravan of Chitta.' During his address he assured that by the end of 2029,
the 'Ravana of Drugs' will also be burnt to free Punjab from drugs
<><><>

Rajesh
Bali/Jalandhar/MAIL/1804

SINGHAL DP-I 20.10.2026
WWF-GREEN DIWALI

World Wide Fund for Nature - India’s Programme Centre - Resource
Partner has launched a nationwide Green Diwali Campaign and urged
citizens to avoid firecrackers and celebrate a clean and green Diwali in line
with Mission LIiFE (Lifestyle for Environment). The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change said that the campaign will run till the 8" of
next month. The Ministry informed that the campaign will reach schools,
colleges, educational institutions, resident welfare associations and local
communities, with a special focus on the 130 cities covered under the
National Clean Air Programme.

As part of the campaign, citizens are encouraged to take the Green
Diwali Pledge to avoid firecrackers, encourage family and neighbours to do
the same, use diyas and energy-efficient lights, avoid single-use plastic,
segregate waste and choose local products. The Ministry said that
educational institutions and community groups are encouraged to organise
pledge drives during assemblies, classes, rallies and community meetings.
Citizens are also encouraged to take WWF-India’s Carbon Footprint Survey
to understand how their daily activities and consumption contribute to their
environmental footprint and identify more sustainable habits.

<><>RISHU/AKSHIT/1315 HRS



