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PREZ - SARAS MELA

President Droupadi Murmu will inaugurate the National SARAS
Livelihoods Mela 2026 at Punnami Ghat in Vijayawada today. For the first
time, the national-level fair is being held outside the Delhi-National Capital
Region. A report:
[V/C - ALLU MURALI]

The National SARAS Mela 2026, being held in Vijayawada,
provides a platform for rural women from Self-Help Groups across




the country to showcase their products, reach wider markets and
strengthen their livelihoods. Organised by the Union Ministry of
Rural Development in association with the Andhra Pradesh

government, the fair brings together around one thousand five
hundred women entrepreneurs and artisans. More than 650 stalls
display traditional handloom products, handicrafts, organic goods
and household items. The mela also features regional food, live
demonstrations of traditional crafts and training in packaging,
branding and online marketing. National SARAS Mela highlights
the Lakhpati Didi _initiative, which aims to help rural women

achieve sustainable incomes and financial independence. Allu

Murali, Akashvani News, Vijayawada

ALLU MURALI,
VIJAYWADA, MAIL, 0719
SHUKLA MP-1 15.10.2026

PM-LADAKH PROJECTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate and dedicate to the
nation five major development projects worth around three thousand three
hundred 50 crore rupees in Ladakh today through video conferencing. The
projects aim to strengthen connectivity, improve energy infrastructure,
conserve cultural heritage and enhance water security in the region. He will
also address the gathering on the occasion. The Prime Minister will
inaugurate the New Passenger Terminal Building at Kushok Bakula
Rimpochee Airport, Leh, built at a cost of 640 crore rupees. The modern
terminal is spread over 23,800 square metres and designed to handle 35
lakh passengers annually.

The Prime Minister will dedicate to the nation the 298-km-long
Nimmu-Padum-Darcha Road, constructed by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO). Connecting Nimmu in Leh with Darcha in Himachal
Pradesh through the remote Zanskar Valley, the road provides an
alternative connectivity corridor to Ladakh, supplementing the Srinagar-Leh
and Manali-Leh highways.

Mr. Modi will also inaugurate the nine Mega Watt Hanu Small
Hydroelectric Project and the 66 kV Double-Circuit Dah-Hanu-Khaltsi
Transmission Line. The projects will strengthen power evacuation
infrastructure and improve the reliability of Ladakh’s electricity network. Mr



Modi will inaugurate India’s first Petroglyph Conservation Park at Sindhu
Ghat, Leh and 40 water bodies developed across 40 villages under Project
Him Sarovar.

CB/ABHINAV/ANKIT/0452

BISHAL DP-I 15-10-2026
SITHARAMAN-UK CHANCELLOR

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met the UK Chancellor of
the Exchequer, John Healey on the sidelines of the annual meetings in
Bangkok today. In a social media post, the Finance Ministry said that they
discussed the successful conclusion of the 4th India-UK Financial Markets
Dialogue, FinTech meetings and associated IUKFP meetings, building on
the outcomes of the last Economic and Financial Dialogue. During the
meeting, the Finance Minister reaffirmed India's commitment to working
closely with UK towards shared priorities and a constructive, inclusive G20
process. Ms Sitharaman also informed him that India is looking forward to
the 14th Economic and Financial Dialogue (EFD) with proposed
collaboration in critical minerals, Green Tech and city-region partnerships.
Both sides affirmed the next EFD to be held in December this year.

PRIYA/1044HRS
BISHAL:: KAMINI DP-II 15.10.2026
REV. UAE-JAISHANKAR

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar said that the countries are
responding to the changing global order according to their specific
situations, exploring new partnerships and fresh options. He cited the
India-UAE partnership of the last decade as a great example of the two
nations responding to the changing global environment. Dr Jaishankar is on
an official visit to the UAE to participate in the 2nd edition of Raisina Middle
East event. He arrived in Abu Dhabi last evening and was welcomed upon
arrival by UAE Minister of State for International Cooperation Reem Al
Hashimy. Speaking at the Raisina Middle East event in Abu Dhabi,
Jaishankar joined UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan for a session on ‘The World Ahead: Power,
Purpose & Possibility’.

In their conversation, Dr Jaishankar said it is important to recognise
the pace of change in the global order, which reflects both long-term
trends and immediate shocks. He noted that the countries respond to this
according to their specific situations, exploring partnerships and fresh



options in that pursuit. This also involves going beyond traditional comfort
zones and developing sharper strategic awareness, he added. He further
underlined the importance of urgent reform of multilateralism, supported
through stronger minilateralism. Dr. Jaishankar cited India-UAE partnership
of the last decade as a great example of the two nations responding to the
changing global environment. Dr. Jaishankar also held a meeting with UAE
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan, which he described as a warm and productive meeting. The two
sides exchanged perspectives on bilateral and global issues in the spirit of
the India-UAE Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. The External Affairs
Minister also met Georgia's Foreign Minister Maka Botchorishvili. He said
India-Georgia ties, including in trade, tourism and education, have been
expanding. The two sides discussed further deepening cooperation in
business, connectivity, culture and people-to-people domains. They also
discussed the current regional developments.

<><>Manish Shiva/Dubai/MAIL/1032 HRS

BISHAL DP-I 15-10-2026
RAJNATH - DEFENCE CONCLAVE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that India is exporting
indigenous defence products to nearly 100 countries worldwide. He said
that India’s defence exports have surged from just 686 crore rupees in
2013-14 to more than 38 thousand crore rupees in 2025-26. Speaking at
the Times Now Defence Conclave 2026 in New Delhi today, Mr Singh said,

India has achieved more than 90 percent self-reliance in Ammunition
Variants. He highlighted that today, out of 175 Ammunition Variants in the
Indian Army's inventory, 159 are indigenous.

(Byte - Rajnath Singh)

The Minister said, over the past twelve and a half years, defence
sector has not only expanded its capabilities but has also undergone a
significant strategic shift in its approach to strengthening national security.
He said that the government is building a defence ecosystem that not only
strengthens national security and drives economic growth but also
reinforces India’s role in the global security architecture. The Minister

said, India’s armed forces are fully prepared to face any challenge. Mr
Singh said that today security forces have neutralized most of the terrorists



within a year of their taking up arms against India.
(Byte - Rajnath Singh)

<><>DIPENDRA/1133HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 15.10.2026
MAHILA KISAN DIWAS

The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare will celebrate the
national-level celebration of Mahila Kisan Diwas 2026 in New Delhi today to
recognize the women’s contribution to Indian Agriculture. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare said that women, being an integral part of
India's agricultural system play several pivotal roles from sowing,
transplanting and harvesting to livestock management, seed conservation,
and natural resource management. With their traditional knowledge in
biodiversity conservation, entrepreneurial initiatives and adoption of
sustainable agricultural practices, women strengthen rural livelihoods and
enhance agricultural resilience. The Ministry said that the event will also
coincide with the United Nations (UN) International Day of Rural Women
which bears the theme Role of Women Farmers in Building Developed
Agriculture and a Developed India. It further underscored that it is women
farmers’ contribution that is making Indian agriculture more productive and
self-reliant. The Ministry highlighted that the UN has declared 2026 as the
International Year of the Woman Farmer (IYWF 2026) providing a global
platform to recognize their contribution to agrifood systems. The
declaration also highlighted the need to enhance opportunities for women
in agriculture and strengthen their access to resources, technology and
institutional support.

The event will also be celebrated across States and UTs, Extension
Education Institutes, SAMETIs and MANAGE. The event which will focus on
the importance of women's empowerment in achieving agricultural
progress and rural prosperity will be attended by elected representatives,
officials, scientists, extension workers, and other stakeholders, alongside
50-100 women farmers.

CB/ABHINAV/SUPARNA/0700

SHUKLA:: KAMINI DP-II 15.10.2026
UAE-JAISHANKAR
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has called for the urgent



reform of multilateral institutions to better reflect the changing global
order. Speaking at the Raisina Dialogue's Middle East edition in Abu Dhabi,
he said that stronger cooperation among smaller groups of countries, or
minilateralism, can effectively support this process. During his three-day
official visit to the UAE, Dr Jaishankar held a bilateral meeting with UAE
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan. The two leaders reviewed bilateral ties and exchanged views on
regional and global issues within the framework of their Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. Citing the India-UAE partnership over the past
decade, Dr. Jaishankar noted how both nations have successfully adapted
to a changing global environment. His visit aims to further review the
progress of cooperation across key areas including trade, investment,
energy, and security.

SAKSENA/PTI/0942 HRS

BISHAL:: KAMINI DP-1 15.10.2026
DAY INDIA CANADA TALKS

Canada’s Minister of International Trade Maninder Sidhu has said that
trade talks between India and Canada are gaining momentum and
negotiations on the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) are expected to conclude this year. Mr Sidhu, who arrived in
Mumbai yesterday, said the progress towards concluding the agreement
would take bilateral relations to new heights and further strengthen the
economic partnership between the two countries. Leading a 300-member
trade delegation to India, Mr Sidhu said the CEPA could help more than
double bilateral trade from the current 30 billion US dollars to 70 billion
dollars by 2030. Meanwhile, Union Minister for Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal said India and Canada were embarking on a promising new
chapter in their relationship. In a post on X, Mr Goyal said the two
ministers discussed how the CEPA could provide a strong foundation for
expanding bilateral trade and investment ties. He added that combining
India’s scale, manufacturing capabilities and skilled workforce with
Canada’s strengths in technology, resources and innovation could help
build more resilient supply chains and create new business opportunities in
both countries.
<><><> C PRARTHNA, MUMBAI/MAIL/0947 HRS



SHUKLA MP-I 15.10.2026
PM-ASIAN GAMES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with the Indian contingent
that participated in the Asian Games 2026 in New Delhi today. The Prime
Minister will also address the gathering on the occasion.

India finished fourth in the medal tally at the Asian Games held in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, winning 85 medals, including 21 gold, 27 silver and
37 bronze. This marked India’s second consecutive finish among the top
five nations at the Asian Games, reflecting the country’s growing
competitiveness across a diverse range of sporting disciplines. India also
recorded several notable achievements at the Games, including historic
performances in recurve archery, gold medals for both the men’s and
women'’s hockey teams in the same edition, and maiden medals in soft
tennis and mixed martial arts. Other significant achievements included
India’s first-ever gold medal in the women’s trap event, a silver medal in
weightlifting at the Asian Games after a gap of 28 years, and a silver medal
in Greco-Roman wrestling, ending a 64-year wait for an Indian finalist in
the discipline.

CB/RISHU/ANKIT/0454
SHUKLA MP-II 15.10.2026

CRICKET - 4TH T201I

In Men's Cricket, West Indies defeated India by 24 runs in the fourth
T20 International in Hyderabad last night. Chasing a target of 248 runs set
by West Indies, India scored 223 for nine in 19.3 overs. Sanju Samson was
top scorer with 56 runs. Tilak Varma scored 43 runs. Arshdeep Singh
retired hurt with 5 runs. For West Indies, Keemo Paul scalped 5 wickets.

Earlier, put into bat, West Indies posted 247 runs for the loss of
three wickets in stipulated 20 overs. West Indies Captain Shai Hope scored
unbeaten 102 runs off 50 balls. Shai Hope was adjudged The Player of the
Match. The five-match series is now levelled at 2-2. The last match of the
series will be played on 17th of this month at M.Chinnaswamy Stadium,
Bengaluru.
CB/NET/0445

SANJIO EP-1 14.10.2026
EVE- IMD



India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange colour
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab,
Delhi, Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal tomorrow. The
Weather agency has forecast heavy rainfall in Coastal Andhra Pradesh and
South Interior Karnataka tomorrow. According to IMD, East Rajasthan,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Punjab, Uttarakhand and West Uttar Pradesh
will experience thunderstorms accompanied with hailstorm tomorrow. The
Met Department has predicted thunderstorms accompanied with lightning
and gusty winds over Chhattisgarh, Interior Karnataka, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Telangana and West Madhya Pradesh
for the next two to three days. Similar conditions will prevail over Himachal
Pradesh, East Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Maharashtra, Konkan, Goa, Coastal
Karnataka and Lakshadweep till Saturday. Meanwhile, Coastal Karnataka,
Konkan and Goa will also witness hot and humid weather tomorrow.

<><>ARZOO/SUPARNA/2047



