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SEKHON IAF MARATHON

The Indian Air Force Chief, Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, today flagged
off the second edition of the Sekhon Indian Air Force Marathon at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi. The marathon is organised in
memory of Flying Officer Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon, the only recipient of the
Param Vir Chakra from the Indian Air Force. The event celebrates the
speed, endurance and supersonic spirit of the Air Warriors, while inspiring
citizens to push their limits and run for national unity. The marathon is
being held in three categories of 21 kilometres, 10 kilometres and 5
kilometres. Winners of the run will be awarded cash prizes of up to one
lakh rupees.

Flying Officer Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon displayed exceptional courage
during the 1971 India-Pakistan War. While defending the Srinagar airfield,
he single-handedly engaged six Pakistani Sabre jets in his Folland Gnat. His
extraordinary bravery, exemplary leadership and complete disregard for
personal safety continue to remain an enduring part of the highest
traditions of the Indian Air Force.
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US- VIKSIT BHARAT UNITY RUN

In the United States, a large number of Indian Americans gathered at
Gravelly Point Park in Virginia for a Viksit Bharat Unity Run organized by
the Indian Embassy. The event combined running, yoga and meditation
with a message of fitness and community participation. Held just outside
Washington and close to the Potomac River, the event brought together
members of the Indian diaspora and others as part of an initiative
highlighting fitness and unity.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Fit India Movement in
2019 as a national campaign aimed at encouraging Indians to make
physical activity and sports part of their daily lives.
<<<>>> KAUMUDEE/IANS/1013
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AP-DEEP TECH POLICY

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has sought the
cooperation of IIT alumni and professionals in advancing technology and
education initiatives in the State.

Addressing the media after the Pan-IIT Andhra Pradesh Summit 2026
in Vijayawada, he said the proposed Pan-IIT World Council in Amaravati
would facilitate cooperation between IIT alumni, educational institutions
and industry.

Mr. Naidu said the Pan-IIT Council would provide recommendations
for the State’s Deep Tech Policy, covering areas including artificial
intelligence, quantum computing, semiconductors, space and defence,
healthcare and agritech.

He said Andhra Pradesh had set a target of contributing 50 lakh Al-
skilled professionals towards the national target of one crore.

The Pan-IIT Amaravati Declaration 2026 was released during the
summit. It proposes a permanent Pan-IIT Amaravati Council, a 500-crore-
rupee venture fund for Deep Tech startups, 10 Industry Chairs in
educational institutions and a network of 100 global IIT mentors.

The Chief Minister said the initiatives would support research,
startups and industry-academia collaboration in the State.

ALLU MURALI, VIJAYAWADA, MAIL, 0819
SHUKLA::AARTI MP-1 04.10.2026



KARNATAKA- HOCKEY TEAM WELCOME

The Golden girls of Indian hockey were accorded -celebratory
welcome at Kempegowda airport after their victorious return from Asian
Games in Japan. The Indian Women team has secured the Asian Games
Gold medal for the country after a gap of 44 years. The jubilant team
members were received by the Regional Director of Sports Authority of
India Vishnu Sudhakaran a little after midnight. The team members were
garlanded and felicitated with traditional Mysuru petha in recognition of
their outstanding achievement in Hockey. The players were trained at SAI
Bengaluru and after their successful campaign in the Asian Games, will
return to their respective home states for a short visit. SAI Bengaluru will
commence its National Coaching camp after a short gap to prepare our
players for upcoming international competitions.

SUDHINDRA, BENGALURU, MAIL, 0712
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UKRAINE- RUSSIA CONFLICT

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said that Ukraine would
intensify attacks on Russian oil refineries in response to a new Russian
policy of airstrikes aimed at forcing civilians to leave Kyiv and other
Ukrainian cities. Zelenskyy said Ukrainian intelligence services had obtained
documents indicating that Russian President Vladimir Putin had ordered a
new military doctrine that expands the range of civilian targets that could
be attacked ahead of the winter. According to Zelenskyy, the shift was
driven by Putin's desire to project strength as Russian forces face setbacks
in a key frontline region and suffer rising casualties. Meanwhile, there was
no comment from Kremlin. Earlier, Russia's Foreign Ministry said Moscow
would continue carrying out as systematic strikes against targets in
retaliation for Ukrainian attacks on Russian territory in recent months.

VIKAS/NET/0645
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NITI Aayog Member Rajiv Gauba has emphasised the need for
regulatory frameworks to evolve alongside a rapidly changing geopolitical,
technological and economic environment. He emphasised that the



challenge before policymakers is not to choose between regulation and
growth, but to develop regulations that manage risks while supporting
innovation, competition and investment. Mr Gauba stated this while
addressing the plenary session on “Regulatory Oversight in an Age of
Disruption” at the 5th Kautilya Economic Conclave in New Delhi yesterday.
Emphasising the need for a proportionate approach, Mr Gauba said
regulatory requirements should be calibrated to the nature and
consequences of the risks involved.

The Ministry of External Affairs has summoned the Chargé d'Affaires
of Pakistan High Commission to lodge India’s strong protest over the
continued facilitation of illegal cross-border infiltration from Pakistan. India
also categorically rejected the baseless and motivated allegations regarding
an incident in the Ferozepur sector, Punjab, along the International Border
on Friday.

<><><>

Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through
Upgraded ITIs (PM-SETU) has completed one year today. The PM-SETU
scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship was
launched on 4th of October last year. The initiative seeks to strengthen
industry-led governance, upgrade training infrastructure and promote
demand-driven courses in line with evolving workforce requirements.

<><><>

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall at isolated places over Kerala, Mahe, Tamilnadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal today. The IMD said that conditions are likely to become
favourable for further withdrawal of southwest monsoon from remaining
parts of Marathwada and Vidarbha, some more parts of Maharashtra
Chhattisgarh, Telangana and North interior Karnataka during next two
days.

<><><>

An earthquake of magnitude 5.9 struck Sumbawa region of Indonesia
early this morning. According to country’s meteorological agency, the
quake occurred at a depth of 10 kilometres. There were no reports of
damage or injuries.

<><><>



The Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games 2026 are set to conclude today,
bringing more than two weeks of exciting sporting action to an end. The
closing ceremony will be held at the Nagoya City Mizuho Park Athletic
Stadium in Japan, the same venue that hosted the opening ceremony, and
is scheduled to begin at 6 PM IST.India has put up an impressive
performance at this year's Games, securing fourth place in the overall
medal standings with a tally of 85 medals, including 21 gold, 27 silver and
37 bronze.

<><><>



