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SANJIO::RZ EP-1 14.10.2026

PREZ-VIJAYWADA

President Droupadi Murmu today offered prayers to Goddess Kanaka
Durga at the Sri Durga Malleswara Swamy Temple in Vijayawada. The
temple priests performed special rituals and blessed the President with
Vedic hymns. State Home Minister Vangalapudi Anitha, Vijayawada MP
Kesineni Chinni, temple chairman Radhakrishna and Executive Officer
Sheena Naik welcomed the President at the temple. Earlier, the President
arrived at Gannavaram Airport from Delhi in a special aircraft. Governor
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer, Union Ministers Kamlesh Paswan and Pemmasani
Chandra Sekhar, and several State Ministers received her at the airport.
She then proceeded to the temple by road.

During her two-day visit to Andhra Pradesh, the President will
inaugurate the National SARAS Mela 2026 in Vijayawada tomorrow.
<><><><> ALLU MURALI/ VIJAYWADA/ MAIL/ 2053

SHUKLA MP-1 15.10.2026
PM-LADAKH PROJECTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate and dedicate to the
nation five major development projects worth around three thousand three
hundred 50 crore rupees in Ladakh today through video conferencing. The
projects aim to strengthen connectivity, improve energy infrastructure,
conserve cultural heritage and enhance water security in the region. He will
also address the gathering on the occasion. The Prime Minister will
inaugurate the New Passenger Terminal Building at Kushok Bakula
Rimpochee Airport, Leh, built at a cost of 640 crore rupees. The modern
terminal is spread over 23,800 square metres and designed to handle 35



lakh passengers annually.

The Prime Minister will dedicate to the nation the 298-km-long
Nimmu-Padum-Darcha Road, constructed by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO). Connecting Nimmu in Leh with Darcha in Himachal
Pradesh through the remote Zanskar Valley, the road provides an
alternative connectivity corridor to Ladakh, supplementing the Srinagar-Leh
and Manali-Leh highways.

Mr. Modi will also inaugurate the nine Mega Watt Hanu Small
Hydroelectric Project and the 66 kV Double-Circuit Dah-Hanu-Khaltsi
Transmission Line. The projects will strengthen power evacuation
infrastructure and improve the reliability of Ladakh’s electricity network. Mr
Modi will inaugurate India’s first Petroglyph Conservation Park at Sindhu
Ghat, Leh and 40 water bodies developed across 40 villages under Project
Him Sarovar.

CB/ABHINAV/ANKIT/0452

SHUKLA MP-| 15.10.2026
UNION CABINET

Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved a
Productivity Linked Bonus (PLB) equivalent to 78 days' wages for over 11 lakh 40
thousand railway employees. Briefing media after the Cabinet meeting,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said government has
allocated over 2,009 crore rupees for this payout. The maximum bonus amount
payable per eligible employee is 17 thousand 951 rupees for the 78 days. It covers
Group C railway personnel, including track maintainers, loco pilots, train
managers (guards), station masters, supervisors, technicians, pointsmen, and
ministerial staff.

Cabinet has also approved the continuation of National Social Assistance
Programme (NSAP) for five years, covering the period from 2026-27 to 2030-31
with a total budget of 53 thousand 428 crore rupees. The programme is being
renamed as the Pradhan Mantri Samajik Sahayata Yojana. A total of 3.20 crore
beneficiaries across all 36 States and Union Territories will benefit from this social
security net expansion. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has
approved strategic restructuring of IDBI Bank. It was decided that 60.72% of the
equity stake in IDBI Bank will be sold to a strategic buyer. Canada-based Fairfax
Financial Holdings Ltd has been selected as the strategic buyer. Fairfax will



acquire a controlling 60.72% stake in the bank for a total purchase consideration
of over 52 thousand ,878 crore rupees.

CB/Dipendra/Anand/0535

SHUKLA MP-1 15.10.2026
MAHILA KISAN DIWAS

The Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare will celebrate the
national-level celebration of Mahila Kisan Diwas 2026 in New Delhi today to
recognize the women'’s contribution to Indian Agriculture. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare said that women, being an integral part of
India's agricultural system play several pivotal roles from sowing,
transplanting and harvesting to livestock management, seed conservation,
and natural resource management. With their traditional knowledge in
biodiversity conservation, entrepreneurial initiatives and adoption of
sustainable agricultural practices, women strengthen rural livelihoods and
enhance agricultural resilience. The Ministry said that the event will also
coincide with the United Nations (UN) International Day of Rural Women
which bears the theme Role of Women Farmers in Building Developed
Agriculture and a Developed India. It further underscored that it is women
farmers’ contribution that is making Indian agriculture more productive and
self-reliant. The Ministry highlighted that the UN has declared 2026 as the
International Year of the Woman Farmer (IYWF 2026) providing a global
platform to recognize their contribution to agrifood systems. The
declaration also highlighted the need to enhance opportunities for women
in agriculture and strengthen their access to resources, technology and
institutional support.

The event will also be celebrated across States and UTs, Extension
Education Institutes, SAMETIs and MANAGE. The event which will focus on
the importance of women's empowerment in achieving agricultural
progress and rural prosperity will be attended by elected representatives,
officials, scientists, extension workers, and other stakeholders, alongside
50-100 women farmers.

CB/ABHINAV/SUPARNA/0700

SANJIO EP-I 14.10.2026
RAJNATH SINGH-IIT FUNDRAISING
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today called for close collaboration



among the Defence Forces, DRDO, academic institutions, defence public
sector undertakings and private industry, including start-ups, to accelerate
the development, adoption and continuous upgradation of indigenous
technologies amidst the rapidly evolving nature of warfare. The Minister
was speaking at the launch of IIT Kanpur's Greater Than Us fundraising
campaign in New Delhi. Mr Singh emphasised that strengthening
indigenous technological capabilities is strategically crucial as artificial
intelligence, autonomous systems, unmanned platforms, advanced sensors,
cybersecurity and space-based technologies are reshaping military
dynamics. He underscored the growing interlinkage between national
security and technological capability, and stressed that IITs can make a
significant contribution by aligning academic research with operational
defence requirements and industry needs. He also highlighted the
importance of strong institutions of higher education and research in
realising the vision of Viksit Bharat.

S/B-RAJNATH SINGH

The Minister noted that the Government has made sustained efforts
to strengthen the ecosystem, with over six thousand start-ups, 56 unicorns
and nearly five thousand patents. He added, these achievements
demonstrate that IITs are not merely institutions that impart knowledge,
but are increasingly becoming engines of innovation, enterprise and
technological capability. Talking about IIT Kanpur's DRDO-Industry-
Academia Centre of Excellence, Mr Singh said that such partnerships would
bring scientific talent, institutional expertise and the operational experience
of the Defence Forces under one umbrella to develop indigenous
technologies of strategic importance. The Minister said that credible
academic institutions can play a crucial role in translating research into
practical defence applications and addressing the evolving technological
requirements of the military. He further said that the
institute can serve as a bridge between scientific research and industrial
application, emerging technologies and enterprise.

Stressing the need for sustained investment in research and
innovation, the Minister referred to the Government’s approval of one lakh
crore rupees for Research, Development and Innovation Scheme to
catalyse private-sector investment in research and advanced technologies.
Mr Singh expressed confidence that the campaign would support stronger



research capabilities, advanced facilities, opportunities for talented
students and solutions to national and global challenges.

Through the ‘Greater Than Us’ campaign, IIT Kanpur aims to raise
one billion dollars by March 2029, the largest fundraising campaign ever
undertaken by any IIT. Defence Ministry said that its objective is to
strengthen IIT Kanpur's research infrastructure, nurture talent, and
accelerate the development and commercialisation of indigenous
technologies and innovations to support India’s vision of becoming a
developed nation by 2047.

<><><> RISHU/SUPARNA/2048
SANJIO EP-I 14.10.2026
REV PM-CANADIAN FM MEET
Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that India is committed to
building a constructive and forward-looking strategic partnership with
Canada that delivers tangible benefits to the people of both countries. The
Prime Minister met Canadian Foreign Minister Anita Anand in New Delhi
and discussed ongoing efforts to strengthen bilateral ties. During the
meeting, they discussed further strengthening India-Canada ties in trade,
technology, security, energy, education and people-to-people exchanges.
Mr Modi has emphasised the importance of sustaining the momentum in
bilateral engagement and translating it into tangible outcomes, including
through early conclusion of negotiations on a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA). They also exchanged views on regional and
global developments of mutual interest.

<><><> RISHU/SUPARNA/ 2006
SANJIO EPI 14.10.26
SHIVRAJ-AGRIVISION

Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
India is set to be the world's food basket while improving the farmers
livelihood. He said this while addressing the 10th National Convention of
Agrivision today in Delhi. With the increase of food production by 49
percent between 2014 and 2024, the minister highlighted that Indian
agriculture transcended from an era of scarcity to self-reliance and record
production by becoming world’s largest rice producer.

During the convention, Mr. Chouhan also emphasised on diversifying



agriculture to enhance farmers’ incomes and economic security. He
encouraged farmers to integrate multiple agricultural activities rather than
depending solely on grain cultivation. By including horticulture, medicinal
plants, animal husbandry, fisheries, beekeeping and natural farming
alongside food grain production, the farmers can diversify their income
sources. The minister also highlighted the adoption of AI, machine learning
and robotics to modernize farming, improve efficiency and boost
productivity. At the convection, the agriculture minister also released a
special booklet documenting Agrivision’s 10-year journey at the convention.
A large number of agricultural scientists, researchers and students from
across the country have attended the convention.

Talking about the contemporary issues of the proliferation of private
agricultural colleges operating without proper standards and issuing fake
degrees, he said there will be an Agriculture Council to keep a check on
them. He also assured that Agricultural students’ degrees will not be
allowed to go to waste. He highlighted that the government is determined
to ensure quality in agricultural education and to safeguard students’
future.

<><><>ABHINAV/SUPARNA/2015

SANJIO EPI 14.10.26
JAISHANKAR UAE VISIT

External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar will be paying a three day
visit to the United Arab Emirates from today. During the visit, Dr Jaishankar
will hold bilateral meeting with his counterpart to review the progress of
the India-UAE Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. External Affairs
Ministry said in a statement that he will also participate in discussions at
the second edition of Raisina Middle East event in Abu Dhabi.
<><>Suparna/2005

SHUKLA MP-I 15.10.2026
PM-ASIAN GAMES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with the Indian contingent
that participated in the Asian Games 2026 in New Delhi today. The Prime
Minister will also address the gathering on the occasion.

India finished fourth in the medal tally at the Asian Games held in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, winning 85 medals, including 21 gold, 27 silver and



37 bronze. This marked India’s second consecutive finish among the top
five nations at the Asian Games, reflecting the country’s growing
competitiveness across a diverse range of sporting disciplines. India also
recorded several notable achievements at the Games, including historic
performances in recurve archery, gold medals for both the men’s and
women'’s hockey teams in the same edition, and maiden medals in soft
tennis and mixed martial arts. Other significant achievements included
India’s first-ever gold medal in the women’s trap event, a silver medal in
weightlifting at the Asian Games after a gap of 28 years, and a silver medal
in Greco-Roman wrestling, ending a 64-year wait for an Indian finalist in
the discipline.

CB/RISHU/ANKIT/0454
SHUKLA MP-11 15.10.2026

CRICKET - 4TH T201

In Men's Cricket, West Indies defeated India by 24 runs in the fourth
T20 International in Hyderabad last night. Chasing a target of 248 runs set
by West Indies, India scored 223 for nine in 19.3 overs. Sanju Samson was
top scorer with 56 runs. Tilak Varma scored 43 runs. Arshdeep Singh
retired hurt with 5 runs. For West Indies, Keemo Paul scalped 5 wickets.

Earlier, put into bat, West Indies posted 247 runs for the loss of
three wickets in stipulated 20 overs. West Indies Captain Shai Hope scored
unbeaten 102 runs off 50 balls. Shai Hope was adjudged The Player of the
Match. The five-match series is now levelled at 2-2. The last match of the
series will be played on 17th of this month at M.Chinnaswamy Stadium,
Bengaluru.
CB/NET/0445

SANJIO EP-I 14.10.2026
EVE- IMD

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange colour
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab,
Delhi, Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal tomorrow. The
Weather agency has forecast heavy rainfall in Coastal Andhra Pradesh and
South Interior Karnataka tomorrow. According to IMD, East Rajasthan,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Punjab, Uttarakhand and West Uttar Pradesh
will experience thunderstorms accompanied with hailstorm tomorrow. The



Met Department has predicted thunderstorms accompanied with lightning
and gusty winds over Chhattisgarh, Interior Karnataka, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Telangana and West Madhya Pradesh
for the next two to three days. Similar conditions will prevail over Himachal
Pradesh, East Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Maharashtra, Konkan, Goa, Coastal
Karnataka and Lakshadweep till Saturday. Meanwhile, Coastal Karnataka,
Konkan and Goa will also witness hot and humid weather tomorrow.
<><>ARZOO/SUPARNA/2047



