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SWATI DP-11 18-10-2026

TRUMP-RUSSIA SANCTIONS

US President Donald Trump has suspended several sanctions
targeting Russia, just two days before they were due to take effect, amid
growing tensions with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. Mr. Trump
issued an executive order on Friday, stating that suspending certain
sanctions was in the national interest of the United States.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio yesterday said that the suspension
will consist of a 60-day pause intended to analyse the impact on the global
economy. The move has drawn criticism from US lawmakers, as the
sanctions had been approved by Congress and signed into law in
September.Ukrainian  President  Volodymyr  Zelensky  expressed
disappointment over Washington’s decision, accusing the United States of
disregarding the sanctions. Relations between Washington and Kyiv have
deteriorated further amid disagreements over military support for Ukraine
and a controversial deal involving Russian diesel imports.

The two leaders have also exchanged sharp remarks in recent days.
Mr. Zelensky made an apparent reference to Mr. Trump's criticism when he
said he was pleased to be among real leaders at a European Union summit.
Mr. Trump had earlier described Mr. Zelensky as more difficult to deal with
than Russian President Vladimir Putin. The sanctions legislation
authorised the US President to impose tariffs of up to 100 per cent on
imports from major purchasers of Russian oil and gas, including China and
India. It also provided for sanctions against senior Russian officials,
financial institutions and vessels allegedly used to circumvent existing
restrictions.Meanwhile, Russian presidential envoy Kirill Dmitriev welcomed
the suspension, describing it as an important and historic moment. In a
post on social media, he said the sanctions could have caused serious
damage to the US and global markets, arguing that economic cooperation
would benefit both countries.

<><><>VISHAL/NET/0858 HRS
SWATI MP-1 18-10-2026
WOMEN'’S CRICKET

In Women’s Cricket, India will take on Zimbabwe in the second T20
International at the Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Cricket



Stadium in Raipur today. The match will begin at 7 PM Indian Standard
Time. Led by Smriti Mandhana, India lead the three-match series, 1-nil
after securing a four-wicket victory in the opening match at the same
venue on Friday. In a special initiative, female spectators have been
allowed free entry to all three T20 Internationals following a suggestion by
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai. The third and final T20
International will be played on the 20th of this month. This is the first
bilateral women’s cricket series between India and Zimbabwe. The T20
series will be followed by a three-match One Day International series in
Vadodara, with matches scheduled for the 23rd, 25th and 28th of this
month. <><><>CB/NET/0531

SWATI::DIVYA MP-1 18-10-2026
GWALIOR-ACCIDENT

In Madhya Pradesh, twelve people were killed and 39 others injured
after an out-of-control truck crashed into the outer wall of the Sheetla Mata
Temple on Chinaur Road in Gwalior last night. The vehicle reportedly broke
through police barricades, rolled down a steep slope and ploughed into
devotees gathered on the road, crushing several pilgrims before coming to
a halt. According to Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Dharmveer
Singh Yadav, the accident occurred at around 1.30 AM when a truck loaded
with paddy went out of control, hit devotees heading towards the Sheetla
Mata Temple and crashed into the temple wall. The impact of the collision
also caused the temple wall to collapse, triggering panic at the spot. Police
and local residents rushed to the scene, rescued the injured and shifted
them to nearby hospitals for treatment.Two police personnel who were on
duty at the spot were also injured, and are undergoing treatment in the
hospital.
<><><>ABHINAV GOEL, BHOPAL, MAIL/ 0723 HRS.
FSSAI
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has notified
draft amendments proposing Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) for two
pesticides, acetamiprid and imidacloprid, in tea. The draft Food Safety and
Standards (Contaminants, Toxins and Residues) Amendment Regulations,
2026, propose maximum residue limits of 20 milligrams per kilogram for
acetamiprid and 50 milligrams per kilogram for imidacloprid in tea.
ASIAN PARA GAMES 2026



The Asian Para Games 2026 will officially open at Aichi-Nagoya in Japan,
today, with India aiming to build on its record medal haul at the previous
edition. The fifth edition of the continental sporting event will bring
together around three thousand athletes from 45 National Paralympic
Committees. The Games will continue until 24th of this month, with
competitions across 18 sports.

SANJIIO DP-I 18-10-2026

DELHI HALF MARATHON CONCLUSION

The 21% edition of the Delhi Half Marathon has concluded at
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in the National Capital. The Marathon witnessed
participation from Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs Kiren Rijiju, Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah and others. People from all groups of life participated in the
event. Meanwhile the Delhi Traffic Police informed that the traffic
restrictions imposed in connection with the event have been lifted, and
traffic movement has been restored on the affected roads.

<><>SAMARTH/RISHU/1012
SANJIO DP-I 18-10-2026
PREZ VP PM - MP ACCIDENT

President Droupadi Murmu and Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan
have expressed condolences on the loss of lives in a road accident in
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. In a social media post, the President has prayed
for the swift recovery of those injured. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also
expressed grief at the mishap. Mr Modi has announced an ex-gratia of 2
lakh rupees from the Prime Minister's National Relief Fund for the next of
kin of each of those who lost their lives and fifty thousand rupees for those

injured.
<><>RISHU/SAMARTH/1016
SWATI MP-1I 18-10-2026

NPPA-CANCER DRUGS

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), under the
Department of Pharmaceuticals, has undertaken trade margin
rationalisation (TMR) for 137 identified non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs in
the public interest. The initiative aims to curb excessive trade margins,
make cancer treatment more affordable and improve access to anti-cancer
medicines. The move is expected to reduce the maximum retail prices



(MRPs) of the identified medicines by up to 70 per cent, depending on their
existing price structures. The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has said
that the revised prices will come into effect on the 9th of next month.
Retailers and hospitals will be required to charge the reduced prices and
display the revised prices in their pharmacies.
Consumers can check the revised prices of medicines through the
Pharma Sahi Daam app and the NPPA website. The Ministry said State
Drug Controllers would take necessary steps to ensure compliance by
manufacturers, distributors, retailers, hospitals and other medical
institutions. The Ministry added that the initiative builds on the success of
the NPPA’s 2019 pilot exercise, under which trade margins on 42 anti-
cancer drugs were capped at 30 per cent. Following that exercise, the
maximum retail prices of 526 brands of non-scheduled anti-cancer
medicines were reduced by up to 90 per cent. The latest measure aims to
control excessive trade margins across distribution and retail channels
while safeguarding legitimate manufacturer revenues and preventing
artificial shortages in the market.
<><><>CB/ANAND/0730 HRS

SWATI MP-1 18-10-2026
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall over parts of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Mahe, South Interior
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal today. According to IMD,
isolated places over Rajasthan, East Uttar Pradesh, Konkan, Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra, Marathwada, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Lakshadweep are expected to witness thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning and gusty winds today. Meanwhile, the Met
Department has predicted clear weather over Delhi for the next for days.

<><><>RISHU/0706 HRS
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BJP President and Rajya Sabha MP Nitin Nabin has expressed grief
over the tragic loss of lives in the heartbreaking incident at the Chorbagan
Sarbojanin Puja pandal in Kolkata. In a social media post, Mr Nabin said
that the administration is providing all possible assistance to the affected
individuals. He prayed to goddess Durga that she grants peace to the
departed souls, ensures swift recovery for the injured, and bestows
strength and patience upon the grieving families to endure this
immeasurable sorrow.
<><>AKSHIT/1128



