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REV. PREZ- ANDHRA PRADESH VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will arrive in Vijayawada today on a two-
day visit to Andhra Pradesh. She will inaugurate the National Saras Mela
2026 tomorrow. A report:

(V/C -ALLU MURALI)

"The President will offer prayers at Sri Kanaka Durga Temple in
Vilayawada this evening. Tomorrow, she will inaugurate the National Saras
Mela 2026 in Vijayawada. The mela is being organised by the Union
Ministry _of Rural Development in association with the Government of
Andhra Pradesh. More than one thousand five hundred women members of
Self-Help Groups from over thirty States and Union Territories are
participating _in _the mela. The SARAS Mela 2026 helps women
entrepreneurs showcase their traditional crafts, reach wider markets and
sell _their products to customers across the country. ALLU MURALIL
AKASHVANI NEWS, VIJAYAWADA. "

ALLU MURALI/VIJAYAWADA/MAIL/0745

BISHAL DP-1 14.10.2026
GOYAL - TRADE AGREEMENT
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal has said that India has signed



preferential trade agreements with 38 developed nations over the past four
years. Speaking at the Bloomberg New Economy Forum in New Delhi
today, Mr Goyal said, India is aiming to expand market access for Indian
businesses while opening the country's markets to global partners. He
noted that India's trade agreements covered economies with a combined
GDP of around 10 trillion dollar before 2014, which has now risen to
approximately 70 trillion dollars. Mr Goyal added that India is negotiating
trade agreements with Canada, Mexico, Mercosur, Eurasia and several
other countries. Mr Goyal stressed that India is looking for a trusted
partnerships.
(Byte - Piyush Goyal)
<><>DIPENDRA/1127

BISHAL DP-I 14.10.2026
VAISHNAW - SEMICONDUCTOR

Union Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said that trust and cybersecurity are becoming increasingly
important in the global semiconductor value chain, alongside cost
considerations. Speaking at the Bloomberg New Economy Forum in New
Delhi today Mr Vaishnaw said that India aims to position itself as a trusted
partner in semiconductor design, manufacturing and testing of finished
products. The Minister emphasised that developing a complete ecosystem
is essential for sustainable manufacturing.

(BYTE - Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Citing the mobile phone industry, Mr. Vaishnaw said India initially
focused on assembly before expanding into module and component
manufacturing. He added that the country is now manufacturing
components to meet domestic demand and has also started exporting
them. The Minister said India is following a similar approach to develop its
semiconductor, railway and defence manufacturing ecosystems. Mr

Vaishnaw has said that India is strengthening its economy. He said that
India’s public debt-to-GDP ratio has declined from 61 per cent to 55 per
cent over the past five years. The Minister emphasised that the country
aims to build resilience across the financial, economic and technological
sectors. Mr. Vaishnaw said that the government is working to strengthen
the domestic economy and reduce its vulnerability to global uncertainties



to ensure sustained growth even during turbulent times.
<><>DIPENDRA/1057

SHUKLA DP-I 14.10.2026
INDIA - TB CASES

India has recorded a 21 per cent decline in new tuberculosis cases
between 2015 and 2024, compared to a 12 per cent global decline. The
country’s TB treatment coverage has reached 92 per cent, against the
global average of 78 per cent. The government has intensified efforts
towards eliminating tuberculosis through expanded screening, advanced
technology and community participation. Under the TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan, more than 28 crore people have been screened, over 20 lakh
individuals have received TB Preventive Treatment, and five lakh 70
thousand new Ni-kshay Mitras have joined the initiative. To strengthen
grassroots awareness, the JOSH - Joint Squad for Health - campaign was
organised on the 13th of October across 11 states and 55 districts on a
pilot basis. The campaign brings together MY Bharat volunteers, NCC
cadets and government officers to promote early detection, timely
treatment and awareness against stigma. The government has also
introduced a shorter, six-month BPalLM treatment regimen for drug-
resistant TB patients. India aims to eliminate tuberculosis through
sustained healthcare interventions and public participation.
SHIWAM KUMAR/PIB/1033

SHUKLA DP-I 14.10.2026
RAJNATH - ASEAN INDIA DEFENCE

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has emphasized that India and
ASEAN share a clear interest in a peaceful, stable, and open Indo-Pacific
region. Addressing the ASEAN-India Defence Think Tank Forum in New
Delhi this morning, Mr Singh said that ASEAN is central to India's Indo-
Pacific vision and that India's Act East Policy is a long-term commitment to
working with Southeast Asia as an equal partner.

(S/B: Rajnath Singh)

Mr. Singh highlighted that the Indian Ocean and the waters of
Southeast Asia constitute a single connected maritime space, making its
safety a shared responsibility. Pointing to the designation of 2026 as the
ASEAN-India Year of Maritime Cooperation, he called for strengthening
maritime domain awareness, improving information sharing, and building



collective capabilities to respond to emergencies, piracy, and illegal fishing.
(S/B: Rajnath Singh)

Outlining practical steps for the forum, Mr Singh proposed developing
a joint India-ASEAN research agenda focused on maritime security, disaster
response, cyber threats, and emerging technologies. He also suggested
initiating pilot projects, such as tabletop exercises on maritime disaster
response and joint studies on counter-drone solutions, alongside promoting
Track 1.5 and Track 2 dialogues to sustain discussions.

On the front of defence cooperation, Mr. Singh invited ASEAN nations
to collaborate on technologies like artificial intelligence, drones, and space-
based systems. He noted that India’s 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' initiative
presents opportunities for trusted partners in the co-development, co-
production, and maintenance of defence equipment, including patrol
vessels, radars, and air defence systems.

(S/B: Rajnath Singh)

Highlighting the historical context, the Minister noted that ancient
Indian kingdoms, including the Cholas and Pallavas, maintained trade and
maritime links with Southeast Asia, providing a strong foundation for
today's modern partnership. He observed that think tanks play a vital role
in this process by helping governments understand mutual concerns and
offering actionable options before challenges escalate into crises.
ANKIT/1029
SHUKLA MP-II 14.10.2026

TRUMP RUSSIA DIESEL

Facing criticism over the diesel deal with Russia, US President Donald
Trump defended a deal to release Russian diesel into global markets,
saying it is intended to ease high fuel prices and is not meant for the
United States. Trump said last Friday that Russia will supply more than 3
lakh tons of diesel, followed by 5 lakh tons in November and 1 million tons
thereafter. The US Treasury Department issued a temporary license easing
sanctions on Russian diesel shipments until April 7, 2027.

NANDINI/PTI/0753

SHUKLA MP-II 14.10.2026
SPORTS MINISTRY - COACH

The Sports Ministry has removed para-shooting coach Jai Prakash
Nautiyal from India’s contingent for the Para Asian Games amid allegations



of selection irregularities and demands for an investigation. Long-serving
national coach Jeevan L. Rai will replace him. The ministry has also
approved 166 athletes for the Para Asian Games, which will begin on
October 18 in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. India won a record 108 medals,
including 27 gold, at the previous edition of the Para Asian Games, crossing
the 100-medal mark for the first time.

NANDINI/PTI/ 0727



