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SHUKLA MP-1 08.10.2026
REV. PM - INDIA MOBILE CONGRESS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate 10th edition of India
Mobile Congress (IMC) at Yashobhoomi in New Delhi today. It will
showcase India’s remarkable progress in telecommunications, digital
connectivity and technological innovation, while providing a global platform
for collaboration, investment and knowledge exchange. The theme of IMC
2026 is Scale Without Boundaries, reflecting India’s growing capabilities in
digital innovation, next-generation connectivity and technology-led growth.
The 4-day event, which began yesterday, is being jointly organised by the
Department of Telecommunications and the Cellular Operators Association
of India.

The event will focus on innovation and next-generation digital
infrastructure, technology-led economic growth, inclusive digital access,
and the development of secure and resilient digital ecosystems. IMC 2026
has brought together global technology leaders, policymakers, industry



experts, startups, investors and innovators to explore emerging
opportunities across the digital ecosystem. The 2026 edition will cover nine
established anchor sectors, including 5G and 6G, next-generation Al
networks, semiconductors, non-terrestrial networks, cyber security,
quantum communication, enterprise transformation, circular economy and
ESG, and electronics manufacturing. The event will also expand its sectoral
focus to four new domains - smart mobility, stadium experiences, industrial
robotics and transport technology. The event will attract more than 1.5
lakh attendees from over 100 countries, with participation from over 500
partners and exhibitors, 600 startups and 900 thought leaders.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also interacted with Global System for Mobile
Communications Association (GSMA) Board members at Seva Teerth in
New Delhi ahead of the India Mobile Congress (IMC) 2026. GSMA is a
global organisation unifying the mobile ecosystem, representing mobile
operators and organisations across the mobile ecosystem and adjacent
industries. During the interaction, the Prime Minister emphasised that
technology must become a tool for inclusive and sustainable development.
He underlined the need to make technology and digital services affordable
and accessible, particularly for the Global South. Prime Minister Modi also
highlighted the potential of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) as a
transformative force, particularly for developing countries. Addressing the
growing challenge of digital and cyber fraud, Mr Modi said the problem
requires technology-driven solutions. He suggested sustained awareness
messages for users to warn people about potential fraud calls.
CB/Dipendra/Anand/Bhanu/0440

SHUKLA MP-1 08.10.2026
GST COUNCIL MEETING

The 57th GST Council meeting will be held at Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi today. The GST Council meeting to be chaired by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will dicuss policy reforms to resolve GST
disputes and improve the flow of input tax credit, with the aim of reducing
the time and cost of compliance. Sources in the Finance Ministry said that
the government will propose a five-pronged plan for the next set of
reforms to the Goods and Services Tax (GST) system. These reforms are
aimed at automating and easing a lot of the current administrative
bottlenecks in the GST system, and reducing the compliance burden,
especially for small businesses. The five-pronged proposal covers process



reforms, structural reforms, ease of living and doing business, exports of
services, and e-commerce. Some of the key changes proposed involve
automatic invoice matching between buyers and sellers, reducing
paperwork around claiming input tax credits (ITC), reducing the number of
times small taxpayers have to file returns, and removing multi-state
registrations for small businesses. The last 56th meeting of the GST Council
was held in Spetember last year. During the meeting, the Council had
approved the rate rationalisation with a focus on the common man, labour-
intensive industries, farmers and agriculture, health, and key drivers of the
economy.
CB/Anand/Dipendra/0402
SHUKLA MP-1 08.10.2026
AIR FORCE DAY

The 94" Indian Air Force Day will be celebrated today. The theme for
this year’s celebration is 'Indian Air Force - Infallible, Impervious and
Precise’. In his message through Akashvani on the eve of the Air Force
Day, Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh has said
that the Indian Air Force is always ready to protect the nation with
alertness and firm commitment. He said, last year, Operation Sindoor
reaffirmed the pivotal power of integrated air operations, demonstrating its
capability and capacity to defend country's sovereignty. He said, through
major milestones this year, including Exercise Vayushakti, various bilateral
exercises, Dronathon, and the ongoing historic multilateral air exercise
Tarang Shakti, the IAF is actively testing its combat readiness and rapidly
absorbing niche technologies into its operational plans. The Air Chief
Marshal said that apart from the combat readiness, the Indian Air Force
has always stepped forward to serve the nation and humanity in times of
crisis.
( Byte- Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh in mail )
CB/Anand/Ankit/0410
SHUKLA MP-II 08.10.2026
INDIA - USTR G20

India has joined the United States and 13 other economies in signing
a joint ministerial statement calling for measures to address structural
excess capacity and production and curb non-market policies that distort
global markets. The joint ministerial statement signed by the 15
participating economies was released by the Office of the US Trade
Representative (USTR) last night, following discussions among G20 Trade



Ministers in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on September 30 and October 1, 2026.

In a statement, countries called for measures to eliminate structural
excess capacity and production, including by ending non-market policies
that distort markets. They noted that more countries are acting to protect
their industries, workers and economies from such distortions. They
stressed that cooperation, information-sharing and coordinated action
would make these efforts more effective. The signatories include
Argentina, Australia, Canada, the European Union, France, Germany, India,
Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Poland, Tlrkiye, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

CB/RUPESH/ANI/0413

SJA NP-1 07/10/2026
SUMMIT- WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

The Departmental Summit on Women and Child Development will be
held tomorrow in New Delhi. The Summit is the second in the series of
Departmental Summits envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
strengthen cooperative federalism, foster collective ownership of national
priorities and accelerate outcomes through closer Centre-State
collaboration. The two-day Summit will focus on four themes including
reimagining Anganwadi Centres for better nutrition and early education,
strengthening the protection system for vulnerable children, women safety
through effective implementation of institutional and legislative
frameworks, women empowerment through enhancing the effectiveness
and outcomes of key schemes. During the summit, participating states will
share their experiences, challenges and their best practices, and try to
arrive at consensus on agreed outcomes, reinforcing spirit of cooperative
federalism and shared responsibility. The key outcomes and action plans to
achieve these will be presented before the Prime Minister during the
valedictory session.

SHIVANG/ 2244 HRS
SANJIO NP-I 07/10/2026
GOVT- ONION PRICE

The government today said that the outlook for onion availability has
strengthened considerably, with higher Kharif acreage, favorable crop
conditions, robust market arrivals and the commencement of fresh Kharif
supplies supporting the market. Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and



Public Distribution said that the improving supply position is already
translating into a broad-based moderation in onion prices across mandis
and major consumer markets. The Ministry said that fresh Kharif onion
arrivals have commenced from major producing States, including
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan, while availability from stored
stocks continues to meet market demands. It added that arrivals from
these producing regions are expected to increase further in the coming
weeks, improving overall availability in the consuming markets during the
upcoming festive season.

The Ministry noted that the strengthening supply situation is being
reflected in mandi prices. Arrivals across key onion markets have remained
robust, with the weighted average mandi price in Maharashtra declining by
nearly 13 per cent, from around four thousand thirty rupees per quintal on
16™ of last month to about three thousand 475 rupees per quintal on 3"
of this month. As on date, the government has disposed off more than 2
lakh Quintals through 8 Kanda Express and 467 trucks across 123 cities.
The Ministry said it is planning to deploy additional rail rakes, enabling
larger quantities of onions to reach high-consumption markets. The
Ministry said that 126 cities have reported a decline of one rupee to 21
rupees per kilogram in retail onion prices over the past two weeks, with
moderation observed in major consuming States including Tamil Nadu,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar
and West Bengal.

<<<>>> SHIVANG/ANAND/2120
SHUKLA MP-II 08.10.2026

TABLE TENNIS - CHINA SMASH

In Table Tennis, Indian paddlers Manush Shah and Diya Chitale
created history by becoming the first Indian mixed doubles pair to reach
the semifinals of a WTT Grand Smash after beating Romania’s Eduard
Ionescu and Bernadette Szocs 3-NIL at the China Smash in Beijing
yesterday. The fifth-seeded Indian duo won the quarterfinal 11-9, 13-11,
11-3 to secure a place in the last four. However, Manav Thakkar exited the
men’s singles in the round of 32 after losing nil-3 to seventh seed Alexis
Lebrun of France. In women’s doubles, Diya Chitale and Yashaswini
Ghorpade suffered a narrow 2-3 defeat to China’s Gao Yuxin and Xiang
Junlin in the round of 16.
<><>RUPESH/PTI/0556



