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NSD
SANJIO EP-1 12/10/2026
REV GOYAL - INDIA UK

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has called for doubling
India-UK Bilateral trade by 2030. Mr Goyal said this while addressing the
JETCO Business Plenary under the 16th Session of the India-UK Joint
Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) in New Delhi today. Mr Goyal
reaffirmed India's commitment to deepening India-UK economic
cooperation through sustained engagement, stronger institutional
mechanisms, and enhanced collaboration. He said, this will unlock new
opportunities for businesses in both countries.

The Minister called upon businesses in India and the United Kingdom
to translate the opportunities created by the India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) into expanded trade, investment,
partnerships and job creation. Mr Goyal said CETA marks a major milestone
in the economic partnership between the two countries, providing zero-
duty access in the United Kingdom market for most Indian exports while
opening up significant opportunities for UK exporters across sectors. He
said the wide-ranging CETA had opened up numerous opportunities to
expand trade, encourage new exporters and introduce new product lines.

Highlighting the existing trade complementarities, Mr Goyal noted
that India was a major exporter of smartphones, pharmaceutical products,
jewellery, textiles, leather goods, rice and certain agricultural products, iron
and non-alloy steel, machinery parts and auto components. On the UK
side, he identified potential in the supply of products across the petroleum
value chain, technology products in electronics and electrical equipment,
medicaments and motor cars.

<><>DIPENDRA/1826



SANJIO EP-I 12-10-2026
SHAH-BIMSTEC

As India hosts the First BIMSTEC Home Ministers” Meeting in New
Delhi tomorrow, Home Minister Amit Shah has welcomed all the
participating Home Ministers and member state delegations. In a social
media post, Mr Shah said that the meeting underscores the shared resolve
of BIMSTEC countries to combat terrorism, transnational organized crime,
narcotics radicalization, trafficking, illicit financial flows, and cyber threats.
He noted that the nations remain committed to building a safer, stronger,
and more secure BIMSTEC region through decisive coordination.

<<<>>> PRIYA/1810HRS

SANJIO DP-I 12.10.2026
DEFENCE MINISTER- FELICITATES ATHLETES

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today felicitated sportspersons from
the three Services for winning 27 medals at the recently concluded Asian
Games in Japan. The athletes won six gold, eleven silver and ten bronze
medals, contributing significantly to India’s overall tally of 85 medals
andfourth-place finish. Addressing the athletes, Mr Singh praised their
discipline,hard work and team spirit. He lauded the Mission Olympic Wing,
coaches andsupport staff for their role in identifying and nurturing sporting
talent.

BYTE- RAJNATH SINGH

Defence Minister reiterated Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government’s commitment to strengthening India’s sporting ecosystem,
with sustained focus on infrastructure, modern training facilities and better
opportunities for athletes. The Defence Minister also urged the athletes
and trainers to adopt a focused approach towards the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics, expressing confidence that the Services would deliver an even
stronger performance.

<><>NARGIS/1529

SANJIO EP-1 12-10-2026
GOVT-DRAFT NATIONAL STEEL POLICY (ATTN MM)

The Government has the draft National Steel Policy - Vision 2047,



which provides long-term policy framework to build a globally competitive,
technologically advanced, environmentally sustainable and resource-
efficient steel sector. The Policy aims to meet the country's growing steel
requirements, while strengthening India's position in the global steel
industry. The policy projects the country’s per capita steel consumption
rising to 302 kilogram from the current 116 kilogram, while India’s crude
steel production has already increased from 89 million tonnes in 2014-15 to
170 million tonnes in 2025-26. The Policy also projects an increase in the
country's steel exports to 45 MT by 2047. Further, it says that India aims a
near threefold expansion in crude steelmaking capacity to 604 million
tonnes by 2047 and raise finished steel demand to 505 million tonnes.

The draft Policy focuses on promoting greater use of steel in
infrastructure, housing, transportation, renewable energy, and emerging
manufacturing sectors. It also places emphasis on cleaner steel production,
seeking to lower average emissions intensity from 2.54 tonnes of carbon
dioxide per tonne of crude steel to 1.54 tonnes by 2047 through measures
including greater energy efficiency, renewable electricity, increased scrap
use and hydrogen-based steelmaking. Furthermore, the policy proposes
strengthening domestic capabilities in specialty and high-value steel,
developing steel scrap collection and recycling systems, and promoting
indigenous manufacturing of steelmaking technology and equipment.

The policy identifies artificial intelligence, automation and digital
technologies as tools to improve productivity, quality and resource
efficiency. The proposed framework aims to guide the steel sector’s
development through 2047, with implementation requiring coordinated
efforts by the Centre, state governments, industry and other stakeholders.

<<<>>> PRIYA/ANAND/1539HRS

GAURAV DP-I 12.10.2026
DELHI POLICE - PROTEST SITE

Delhi Police has designated three new venues for protests and
demonstrations: Ramlila Ground, Burari Ground, and CBD Ground in East
Delhi. In an order, Delhi Police Commissioner Anurag Kumar announced
that Jantar Mantar has been de-notified as a designated protest site. The
Union Home Ministry had constituted a committee to identify suitable
alternative venues to ensure citizens’ right to organize protests and



demonstrations. Based on the committee’s recommendations, Jantar
Mantar has been removed from the list of designated protest sites. Delhi
Police said detailed and revised Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for
organizing protests and demonstrations at the three newly designated
venues would be issued separately.

<><>DIPENDRA/1342

GAURAV DP-1 12.10.2026
CENTRE - CLINIC DISPLAY RATES

Centre has urged all States and Union Territories to ensure the
prominent display of rates charged for services and facilities offered by
Clinical Establishments. The move aims to empower patients to make
informed healthcare decisions, prevent billing-related disputes and
strengthen trust in healthcare services. Union Health Secretary Punya
Salila Srivastava has written a letter to the Chief Secretaries of all States
and UTs in this regard. Emphasising the importance of transparency in
healthcare pricing, Ms Srivastava noted that the conspicuous display of
rates will help patients and their families to understand the likely cost of
treatment, make informed healthcare decisions and plan their medical
expenditure. The States have also been urged to facilitate transparent
display of package rates for international patients visiting India on Medical
and Ayush Visas. The initiative reinforces the Central Government's
commitment to making healthcare delivery more transparent, accountable
and responsive to patients' needs, ensuring that access to clear information
on healthcare charges becomes an integral part of patient-centric care.

<><>DIPENDRA/1328
SANJIO EP-II 12.10.2026

NOBEL PRIZE ECONOMICS

The 2026 Nobel Prize in Economics has been awarded to American
economists Robert E. Hall and Michael Woodford for developing
macroeconomic models that help policymakers stabilise economies during
booms and recessions. The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences said their
work has strengthened the theoretical basis for fiscal and monetary policies
and improved governments’ and central banks’ ability to respond to
economic fluctuations. The Nobel Committee said, the economists
developed models based on how households and businesses make



decisions about spending, saving, investment and pricing, taking future
economic conditions into account. Their research has helped policymakers
understand how government policies and central bank signals influence
economic activity. The models are now widely used by central banks and
governments around the world. Robert E. Hall is a professor at Stanford
University, while Michael Woodford is a professor at Columbia University.
The prize carries an award of 12 million Swedish kronor, which will be
shared equally between the two laureates.
<><><>PUNEET/IANS/1702HRS

SANJIO EP-I 12.10.2026
SC-FIRECRACKERS

The Supreme Court today said that public awareness and voluntary
participation would be more effective in addressing the problem of
firecracker-induced air pollution in Delhi-NCR than imposing restrictive
orders that could be difficult to enforce on the ground. A Bench of Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana said the apex court would not hurt religious sentiments but
stressed the need for a balanced and practical approach to minimise the
harmful effects of firecrackers. The Apex Court was hearing suo motu
proceedings concerning air pollution in Delhi-NCR, including the use of
firecrackers, crop residue burning and solid waste management. The CJI
Kant-led Bench cautioned against passing restrictive orders without
ensuring that they could be effectively implemented, observing that such
directions were often perceived as coercive action. It further said that
sufficient time was available to make an earnest appeal to people to
celebrate Diwali while limiting the bursting of firecrackers to specified
hours, as had been done previously. It also suggested publishing
educational material explaining the harmful consequences of firecracker
use and encouraging people to minimise bursting and restrict it to
particular hours to prevent air and noise pollution. It further observed that
authorities could consider regulating the availability of firecrackers in the
market, allowing less harmful varieties while restricting the sale of those
that cause greater pollution. The matter has been posted for further
hearing on October 15.
BISHAL/IANS/1657



