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NSD
SANJIO EP-I 19.10.2026
REV GOYAL-NEW ZEALAND FTA

India and New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) will come into
force from tomorrow on the occasion of Vijay Dashami. The agreement will
provide duty-free access for 100 per cent of Indian exports to New
Zealand. Addressing the ceremony marking the entry into force of the
India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement in New Delhi today, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said that the agreement is aligned with
the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi for Viksit Bharat 2047. He said,
the agreement opens significant new opportunities for India's exporters,
particularly MSMEs, artisans, farmers and pharma. The Minister highlighted
that both the countries have agreed to work towards the goal of doubling
bilateral trade in goods and services with New Zealand to approximately 35
thousand crore rupees by 2030.

(Byte - PIYUSH GOYAL)

Mr Goyal said that India's farmers will gain wider market access for
fruits, vegetables, spices and other agricultural produce. He said, the
agreement will help improve productivity, support higher incomes and
strengthen livelihoods. The Minister highlighted that sensitive sectors,



including dairy, remain protected, keeping farmers' welfare at the heart of
the government's approach.
(Byte - PIYUSH GOYAL)

The Minister said that New Zealand's commitment to facilitate 20
billion US dollars in investment into India holds immense potential to
strengthen manufacturing, infrastructure, services and innovation. Mr
Goyal said, this agreement will also create employment opportunities. He
expressed confidence that this win-win partnership will achieve many more
milestones, guided by the shared vision of growth and mutual prosperity
between the two nations.

The FTA between India and New Zealand was signed in April this
year at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. The Agreement will create new
opportunities in services, investment and professional, student and youth
mobility, including enhanced pathways for Indian professionals and
students. India and New Zealand share longstanding and close relations,
anchored in strong people-to-people ties and expanding cooperation across
trade and investment, agriculture, education, sports, technology and other
areas. The Bilateral merchandise trade between India and New Zealand
stood at around 1.1 billion US dollars in 2025-26. The FTA represents a
significant step in further strengthening these ties and creating new
opportunities for businesses and communities in both countries.

<><>DIPENDRA/1633



SANJIO EP-I 19-10-2026
JITENDRA SINGH-SPECIAL CAMPAIGN

Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Dr
Jitendra Singh today reviewed the progress of Special Campaign 6.0 in
New Delhi. The Campaign aims to strengthen Swachhata, improve
efficiency, promote digital governance, improve work environment and
culture, ensure timely disposal of pending matters and promote better
management of official resources.

Talking to reporters, Dr Singh said that this is the 6th edition of the
cleanliness campaign. He said that the campaign, which began on the 2nd
of this month, will continue till the 31st of this month. The Minister
highlighted that the meeting reviewed physical and electronic records,
office scrap and other materials requiring weeding out or disposal. He
further informed that stakeholders across the Department and its
associated offices have been sensitised to ensure that e-waste is
appropriately identified, segregated, disposed of and managed in
accordance with the E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2022. He also said that
scrap worth over six thousand crore rupees has been deposited into the
government treasury in the past five years as part of this campaign.

(BYTE-JITENDRA SINGH)

Secretaries of the Department of Personnel and Training, Department
of Science and Technology, the Ministry of Earth Sciences, and the
Department of Biotechnology, along with the Director General of the Indian
Institute of Public Administration were present on the occasion.

<><>RISHU/DIPENDRA/1712
SANJIO EP-II
19.10.2026

RUBIO TRADE DEAL

The US Secretary of State Marco Rubio today said that the United
States is close to finalising a trade deal with India. Speaking to reporters in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan, Rubio also defended Washington’s decision to
temporarily waive sanctions for countries importing Russian oil and gas,
saying the move was aimed at easing pressure on global energy supplies
and prices. He said every country has to consider its own circumstances,
including geography and the difficulty of sourcing energy from alternative
suppliers. Rubio added that these factors must be weighed when making
foreign policy decisions. Rubio is scheduled to visit Mumbai tomorrow,



where he will meet External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar. He is also
expected to travel to Jamnagar later this week.

<><>INTEKHAB/ANKIT/ANI/IANS/1552

SANJIO EP-II 19.10.2026
EVE FRANCE- PROTEST

The police prefecture of Bouches-du-Rhone in southern France today
banned all gatherings and demonstrations throughout the city of Marseille
from noon to 8 pm local time (1800 GMT). French President Emmanuel
Macron has vowed legal action against those responsible for violence
during protests across the country on Saturday. In France, nationwide
demonstrations on Saturday drew some 550,000 participants, uniting
farmers, trade unions, climate activists and students demanding relief from
high fuel prices, inflation and public service cuts. The gatherings rapidly
descended into violent clashes. According to the French Interior Ministry,
997 police officers and gendarmes were injured, seven of them seriously,
while 2,397 people were arrested nationwide.

Protests against the rising cost of living also swept northern Italy. In
Milan, hundreds of demonstrators besieged Piazza del Duomo, throwing
firecrackers and bottles at police. Clashes between police and protesters
also broke out in Belgium's capital Brussels as students and their
supporters took to the streets to protest education reforms and rising
costs. Thousands of people demonstrated in Lisbon, Porto, Coimbra and
other Portuguese cities to demand affordable housing and action to curb
the rising cost of living. Several European leaders have condemned the
violence, vowing action against rioters. Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
strongly condemned the chaos. <><><>

PARAS/IANS/NET/1608

SANJIO EP-I 19-10-2026
POLAND PM-INDIA VISIT

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland Donald Tusk will be on a
three-day visit to India starting this Wednesday. He is visiting India at the
invitation of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He will be accompanied by



Minister of Finance and Economy of Poland Andrzej Domanski, and a large
business delegation.

During his visit Prime Minister Tusk will hold bilateral talks with his
Indian counterpart on Thursday during which both leaders are expected to
review the entire spectrum of bilateral relations. They will also exchange
views on regional and global issues of mutual interest. PM Donald Tusk will
also travel to Bengaluru, where he will engage with various business
stakeholders including from the IT and space sectors. An India-Poland
Business Forum will also be held on the 22" of this month in New Delhi
and on the 23" in Bengaluru.

The Ministry of External Affairs said that the visit will provide an
opportunity to further strengthen the India-Poland Strategic Partnership. It
will also help in advancing cooperation in areas of mutual interest,
including trade and investment, defence, emerging technologies,
renewable energy, education, culture and people-to-people ties. It will also
serve to deepen the India-EU strategic partnership.

This will be the Poland Prime Minister’s second visit to India in his
capacity as the Prime Minister of Poland, the first being during his earlier
tenure in 2010. Prime Minister Tusk has also visited New Delhi in 2017 for
the India-EU Summit in his capacity as President of the European Council.

<<<>>> PRIYA/ 1548
SANJIO EP-I 20.10.2026
GOVT- META

Government has asked Meta, owner of Instagram and Facebook, to
ensure that its recommendation systems do not result in disproportionate
exposure of users to a single or limited set of narrative. In an advisory, the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) suggested that
the company step up checks on content that could cause public disorder or
incite violence or other unlawful activity. It further asked Meta to
undertake appropriate measures to provide adequate context in relation to
photographs, videos, graphics, or other content depicting on-going public
events, particularly where the authenticity, date, location or circumstances
of such content may not be readily apparent to users. <><><>

PRIYA/ 1448 HRS



SANJIO EP-I 19.10.2026
SHIVRAJ- AGRI PORTAL
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
today launched the upgraded Agri Welfare Portal for farmers. The portal
aims to provide farmers across the country with direct, easy access to
government schemes, financial assistance and reliable agricultural
information on their mobile phones, eliminating procedural hurdles and the
role of intermediaries. Addressing the launch programme, the Minister said
that with the upgraded portal, farmers will no longer need to visit multiple
government offices or navigate different websites to obtain information
about schemes or submit applications. He added that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision is to ensure that the government remains accessible
to citizens and farmers at all times through their mobile phones. Mr
Chouhan said that the platform will also bring together Farmer Producer
Organisations, Primary Agricultural Credit Societies, agricultural scientists,
researchers and startups, creating a common digital platform for the wider
agricultural ecosystem.

BYTE- SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN

The Minister said that to help farmers make effective use of the
portal and other digital tools, a special training campaign will be conducted
through Krishi Vigyan Kendras across the country. Emphasising the
importance of reliable information, Mr Chouhan directed officials to ensure
that the portal remained accurate and regularly updated. The platform will
serve as a single-window gateway to major government initiatives,
including PM-KISAN, AgriStack and the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana,
making it easier for farmers to access relevant services and information
through a common interface.

<<<>>> SHIVANG/ANAND/ 1750
SANJIO EP-1I 19.10.2026
REV ASIAN PARA GAMES-MEDALS

At Asian Para Games, Nishad Kumar clinched the India’s first para-
athletics gold, winning the men’s long jump T47 event with a best effort of
7.11 meter in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. Soumya won gold in the women’s
1500m T12/T13 event, while Radha Venkatesh secured silver.



In the men’s javelin F46 event, Rinku clinched gold and Ajeet Singh
won silver.

Earlier in the day, shooter Mona Agarwal claimed the gold with a
Games record, while Avani Lekhara took the silver in the women's 10 metre
air rifle SH1 event in Nagoya.

In Judo, Visually impaired judoka Kokila won silver medal in
women's J2 - 52kg Category. While Kapil Parmar won bronze in men's J1 -
70 kg category. In para Swimming, Ravi Karthik won silver medal in men'’s
100 m Freestyle S13 event. With this country’s medal tally has risen to 11,
including four gold, five silver and two bronze medals.

<<<>>> NANDINI/PTI/CB/1703



