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PARAS EP-I 17-10-2026
BHUPENDER - AIR POLLUTION MEETING

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav, today held a meeting with start-ups and innovation
companies working on air pollution mitigation in New Delhi. The meeting
was focussed on developing practical, scalable and technology-driven
solutions to address the air pollution challenge in Delhi and adjoining
National Capital Region (NCR).

Addressing the meeting, Mr Yadav highlighted that the interaction
with start-ups is a novel, proactive initiative aimed at bridging the gap
between policymakers and technology innovators. He said that such
engagement can help bring greater uniformity in policy implementation and
enhance transparency in governance. The Minister emphasised the



importance of city-wide air-quality monitoring and called for cleaner
vehicles and smoother traffic management. He further said that start-ups
need to focus on environment-friendly solutions for scientific management
of crop-residue, solid-waste and construction and demolition waste.

Talking to media after the meeting, Mr Yadav said that the major
focus of the interaction was on using artificial intelligence and other
technologies to move towards real-time understanding of air pollution. He
said that the Government has prepared the working plan for the NCR
region in advance.

BYTE - BHUPENDER YADAYV -
<https://x.com/ians_india/status/2111372133360386085?s=20
>
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SANJIO::LAXMI DP-1
17.10.2026
TRIPURA-MAHA SAPTAMI

Durga Puja celebrations began across Tripura on Maha Saptami
today, following traditional rituals and the ceremonial bathing of
Nabapatrika in accordance with Hindu customs.

The festivities commenced at Agartala’s historic Durgabari and
Prabhubari, where the puja is being performed in keeping with age-old
religious traditions and customs.

Devotees were seen gathering at Durgabari from the early hours of
Maha Saptami to offer prayers and seek the blessings of the Goddess.

Durgabari is known for worshipping the two-armed form of Goddess
Durga. The temple was established in Agartala by Maharaja Krishna
Kishore Manikya Bahadur. The tradition of celebrating Durga Puja at
Durgabari has continued since the royal era.

Meanwhile, Durga Puja also commenced at Prabhubari today, with
religious rituals and ceremonies observed in accordance with traditional
practices.



<>Nayan Kumar/Agartala/MAIL/1350

SANJIO::LAXMI DP-I
17.10.2026
SC -INTERNET

The Supreme Court has declared that the right to access and use the
internet is a fundamental right guaranteed to every individual, including
children, under Articles 21 and 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. A bench of
Justice JB Pardiwala and Justice K Vinod Chandran observed that children,
irrespective of their age, enjoy these constitutional protections. Reversing
earlier judicial hesitation on whether internet access itself is a fundamental
right, the apex court affirmed that protecting children from online harms
cannot be a ground to deny them digital access altogether.

The ruling came as the court issued directions to strengthen
mechanisms for detecting and removing child sexual exploitation and abuse
material from online platforms. Rejecting blanket bans on children's
internet access, the bench highlighted that the internet serves as a vital
marketplace of ideas, education, and companionship, especially for children
in remote areas and those with special needs. The judges added that
blanket restrictions are disproportionate and could drive children to
unregulated platforms or discourage them from reporting online abuse.

While ruling out complete prohibitions, the court emphasized the
need for proportionate, age-appropriate online safety measures. It
suggested safeguards such as parental consent systems, private default
settings, restrictions on contact from unknown adults, and a dedicated
"child mode" for social media accounts. The Supreme Court has left the
modalities for implementing these protective measures to the Union
Government.

<>Puneet Saxena/NET/1400

SANJIO::LAXMI DP-I 17.10.2026
REV DHRUV RATHI WARRANT

A Delhi court today issued bailable warrants against
YouTuber Dhruv Rathee in a 2018 defamation case. Judicial
Magistrate Rahul Jain issued the order after a process server



reported that Rathee’s residence in Gurugram, Haryana was
locked when attempting to serve a summons. The court has
scheduled the next hearing for October 31st.

The defamation suit was filed by BJP IT Cell member over a
video uploaded on Rathee’s YouTube channel. The court had
issued fresh summons to Rathee on October 12th, noting that the
complainant had been trying to serve him for several years.

Advocate, appearing for the complainant, informed the court
that Rathee ordinarily resides in Austria and had recently visited
India. The court noted that Rathee was initially summoned in July
2019.

<>Puneet Saxena/PTI/1343

SANJIO::LAXMI DP-1
17.10.2026
PM 25 YEARS-PM GATI SHAKTI MASTER PLAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has completed 25 years in public
service, a journey defined by the mantra of Jan Seva Se Desh Seva, and a
relentless commitment that continues. Guided by this vision for Seva and
Sushasan, the Government has been ceaselessly working towards
achieving the goal of a Viksit Bharat by 2047. Through inclusive
development and social empowerment, this dedication is transforming
lives. Today, in our special series, Seva Sankalp Abhiyan, we bring you an
instance of how this vision has been translated into action through
pathbreaking initiatives such as the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan.

SANJIO::LAXMI DP-1
17.10.2026
JAIPUR-ACCIDENT

Eight devotees were killed and 15 others injured after a tempo
traveller plunged into a rainwater drain on the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway in
Rajasthan’s Kota district this morning. The accident occurred near the
Karadiya toll plaza in the Simaliya police station area. The vehicle, carrying
devotees from Madhya Pradesh to Khatu Shyam Ji temple, reportedly went



out of control and fell around 20 feet from a bridge into the drain.

According to preliminary information, the driver may have lost control
of the vehicle after dozing off at the wheel. Police and rescue teams rushed
to the spot, carried out rescue operations and shifted the injured to
hospital for treatment.

Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and
former Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot expressed grief over the tragic
accident.

<>Ram Nath Meena/JAIPUR/MAIL/1339

SANJIO DP-1 17-10-2026
AIR INDIA CANCEL

Air India and Air India Express have temporarily suspended flights to
and from Jeddah, Riyadh and Dammam until the 24th this month, in view
of the prevailing situation in west asia region. The airlines said that
passengers holding confirmed Air India or Air India Express bookings
issued on or before 15th of this month, with travel dates between 9 and 25
october, are eligible for a one-time complimentary date change on their
respective airline up to 10th of next month. It said that passengers who do
not wish to rebook on the originally preferred sector for a future date may,
instead, choose to rebook from an alternative station in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) region served by their respective airline, subject
to availability. The flight operator informed that passengers whose flights
have been cancelled may also opt for a full refund if they choose not to
travel. The airlines have advised affected passengers to contact their
respective customer care centres or visit booking offices in India and Gulf
countries for assistance with rebooking and refunds. The airlines said they
are closely monitoring the situation and they will keep passengers informed
of further developments.

<<<>>> AKSHIT/1423

PARAS EPII 17.10.26

REV. WORLD WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS
India’s Amruta Pujari has won a silver medal in the women's 72-
kilogram category at the Under-23 World Wrestling Championships at Las



Vegas in United States. She lost to Ukraine’s Iryna Zablotska 0-6 in
the gold-medal bout to finish second today.

Earlier, Komal won a bronze medal in the women’s 59-kilogram
category yesterday.

<><><> VIKAS/NET/1555

SANJIO DP-I 17-10-2026
DAY IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department has issued an orange colour
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal till tomorrow. Heavy rainfall is also expected over Karnataka,
Kerala and Mahe during the next two days.

The Met Department said that thunderstorms and with lightning
conditions will continue over Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Konkan, Goa,
Madhya Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh till tomorrow. Similar weather
conditions are also expected over Telangana, Marathwada and Odisha for
the day. Meanwhile strong surface winds are likely to prevail over Andhra
Pradesh till tomorrow.

<><>SAMARTH/1140 HRS

PARAS EP-1 17-10-2026
FSSAI DRAFT AMENDMENT

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has
published a draft amendment to the Food Safety and Standards (Foods for
Infant Nutrition) Regulations, 2020, proposing to prohibit the addition of
sucrose and fructose in food products intended for infants up to six months
of age. The proposed restriction aims to promote appropriate infant
nutrition and support healthy growth and development during the crucial
first six months of life. The first six months of life represent a critical period
for healthy growth and development, making appropriate nutrition
particularly important. The proposed restriction seeks to ensure that infant
nutrition products meet the nutritional needs of this age group without
unnecessary addition of sucrose and fructose. The measure is also



intended to support broader public health efforts to address concerns
associated with early exposure to added sugars, including dietary risk
factors linked to childhood obesity and related health challenges. Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare has said that the draft notification has been
published for public consultation, inviting objections and suggestions from
stakeholders within 60 days. The representations received within the
prescribed period will be considered by FSSAI before finalisation of the
amendment.

<><>NISHA/ANAND/1619 HRS
PARAS EP-I 17-10-2026
VP- DEVA DEMISE

Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan today expressed sorrow over the
demise of renowned music composer Deva. In a social media post, Mr
Radhakrishnan said that the music composer had carved a distinct identity
for himself in the Tamil film industry through his unique musical style and
popular gaana songs that captured the lives and emotions of people. The
Vice President noted that Deva had composed music for over four hundred
films in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and Kannada, making a lasting
contribution to Indian cinema. He said that Deva’s memorable
compositions and distinctive contribution to gaana music would continue to
be cherished by generations of music lovers. The Vice President described
the composer’s demise as a great loss to the Tamil film and music industry.
Mr Radhakrishnan extended his condolences to the bereaved family,
relatives, friends, members of the film fraternity and music lovers.

<><>ARZOO/AKSHIT/1712 HRS

PARAS::CR EP-I 17-10-2026
PUNJAB-BJP (for Website also)

Former Punjab BJP president Sunil Jakhar has written to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, seeking investigations by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) into alleged drug operations being run from prisons in
Punjab. Mr. Jakhar also demanded probe by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) into the black money linked to the drug trade in the state.

In the letter, Mr. Jakhar, while referring to the recent murder of anti-
drug activist, Parminder Singh Jhota in Mansa, said that when a drug



inspector who had served in the same district was arrested two years ago.
He mentioned that the DGP had claimed that the said inspector was the
kingpin of a gang linked to imprisoned drug traffickers. The network was
having links to cross-border drug trafficking. Substantial assets worth
crores of rupees belonging to him were uncovered.

Mr Jakhar said that instead of initiating an NIA investigation or
referring the case to the ED, the said drug inspector was reinstated by the
Aam Aadmi Party government after his bail. He said that the drug inspector
was also appointed to an important position at his department’s
headquarters.

Mr. Jakhar has called for action against what he described as a drug
trade operating from prisons allegedly under state government patronage,
and for the exposure of the money laundering linked to it.

RAJESH BALI/JALANDHAR/MAIL/1737



