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SWATI EP-1 16.10.2026
PM SETU-ITI CLUSTER

The sixth meeting of the National Steering Committee (NSC) of PM-SETU
today approved investment plans worth around one thousand 194 crore rupees
for five Industrial Training Institute (ITI) clusters across Maharashtra, Odisha
and Jammu and Kashmir. The Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) said, the latest approvals have taken the cumulative
investment approved under PM-SETU to more than three thousand 687 crore
rupees. Addressing the meeting, MSDE Secretary Debashree Mukherjee said the
approvals would help strengthen ITIs, improve training quality and increase
industry participation. She said the progress made by Jammu and Kashmir was
encouraging and reflected a strong commitment to strengthening skill
development and expanding opportunities for young people in the region. Ms
Mukherjee added that the focus is on improving the quality of training and
equipping young people with skills that can lead to better employment
opportunities. <><><>
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INS SAMARTHAK COMMISSIONED

Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan today commissioned the indigenously
built multi-purpose vessel INS Samarthak into the Indian Navy at INS Kadamba
Naval Base in Karwar, Karnataka. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan, senior naval officials and Karnataka Labour Minister Santosh Lad
attended the ceremony. Built by Larsen and Toubro at Kattupalli in Tamil Nadu
under the Make in India initiative, INS Samarthak is the first of four such vessels
being constructed indigenously, with over 75 per cent indigenous content.
Measuring approximately 107 metres in length, it is designed for maritime
surveillance, patrolling, training and support operations. The vessel will also
facilitate testing of weapons, radars and sensors, and support unmanned
systems, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. Meanwhile, the Vice-
President is scheduled to inaugurate the Navaratri Saragotsavam-2026 event in
Kozhikode, Kerala, this evening.

<><><>PONNUMON/BENGALURU/MAIL/1310 HRS

BISHAL::JATIN DP-1
16.10.2026
ATHAWALE RIVER LINKING PROJECTS

Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Ramdas
Athawale, has said that implementing river-linking projects could help prevent
drought situations in the future. Addressing media in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
today, Mr Athawale stressed on river-linking projects along with the construction
of dams. The Minister who also visited drought-affected areas in the Marathwada
region, highlighted the growing need for such projects. Mr Athawale also stated
that the state government was working on the initiative. He also urged
researchers in the fields of agriculture and the environment to study the issue to
help prevent droughts in the future. Athawale further said that he would make
efforts to increase the assistance provided to farmers by the state government,
as well as the funds allocated for fodder for livestock. On the issue of
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs), Athawale said that opposition parties
frequently raised doubts about the machines. However, he remarked that they
did not blame the machines after winning elections. He suggested that any
alleged defects in EVMs should be brought to the attention of the Election
Commission. <><><>SAMARIIT
THAKUR/MAHARASHTRA/MAIL/1250 HRS

BISHAL DP-1 16/10/2026
AMIT SHAH- PUNJAB

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has reiterated that when the BIP
government assumes power in Punjab , it will work with full commitment to
make the state safe and free from drugs and gangsters. In a social media post,



Mr Shah said that the aim is to dismantle the drug trade, secure the future of
the youth, and take stern action against criminals, and establish a rule of law
where no citizen is forced to live under the shadow of fear. He alleged that the
drug trade is flourishing in Punjab, threat of organized crime is escalating, and
the safety of those who speak out against the drug menace comes under
question. Mr Shah said that today, Punjab is grappling with the growing menace
of drug abuse, gangsterism, and organized crime. Mr Shah questioned the
Bhagwant Mann led AAP government as to who will take responsibility for the
safety of the people. He also referred two incidents where a father consumed
poison under pressure in Dirba and killing of Parvinder Singh Jhota in Mansa, He
said, these incidents have raised serious questions about the state of law and
order in Punjab. Parvinder’s father has leveled grave allegations against the AAP
government and it MLA. Mr Shah siad that the Union Home Ministry will seek
an explanation from the Punjab government regarding these two incidents.
Referring to Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann, Mr Shah said the people of
Punjab do not need mere announcements, as they demand answers and
tangible results. Mr Shah emphasised for a decisive strike against drug networks
and an impartial investigation into any political patronage that criminals might be
receiving.

<><> Priya /
Anand 1229 hrs
BISHAL::JATIN DP-1
16.10.2026 RAINATH PC LKO

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today raised questions about the intention
of Congress party regarding the recent protests and said that the party is
misguiding people by giving wrong information and wants to take revenge for
their defeat in elections by resorting to violence and anarchy.

Addressing media in Lucknow, Mr Singh attacked sharply on Congress
party and it's leader Rahul Gandhi by saying that they should not use the title of
Gandhi as the Father of the Nation suspended his movement after the Chauri
Chaura violence and the Congress party and their associate organisations are
openly saying that they want to topple the government and want regime change,
for which they are taking inspiration from Bangladesh. It clearly shows that their
fight is not for issues like SIR and resignation of CEC. He said that the remarks of
Supreme Court regarding their actions is an indication towards this. He further
added that Rahul Gandhi should not do the politics of disruption because
country's future is everybody's responsibility. He also mentioned the roles of
former CECs MS Gill and Navin Chawla and said that their actions were in
question when they were heading the election commission. Rajnath Singh said
that there were some unforgivable crimes done during the Congress regime in
this country.The first was emergency, the second was 84 rites, the third was



supporting the government which ordered to open fire on Rambhakts. He also
mentioned the growth done by country in recent times and said that nation is
progressing well in the field of Defence Production and now India is Exporters of
Defence equipments.

<><><>SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI /LUCKNOW /MAIL/1112 HRS
BISHAL::CR DP-II
16.10.2026
FM-INDIA-US-DEAL

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has expressed hope that the India-US
trade agreement will be concluded at the earliest, saying it would serve the
interests of global trade and strengthen economic ties between the two
countries. She was speaking during an interaction with the Atlantic Council on
the sidelines of the IMF-World Bank annual meetings in Bangkok, Thailand.Ms
Sitharaman said negotiations were underway and noted that Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal had stated that the first phase of the trade pact
had been finalised and was undergoing legal drafting.The Finance Minister said
both countries should work towards an early conclusion of the agreement in the
interest of bilateral trade and the global trading environment. Her remarks come
as the two sides continue efforts to advance the trade pact.

<><><>PUNEET/PTI/1052 HRS

BISHAL EP-I 16.10.2026
GOVT ONION TRAIN

The Department of Consumer Affairs is expanding the distribution of buffer
onions under the Price Stabilization Fund (PSF), with the first-ever Kanda Express
movement to Agartala, Tripura. The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution said that the consignment, carrying approximately 440 metric
tonnes (MT) of onions, is expected to reach Agartala by 18th of this month. The
Ministry added that the move is aimed at strengthening onion availability and
ensuring affordable prices ahead of the festive season. The initiative marks a
further expansion of the Government’s onion distribution network in the North-
East, following the successful movement of buffer onions to Assam through
Kanda Express. The Ministry informed that so far, two Kanda Express rail rakes,
carrying 840 MT and 452 MT of onions, respectively, and 44 truck consignments
carrying over one thousand five hundred MT have supplied buffer onions across
the North-East.  The Ministry also said that the Government continues to
closely monitor onion prices, market arrivals and supply conditions across the
country. Further releases will be undertaken, as required, in accordance with
approved operational decisions to ensure adequate market availability and help
moderate undue price volatility. <><>SAMARTH/PRIYA/1433 HRS

SWATI EPI



16.10.26
PM-25 YEARS-JAN BHAGIDARI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has completed 25 years in public service, a
journey defined by the mantra of Jan Seva Se Desh Seva, and a relentless
commitment that continues. Guided by this vision for Seva and Sushasan, the
Government has been ceaselessly working towards achieving the goal of a Viksit
Bharat by 2047. Through inclusive development and social empowerment, this
dedication is transforming lives. Today, in our special series, we bring you an
instance of how this vision has been translated into action through initiatives like
Jan Bhagidari.
SWATI EP-I 16.10.2026
PM-NSG Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended greetings to the
personnel of the National Security Guard (NSG) on their Raising Day today. In a
social media post, Mr Modi said, the NSG personnel embody courage, precision
and an unwavering commitment to duty. He added that the NSG personnel’s
steadfast vigil against terrorism and the readiness to protect the people and vital
national assets inspire immense confidence and pride. <><><>

SAMARTH/1636 HRS
SWATI EPII 16.10.26

FM-THAILAND VISIT Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today met
Governor of the Japan Bank for International Cooperation, Kazuhiko Amakawa,
on the sidelines of the IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings in Bangkok. The two
sides discussed expanding cooperation in clean energy, semiconductors and
critical minerals. In a social media post, Finance Ministry said, the discussions
focused on strengthening cooperation in energy transition, advanced
manufacturing, electric mobility and resilient supply chains. They also explored
cooperation through the 600-million-dollar India-Japan Fund and Japanese
participation in the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund. During the
meeting, Ms Sitharaman encouraged Japanese investors to explore opportunities
in data centres in Tier Two and Tier Three cities, including Visakhapatnam. She
said such investments could help promote more balanced urban development.Mr
Amakawa highlighted the success of the India-Japan Fund in electric mobility and
bioethanol. He also expressed hope for a follow-on fund and noted growing
Japanese interest in semiconductors, artificial intelligence and data centres.

The Finance Minister is on a five-day official visit to Bangkok in Thailand,
till 18th of this month to attend the IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings. <><><>

VIKAS/IANS/1641



