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BISHAL DP-1 08.10.2026
REV SMART METER- JOINT SEC

Smart meters should not remain just a technology rollout, but must become a
meaningful interface between consumers and distribution companies, an official of the
Ministry of Power said today. Addressing the 11th edition of Metering India 2026 in New



Delhi, Joint Secretary Distribution in Power Ministry, Shashank Misra said that smart
metering is entering a crucial phase in India’s power sector digitalisation journey. Mr
Misra highlighted that under the Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS), 20
crore smart meters have been sanctioned and more than seven crore meters have
already been installed across the country. He said that the smart meter should become
a useful tool for consumers, while also helping discom engineers and field staff makes
better decisions through data. The Joint Secretary further said that junior engineers and
distribution company staff should not merely act on instructions from corporate offices,
but should be able to directly understand and use smart meter data in the field. He
noted that less than 20 percent of consumers with smart meters are currently using the
associated mobile applications, and stressed the need to address the gap. He also
underlined the need for stronger consumer engagement and better data-driven
solutions. Metering India organised by IEEMA - the Indian Electrical and Electronics
Manufacturers' Association which began today will continue till tomorrow with the
theme, Smart Metering - The Catalyst for Power Sector Digitalization. The event is
structured across five focused sessions designed to spark substantive dialogue on the
most pressing challenges and opportunities in smart metering.
<><>ARZOO/AMAN/1317HRS

BISHAL : SAPNA DP-1 08.10.2026
JOSHI-WIND ENERGY 2026

As India is developing into a manufacturing hub in energy sector, the
Government is fully committed to support the manufacturing sector pertaining to the
non conventional wind energy. In his inaugural address at the Windergy 2026
conference at Chennai today, Minister for New and Renewable Energy, Prahlad Joshi
said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the country has been
witnessing a spiralling growth in the manufacturing sector. He said that the exports
have risen to 43.8 billion dollars and the country has 8 percent growth in the economy.

The Minister told that it is an achievement for India to produce 271 gigawatt
energy till May this year. He also told that the target is to produce 1000 Giga watt by
2030. He also assured that the Country has the capacity to produce more than 1120
Gigawatt in the near future. The Minister said that India is developing into a
manufacturing hub in energy sector. Windergy India 2026 is India's flagship trade fair
and conference held in Chennai. The sector has added a record 6.05 GW of wind
capacity last financial year and till August this year it has produced 58. 52 GW. This
conference brings together 400 delegates and 350 exhibitors from 20 countries
including major producers like Suzlon India, Venwind and Renfra, Adani Wind, Leap
Green and country pavilions from Germany, Denmark and Spain.

India stands as the fourth largest wind power market in the World . Over 30 GW
of wind projects are currently under implementation. Gujarat remains the top wind
energy producing state followed by Tamil Nadu and Karnataka stands third in
production of wind energy. <><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1325 HRS
SANJIO EP-I 08.10.2026
GOYAL-CII SUMMIT

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today said that India recorded



exports worth 863 billion dollars last year and aims to export one trillion dollars this
year. The Minister said this while addressing the curtain raiser of 31st CII Partnership
Summit in New Delhi. The Summit will be held in Visakhapatnam on 12th and 13th of
the next month. Mr Goyal said that the growth represents nearly 16 per cent growth in
a year, especially at a time when the global economy remains vulnerable to shocks and
global growth is expected to fall below 3 per cent. He said that the Reserve Bank of
India had once again raised its growth projections for the current year. He also
expressed confidence that India would continue to grow at over 7 per cent and remain
the fastest-growing large economy. He added, India has continued to remain the
world’s fastest-growing large economy. Mr Goyal said that India's economy, currently
around four trillion dollars, has the potential to grow to 30 trillion dollars by 2047. He
said the government is continuously working on ease of doing business measures, good
governance and dialogue between industry and government to meet the aspirations
and needs of industry and the exacting global standards that India is now willing to
adopt and engage with. S/B-PIYUSH GOYAL

He said that the event would provide an opportunity to look at the India story
through the lens of growth, opportunity and partnership. The Minister urged CII to
establish FTA utilisation desks across every State Council to help MSMEs effectively use
Free Trade Agreements, understand new market access opportunities and showcase
their products, technologies and offerings to global markets. Mr Goyal also highlighted
the significance of the Summit as an occasion to celebrate India’s achievements,
present India’s growth story to the world and build bridges with countries and
delegations from around the world. He further said, Google’s first AI hub is coming up
in Visakhapatnam. <><>RISHU/SUPARNA/1610
BISHAL DP-1 08-10-2026
AYUSH - WOMEN REPRESENTATION

The Ayush services sector is emerging as a significant source of employment for
women, with their representation exceeding 50 per cent in several organised segments,
including hospitals, educational institutes and wellness establishments.  The Ministry
of Ayush said that women account for 43 per cent of the overall Ayush services
workforce. The sector directly supports an estimated 1.76 million livelihoods across
healthcare, wellness, education and allied services. Highlighting the employment
potential of the sector, Union Minister of State for Ayush, Prataprao Jadhav said that
the growing Ayush services sector is creating meaningful employment opportunities
across healthcare, wellness, education and allied services.  The Ministry informed that
the Ayush services sector is expected to expand from around 37 billion US dollars in
2024-25 to 216 to 318 billion US dollars by 2047. The growing representation of women
across organised Ayush establishments, alongside the sector’s expanding economic and
employment footprint, highlights its potential to contribute to women’s economic
participation, inclusive growth and India’s broader development journey towards Viksit
Bharat@2047.<><>NITIKA/DIPENDRA/1401HRS
SANJIO EP-I 08-10-2026
EVE VAISHNAW - AI

Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today said that a consultation



paper on the future regulation of Artificial Intelligence will be floated within the next
month. Speaking to media after releasing the World Development Report 2026-The
Promise of Artificial Intelligence, Mr Vaishnaw said that the proposed consultation paper
will focus on AI safety, cybersecurity, benefits and potential harms. He said that it will
also address the need to ensure that Al benefits reach all sections of society while
protecting people from harmful applications such as deepfakes.

On Report, Mr Vaishnaw said that an extensive study has been undertaken in
collaboration with the World Bank to explore ways of ensuring that sections of society
traditionally deprived of technology can also benefit from Al

Mr. Vaishnaw said the wider use of Al in sectors such as agriculture, healthcare and
education will help society reap greater benefits from the technology. The Minister said
this approach is in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of democratising
technology. BYTE ~-ASHWINI VAISHNAW (NSD WHATSAPP GROUP)

Addressing the event, Mr Vaishnaw said that the government is committed to
make artificial intelligence accessible to a broad spectrum of startups, academia,
researchers, and students. He said India is now among the countries that have adopted
and used Al to get real benefits. The Minister said that real benefits come from the
actual use of technology to enhance productivity, reduce costs, increase revenues and
improve people’s lives. He said the new technology will also create significant
opportunities for small and medium enterprises.

<><>AKSHIT/DIPENDRA/1519
SANJIO EP-1 08.10.2026
YESSO NAIK-ENERGY SUMMIT

Minister of State for New and Renewable Energy, Shripad Yesso Naik has
emphasised India’s commitment to strengthening regional energy cooperation, energy
security and a secure, resilient, affordable and sustainable energy future. The Minister
represented India at the 20th East Asia Summit Energy Ministers’ Meeting held in
Manila, Philippines, today. Underscoring India’s Act East Policy and its Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership with ASEAN, the Minister welcomed the ASEAN Plan of Action for
Energy Cooperation 2026-2030. He also stressed on cooperation under the ASEAN India
Plan of Action 2026-2030, including the ASEAN Power Grid, regional power
transmission, multilateral power trade, clean energy and energy security. He also
recalled Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement at the 22nd ASEAN India
Summit in 2025 to support the ASEAN Power Grid initiative through training of 400
professionals on grid connectivity.The Minister underlined India’s significant progress in
the power sector, with installed electricity generation capacity reaching 558.8 gigawatt
as on 30th September, this year, including 308 gigawatt of non fossil capacity,
accounting for 55 percent of total installed capacity. He also highlighted the progress
under PM Surya Ghar, with approximately 5.01 million rooftop solar installations
benefiting 5.95 million households as on September 29, 2026. He noted that India had
achieved 50 per cent of cumulative installed electricity generation capacity from non-
fossil sources in June 2025, five years ahead of its 2030 NDC target.The Minister
expressed India’s readiness to share its experience in large scale renewable energy
deployment, grid integration, transmission planning, energy storage, green hydrogen



and clean energy technologies with EAS participating countries. He reaffirmed India’s
support for ASEAN’s efforts to operationalise the Enhanced Memorandum of
Understanding on the ASEAN Power Grid and deepen multilateral power trade.
<><>BHANU/1628
SANJIO EP-I1 08.10.2026
MURUGAN-NOIDA

Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr. L. Murugan, today called
upon young Indians to harness their skills, creativity and innovative potential to
contribute to the vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047. Addressing students and learners at an
Institute in Noida, the Minister emphasised the importance of quality education, lifelong
learning, skill development and entrepreneurship in preparing India's youth for
emerging opportunities.Highlighting the central role of youth in nation-building, Dr.
Murugan reiterated Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of placing Yuva Shakti at the
heart of India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat by 2047. He emphasised that Viksit
Bharat is not a distant vision but a future that today’s youth will help shape. He
underscored the need for an ecosystem that connects education with skills, technology,
research, entrepreneurship and employment.The Minister highlighted the role of
infrastructure development, manufacturing, services, entrepreneurship and skill
development in generating jobs. Highlighting RBI-KLEMS, he noted that India added
approximately 17.1 crore jobs between 2014-15 and 2023-24.The Minister highlighted
the significance of the National Education Policy 2020 in making education more
flexible, multidisciplinary and skill-oriented. He noted that in a rapidly changing world,
learning must continue throughout life, enabling individuals to acquire new skills and
qualifications at different stages of their careers.Emphasising the importance of online
education, Dr. Murugan called for accessible learning opportunities that accommodate
diverse needs and circumstances, enabling learners to upgrade their skills and adapt to
evolving professional requirements. <<<>>> BHANU/1637
SANJIO EP-1 08/10/2026 EVE NADDA
- JOSH TEAMS

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Jagat Prakash Nadda, today
launched Joint Squad for Health - JOSH Teams under the TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan at a
fucntion in New Delhi. It is a significant step towards strengthening youth-led
community participation in India’s efforts to eliminate tuberculosis. The initiative seeks
to harness the energy, outreach and commitment of young people to take the message
of TB prevention, early diagnosis, timely treatment and stigma reduction to
communities across the country. in the first phase, JOSH Teams will be rolled out across
55 districts in 11 States, with the objective of strengthening youth-led community
mobilisation and taking the message of TB Mukt Bharat to the grassroots. JOSH Teams
have been envisaged as a structured mechanism to translate the energy and reach of
India’s youth into organised community action for TB elimination. in his address, Mr
Nadda said that that the goal of eliminating TB cannot be achieved by government
interventions alone and requires the active participation of communities, citizens,
elected representatives, frontline workers and, particularly, the youth of the
country.Highlighting India’s significant progress in the fight against TB, Mr Nadda



referred to the latest World Health Organization report and noted that TB incidence in
India has declined by 21 per cent, compared to a 12 per cent decline globally. He
further highlighted that India’s TB treatment coverage has risen to 92 per cent,
significantly higher than the global treatment coverage of 78 per cent. He said that
India’s progress, which is ahead of the global trend both in reducing TB incidence and
expanding access to treatment, reflects the sustained and intensified efforts undertaken
under the national TB elimination programme. At the same time, he cautioned that
these gains must not lead to complacency. The Union health Minister aemphasised that
TB is preventable and curable and that no person affected by the disease should face
discrimination or social isolation. He also urged volunteers to promote healthy
behaviours, including hygiene, healthy lifestyles and awareness about the harmful
effects of tobacco and substance use. He also highlighted that around 68 thousand
Panchayats across 697 districts recognised as TB Mukt in 2026. Speaking at the
Occasion, Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, said
that the vision of a Swasth Nagarik, Swasth Samaj, Swasth Desh can be realised when
citizens actively contribute towards building a healthier society. Referring to the World
Health Organization’s goal of eliminating TB by 2030, Dr. Mandaviya said that India is
spearheading efforts towards this objective and is determined to achieve the goal
ahead of the global timeline. Minister of State for Defence, Sanjay Seth, said that
the fight against TB must reach every village, settlement and household, particularly
those where fear and stigma may prevent people from seeking timely care. Welcoming
the national launch of the JOSH Teams, Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said that the
initiative marks an important step towards strengthening India’s efforts to eliminate
tuberculosis by taking the campaign directly to communities.
<><> Anand/1724

SANJIO EP-I 08-10-2026
PM-WCD SUMMIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will participate in the valedictory session of
Departmental Summit on Women and Child Development in New Delhi tomorrow. The
two-day Departmental Summit, commenced today, is witnessing participation of
political leadership and officials dealing with the women and child development sector
from all States. It is the second in the series of Departmental Summits envisioned by
the Prime Minister to strengthen cooperative federalism, foster collective ownership of
national priorities, and accelerate outcomes through closer Centre-State collaboration.
The summit is focusing on four key themes including Nutrition, early education, child
protection, women's safety and empowerment. The Departmental Summit model is
bringing together stakeholders from the Union and State Governments to deliberate on
sectoral priorities, share good practices, address implementation challenges, and agree
on time-bound actions for improved governance and service delivery.<<<>>>
PRIYA/1705
SANJIO::CR EP-I 08.10.2026
NAMO BOOK FAIR JITENDRA SINGH

Union Minister for science and technology Dr Jitendra Singh today said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi completing 25 years in constitutional office, including a



continuous tenure as the head of government, is a record in a democratic system.
Addressing the two-day Namo Book Fest organised at the Rudraksh International
Convention Centre in Varanasi to mark the occasion, Dr Jitendra Singh said that over
the past 12 to 13 years, there has been considerable interest across the world in Prime
Minister Modi’s multifaceted personality. He said several articles and books have been
written on various aspects of Mr Modi’s personality, life, leadership, governance model
and policies. It was with this idea that the Namo Book Fest was conceived in Kashi to
mark 25 years of the Prime Minister’s public life.Dr Jitendra Singh said that the choice of
Kashi for the event was also significant. Varanasi is Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
parliamentary constituency and is among the world’s oldest cities.More than 500 books
related to Prime Minister Modi’s life, personality, leadership and policies have been
displayed at the Namo Book Fest on a single platform.<<<>>> SUSHIL CHANDRA
TIWARI/ LUCKNOW/ MAIL/1723

SANJIO EP-I

08.10.2026

GST COUNCIL MEETING

GST Council has removed power of arrest of tax officers and the Council has raised the
threshold for prosecution from one crore rupees to 5 crore rupees. The punishment,
whether fine or imprisonment or both, has been left to judicial discretion in every case.
A taxpayer who files late, makes a mistake or falls behind on payment, will face
recovery, interest and a proportionate penalty. Addressing media following GST Council
meeting in New Delhi this evening, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said no rate
changes has been made in GST Council meeting and the rate structure is settled. She
said that GST Council today has recommended common standards for notices and
proceedings and no notices below the prescribed monetary threshold of ten thousand
rupees, including withdrawal of pending notices below the said threshold. She said
notices will not be issued for monetary thresholds of 10 thousand rupees or below.

<><>Suparna/1740



