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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the Centre has embodied
the principle of Power to Empower in its governance approach and work
culture. Speaking at the Bloomberg New Economy Forum in New Delhi, Mr
Modi said that India's progress is rooted in collective growth and shared
opportunities. He said, the power is not just ability to move ahead but it is
also the ability to empower others. He said that in the present era, digital
power has emerged as one of the key drivers of this transformation and
playing a significant role in advancing this vision. Mr Modi stated that digital
power has opened up greater opportunities for India.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister said technology, data, knowledge and innovation have
become important sources of power in the twenty-first century. He said, the
government constant endeavour is to ensure that India's capabilities open
new doors of opportunity for other countries as well. Mr Modi said, India is
the Mother of Democracy and it has over 100 languages, around 80 thousand
registered newspapers and publications, and more than one thousand
satellite television channels. Mr Modi highlighted that India had lifted
twenty-five crore people out of poverty over the past decade.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said India's startup ecosystem has expanded
significantly since 2014, with the number of startups crossing two lakh fifty
thousand. He noted that nearly half of these startups come from smaller
cities and towns, while more than 45 per cent have at least one woman
director or partner.
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GAURAV DP-I 13.10.2026
CANADA FM - INDIA

Canadian Foreign Minister Anita Anand will be on a two day visit to
India from today. During her visit, she will meet External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar and Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Minister Jayant
Chaudhary tomorrow.

Meanwhile, Canada's High Commissioner to India, Christopher Cooter,
said that Canada is looking to strengthen bilateral trade with India through a
proposed free trade agreement, greater investment and increased
movement of people between the two countries. He said tourism between
the two countries also offers significant scope for growth.

(Byte - Christopher Cooter)

SJ MP-11
13/10/2026

IMF-INDIA GROWTH

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has raised India's GDP growth
forecast to 7 per cent for 2026-27, up from 6.4 per cent in July. Inits
flagship World Economic Outlook report, IMF said the revision in estimate
comes on the back of a stronger-than-expected momentum, supported by
resilient domestic demand and robust services activity. It said India stands
out with upward revisions, reflecting sustained momentum and growing
evidence of stronger growth potential supported by favourable demographic
dynamics, expanding domestic market, and continued structural reforms.
The revision came after the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) latest monetary
policy meeting, raised its GDP growth estimate for the current financial year
to 7.1 per cent. The IMF has also lifted its FY28 growth projection for India by
0.3 percentage point to 7%, pointing to the durability of the country's
expansion.

NET/ SANJEEV/0936HRS
S) MP-I
13.10.2026



PM-NAVRATRI THIRD DAY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today extended greetings on the
occasion of the third day of Navratri. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that
the day is dedicated to the worship of Goddess Chandraghanta, the symbol of
courage, peace, and divine power. He wished everyone happiness,
prosperity, and success in their lives.

<><>SAUMYA/0814 HRS

GAURAV DP-1 13.10.2026
DAY BIMSTEC HOME MINISTER

India is hosting the first Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation, BIMSTEC Home Ministers’ Meeting in
New Delhi. Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that this historic meeting
underscores the shared resolve to combat terrorism, transnational organized
crime, narcotics radicalization, trafficking, illicit financial flows, and cyber
threats. He noted that the nations remain committed to building a safer,
stronger, and more secure BIMSTEC region through decisive coordination.

BIMSTEC is a regional organisation established in 1997 to promote
economic and technical cooperation among countries around the Bay of
Bengal and its neighbourhood. It has seven member states - Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. It aims to promote
economic and technical cooperation among countries bordering the Bay of
Bengal and in its neighbourhood.

<><>DIPENDRA/1053

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has stepped up efforts to ensure that
every eligible citizen is included in the electoral rolls, with special camps and
voter assistance campaigns being organised across several states and Union
Territories. Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs) and District Election Officers
(DEOSs) are taking proactive measures to help voters register their names,
correct personal details and resolve discrepancies in the voter lists, in line
with ECI instructions. Special camps are being organised at polling booths to
make voter registration and correction services more accessible.
<><><>

Delhi Traffic Police has issued a traffic advisory for today in view of the
law and order situation in New Delhi. The Traffic Police said, traffic movement
is likely to be affected at various stretches including Minto Road, Round about



Mandi House, Patel Chowk, Guru Nanak Chowk, Lodhi Road Flyover, Sardar

Patel Marg and Outer Circle Connaught Place. The traffic police said,

informed that subject to the prevailing situation, diversions may be enforced

at some major junctions and stretches of Delhi. Commuters have been

advised to plan their journey in advance and allow additional travel time.
<><><>

S) MP-II

13.10.2026
NEPAL FLOOD

In Nepal, more than 100 foreign trekkers are stranded at various
locations after flooding over the weekend swept away hiking trails and
bridges in the country’s central region. Authorities rescued 321 people,
including 12 foreigners, today after a pre-dawn landslide in Gorkha district,
about 100 kilometres west of Kathmandu, blocked the Budhi Gandaki River,
triggering downstream flooding. The army said rescue operations would
continue tomorrow, even as the river's water level receded. The Budhi
Gandaki is a tributary of the Trishuli River, which was affected by a
catastrophic flood in August following a glacier collapse in another tributary.
The disaster killed 1,457 people, while thousands remain missing. No
fatalities were reported in the latest flooding.

Reuters/0952/hrs
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REV. BADMINTON-DENMARK OPEN

Denmark Open Badminton tournament kicks off in Odense
today. Two-time Olympic medalist P V Sindhu will take on Olympic
champion and world number one An Se-young of South Korea in the
Women's Singles round of 32 match while Tanvi Sharma will be up against
Natsuki Nidaira of Japan today. Ashmita Chaliha, Devika Sihag and Unnati
Hooda will play their pre quarterfinal matches tomorrow.

In Men’s Singles, Lakshya Sen and former world number one Kidambi
Srikanth will be in action today in the round of 32 matches, while Ayush
Shetty will play tomorrow. In Men’s Doubles, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty will be seen in action tomorrow.<<>>
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REV. SC-CENTRE-CANCER DRUGS

The Centre has informed the Supreme Court that it has decided to
regulate trade margins on anti-cancer medicines by capping them at 30 per
cent of the maximum retail price (MRP), while the apex court called for a
broader review of medicine pricing across the pharmaceutical sector.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Union government,
told a bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta that the Centre
would notify a list of cancer drugs to which the trade margin cap would apply.

The Centre’s second highest law officer submitted that the list could be
periodically updated to include additional anti-cancer medicines, depending
on market developments and public health considerations, while excluding
inexpensive drugs.

The development came after the apex court repeatedly questioned the
substantial disparity between the price at which medicines are supplied to
retailers and the MRP printed on them, raising concerns over the financial
burden on patients and the need for an effective regulatory framework.

However, the Justice Vikram Nath-led Bench questioned whether the
proposed measure would address the wider problem of excessive trade
margins on medicines and medical devices beyond the anti-cancer segment.

GOVT-DRAFT NATIONAL STEEL POLICY

The Government has the draft National Steel Policy-Vision 2047, which
provides long-term policy framework to build a globally competitive,
technologically advanced, environmentally sustainable and resource-efficient
steel sector. The Policy aims to meet the country's growing steel
requirements, while strengthening India's position in the global steel
industry. The policy projects the country’s per capita steel consumption rising
to 302 kilogram from the current 116 kilogram, while India’s crude steel
production has already increased from 89 million tonnes in 2014-15 to 170
million tonnes in 2025-26. The Policy also projects an increase in the
country's steel exports to 45 MT by 2047. Further, it says that India aims a



near threefold expansion in crude steel-making capacity to 604 million tonnes
by 2047 and raise finished steel demand to 505 million tonnes.

The draft Policy focuses on promoting greater use of steel in
infrastructure, housing, transportation, renewable energy, and emerging
manufacturing sectors. It also places emphasis on cleaner steel production,
seeking to lower average emissions intensity from 2.54 tonnes of carbon
dioxide per tonne of crude steel to 1.54 tonnes by 2047 through measures
including greater energy efficiency, renewable electricity, increased scrap
use and hydrogen-based steel-making.

SHIVRAJ-PMDDKY

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
said that district-led planning and inter-ministerial coordination is key to
agricultural growth. The Minister said this while addressing the national
conference on the Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana (PMDDKY).
Emphasising the importance of localised planning, Mr Chouhan said the
framework for the PM Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana had been prepared by
district collectors based on actual ground conditions. Mr Chouhan said that
PMDDKY prioritises 100 districts that have lagged in agricultural productivity,
have low cropping intensity or face inadequate institutional credit flow. He
directed officials to promote pulses and oilseeds in rice fallow areas, where
fields remain uncultivated after paddy harvesting, through a mission-mode
approach. He also called for wider coverage of the Kisan Credit Card scheme
and a faster flow of institutional credit, particularly in eastern India and
underdeveloped districts. The Minister said that farmers need access to
capital to adopt advanced agricultural technologies and use better seeds and
fertilisers. The conference recognised the best-performing districts for their
exemplary work.






