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SANJIO EP-I 17.09.2026
EVE. PM-SEMICON INDIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the world is looking for
new and trusted manufacturing destinations and India is steadily preparing
itself to meet this need. Inaugurating SEMICON India 2026 at
Yashobhoomi in New Delhi today, Mr Modi positioned the nation as a
reliable and continuously prepared destination to meet the new global
manufacturing challenges. He discussed how the explosive demand for
Artificial Intelligence is shifting the focus from mere transistor size to
holistic system integration, including memory placement and heat
management.

(BYTE : PM)

Mr Modi said that on one side India's economy is growing and the
other side, global trust in India is also growing. He said, despite the
challenging global environment, India recorded a growth rate of 7.8 per
cent. Prime Minister said, at the same time, Japan’s credit rating agency
also upgraded India's sovereign rating. Mr Modi said, every citizen of the
country is working with a commitment to build a developed India. Prime
Minister said, India's semiconductor ecosystem is expanding rapidly and it
is is opening new opportunities for innovation, investment and growth.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, India Semiconductor Mission 2.0 expanded

outlay to 13.5 billion US dollar from eight billion US dollar in the first phase.



He highlighted that so far 12 chip making projects have been approved in
the next phase it will further increase.
(Byte - Narendra Modi)

In his address, the Prime Minister also mentioned about recently held
BRICS Summit in New Delhi. He said, India successfully hosted the summit
in which New Delhi Declaration was adopted with consensus of every
member country. Mr Modi said, it is another major testament to the world's
trust in India.

He said, young talents who are researching in India should come
forward. Mr Modi said, the youth who are researching abroad should also
join the development of advanced technologies in India. He urged industry
leaders to spearhead Research and Development in the country. He added
that this will be mutually beneficial, driving industry growth while
empowering India's youth.
<><>ANUPAM/DIPENDRA/ANAND/1445

SANJIO EP-1 17.09.2026
EARLY VAISHNAW-SEMICON 2026

Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw today said that India’s design capability is known across the
world and that the approach under SEMICON 2.0 will be to promote
semiconductor design companies. Addressing the press conference at
SEMICON India 2026 in New Delhi, Mr Vaishnaw said that many large
companies would like to enter semiconductor design as the scope and
opportunities are huge now, while startups can bring in innovative
solutions. Highlighting the second pillar of SEMICON 2.0 - Machines and
Materials, Mr Vaishnaw said that many machine makers and capital
equipment makers are participating in the event. He noted that one of
them today announced a 5 billion dollar investment, while many others are
looking to set up their bases in India.

BYTE-ASHWINI VAISHNAW
<><>SAUMYA/AMAN/1652

SANJIO EP-1 17.09.2026
UPI CLARIFICATIONS

All person to person UPI transcation will remain free enabling sending
money to friends, paying at shops or scanning a QR code without any
charges. Sources in the government said that vendors earning up to one



lakh rupees per month via UPI QR codes will continue to attract zero
charges. They informed that all RuPay Debit Card linked UPI transactions
will also continue to remain free of any charge.

As per the sources, around 96 per cent of person-to-merchant (P2M)
UPI transactions will remain unaffected however transactions above two
thousand rupees in essential sectors such as railways, fuel and others will
attract a flat Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) of five rupees per transaction.
While only large merchant transactions above two thousand rupees will
attract a MDR of 0.4 per cent to be borne by merchants. The sources also
said that a dedicated fund will be established to promote UPI adoption
among small merchants. An amount equivalent to five per cent of total
MDR collections will be contributed to the fund. This fund will support
wider UPI acceptance, sustained usage and the inclusion of small
businesses in India's digital payment ecosystem. The new UPI framework
seeks to strengthen the long term sustainability of UPI while keeping
payments free for individuals and protecting small merchants.
<><> SAMARTH/DIPENDRA/1640
SANJIO EP-I 17.09.2026
REV JAISHANKAR - BHUTAN

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar joined Bhutan Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay and Foreign Minister DN Dhungyel in launching second
phase of international UPI for Bhutanese citizens visiting India. Dr
Jaishankar is on a two day visit to Thimpu, Bhutan. In a social media post,
he said that together with the use of UPI in Bhutan, this completes two-
way UPI-based digital payment connectivity between India and Bhutan.
They also witnessed exchange of MoU on extending the Nehru Wangchuck
Scholarship Scheme for higher education by Bhutanese students at Indian
institutions. Dr Jaishankar termed this a step forward for India-Bhutan
cooperation in education and capacity building.

The External Affairs Minister also handed over 54 ‘Made in India’
electric vehicles to Prime Minister Tobgay. The Minister said India is
supporting Bhutan’s advances towards e-mobility and sustainability
transport.

Earlier, Dr Jaishankar called on the Bhutan Prime Minister,
saying that he deeply values Mr Tobgay's sentiments for India-Bhutan
unique ties of friendship and cooperation. In a social media post, Dr
Jaishankar said India stands firmly committed to Bhutan’s progress and
prosperity.



<><>Suparna/1748

SANJIO EP-I 17.09.2026
FINANCE MIN. - CONFERENCE

The Finance Ministry will organise a two-day Conference on Financing
India’s Journey towards Viksit Bharat in New Delhi from tomorrow. The
Ministry said that the conference will be held for Finance Ministers and
Finance Secretaries of States and Union Territories. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman along with Several Chief Ministers and Finance
Ministers from the States will be present during the conference.
Additionally, Secretary of Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, Dr Saurabh Garg will highlight the importance of
measuring growth outcomes in India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat.
Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, S. Krishnan
will briefly highlight the role of new-age technology in good governance.
The Ministry said that the Conference will bring together academic rigour
and practical policy to deliberate on financing challenges and policy
priorities for India’s development journey. The conference will have three
thematic sessions including macroeconomic overview, financing agricultural
transformation and financing the energy transition.

<><>ARZOO/SUPARNA/1749

SANJIO EP-1 17.09.2026
COAL MINISTRY-AUCTION

The Coal Ministry has launched the 16th Round of Commercial Coal
Mine Auctions in New Delhi today. This round offers 25 coal blocks,
comprising 21 fully explored and four partially explored mines, across nine
coal-bearing states-Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana and West Bengal. The
Ministry said that a total of 147 coal mines have been auctioned till date,
with cumulative expected annual revenue of over 47 thousand five hundred
crore rupees and projected capital investment of more than 55 thousand
crore rupees across nine coal-bearing states.

Addressing the event, Minister of State for Coal and Mines, Satish
Chandra Dubey highlighted coal’s vital role in powering India’s growth. Mr
Dubey noted that there has been a significant increase in India's coal



production and for the second consecutive year it has crossed the 1-billion-
tonne mark. He also emphasised on the need to unlock India’s domestic
coal resources, enhance production and reduce dependence on imports,
while ensuring efficient and sustainable utilisation of the country’s coal
reserves.

<><>SAUMYA/AMAN/1749

TRIPTI MP-I1 17.09.2026
CRICKET - IND VS AFG

In Men's Cricket, India will play the final match of the three match
T20 International series against hosts Afghanistan at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in Delhi this evening. The match will begin at 7.30 PM Indian
Standard Time. India has already secured the series with convincing wins
in the first two matches, while Afghanistan has only managed brief
moments of resistance. Abhishek Sharma set the pace in the opening win,
and Sanju Samson’s 22-ball 57 wrapped up the second. India’s attack has
been equally dominant, boosted by the return of Jasprit Bumrah and
Arshdeep Singh alongside strong overs from Nitish Kumar Reddy.

<<<>>> KAUMUDEE/CB/ 0601

SANJIO EP-I1 17.09.2026
CHOUHAN - GRAM G

Union Minister for Rural Development, Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan has directed officials to explore how the
Viksit Bharat-GRAM G Scheme can contribute to building Viksit Gaon.
Addressing a national workshop, organised on the Viksit Bharat-G RAM G.
Mr Chouhan stressed that along with providing employment, the scheme
should facilitate the creation of assets that remain useful to rural
communities over the long term and help make villages self-reliant and
developed. The Minister directed officials to conduct random inspections of
works being undertaken under the scheme. He said that work should not
merely mean digging soil at one place and dumping it at another. He
stressed that, keeping in view the objective of “Viksit Gaon for a Viksit
Bharat”, works under the scheme should create a strong foundation for
village development and strengthen the rural economy.



Mr Chouhan also emphasised adherence to the wage-material ratio
under the scheme. He said that at the district level, 60 per cent of the
funds are to be spent on wages and 40 per cent on material. The Minister
also planted saplings in New Delhi on the occasion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’'s birthday. The workshop was attended by elected
representatives of Panchayati Raj Institutions, Commissioners and senior
officials of States and Union Territories, and other participants.

<><>NITIKA/AMAN/1726



