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SKS NP-II 08.09.2026
RAJNATH LANKA IND DIASPORA

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that India will always stand firmly with
Sri Lanka in times of crisis, underlining that the relationship between the two countries

is based on shared history, culture and faith. Singh, who arrived in Colombo today on



his maiden three-day visit to hold talks with Sri Lanka's top leadership, made the
remarks during an interaction with the Indian diaspora. India will always stand firmly
with Sri Lanka whenever the island nation faces a crisis, Singh said. He said both
nations share close cultural and civilisational ties, which have provided a strong
foundation for the growth of the bilateral relationship. Describing the Indian diaspora as
a ‘Sethu’ (bridge) between India and Sri Lanka, Singh said it plays a crucial role in
strengthening friendship between the two nations. In his address, Singh highlighted
India’s rapid economic transformation, saying the country is among the fastest-growing
major economies in the world and contributes more than 16 per cent to global growth.
Noting that India's economy grew at 7.8 per cent in the first quarter of 2026-27 amid
global economic challenges, Singh said the value of India's goods and services exports
has increased from Rs 45 lakh crore in 2014 to Rs 79 lakh crore in 2025-26. India has
also emerged as the world's second-largest mobile phone manufacturer, with the
number of manufacturing units increasing from just two in 2014 to more than 300
today, he said. Singh pointed out that India has concluded trade deals with 38 countries
over the last 12 years, including Free Trade Agreements (FTA) with eight major nations.
Referring to the India-European Union FTA as the ‘Mother of All Deals’, he said the
agreement opens access to the massive EU market and reflects India’s growing
diplomatic and economic capabilities. Singh credited Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
the significant rise in India’s global credibility, saying that compared to 12 years ago,
the world today listens when India speaks on the international stage.

Singh, who is leading a high-level delegation comprising senior officials from the



ministries of defence and external affairs, was received at the Bandaranaike
International Airport by Sri Lanka's Deputy Minister of Defence Maj Gen (Retd) Aruna
Jayasekara.<>

PTI/2239 HRS

BS EP-I 08.09.2026

EVE. PM-GUJARAT PROJECTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that from chips to ships, India
is now building a new manufacturing future. He said that a complete, self-
reliant supply chain is being forged within the country, spanning high-tech
electronics to heavy maritime shipping. The Prime Minister dedicated to the
nation various development initiatives worth over 35 thousand crore rupees
in Vadodara. The Prime Minister dedicated to the nation three key sections of
the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor marking the full completion and
operationalization of the Freight Corridor network.

Prime Minister Modi highlighted the rapid transformation of country's
transport and logistics sector, calling the completion of over two thousand
800 kilometers of Dedicated Freight Corridors a historic achievement for
21st-century India and a testament to the nation's changing work culture.

(S/B- PM MODI)
Emphasizing the operational impact, the Prime Minister said that

separating freight traffic from passenger lines has drastically improved



efficiency. He underlined that this massive reduction in travel time is driving
substantial fuel savings, lowering environmental impact, and establishing a
faster, cleaner supply chain for the entire nation.

BYTE PM MODI

Mr Modi also added that India's youth are witnessing government
thrust across solar, nuclear, and wind energy sectors. Emphasizing the future
of technology, the Prime Minister remarked that as upcoming industries
including Artificial Intelligence will be entirely power-driven, government is
focussing on establishing a robust, multi-sectoral energy ecosystem to
powering India’s future growth.

The Prime Minister emphasized that India has emerged as a global
manufacturing hub, now producing its own advanced train and metro
coaches. He noted that over 50 thousand modern railway coaches and two
point five lakh wagons have been added to the Indian Railways network.

During the programme, The Prime Minister also flagged off freight
train services from New Sanand, New Makarpura, New Umbergaon, and New
JNPT, along with a new passenger train service between Tanda Road and
Vadodara, connecting remote tribal regions of Alirajpur to the national rail
grid. Mr Modi also laid the foundation stone for three railway expansion
projects worth over 9,700 crore rupees and three National Highway projects
costing around one thousand 780 crore rupees to ease congestion and boost

connectivity across Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. He also launched various



civic and infrastructure projects of Gujarat Government worth two thousand
600 crore, including a 110 Megawatt floating solar plant at Kadana Dam and
PMAY housing units.
<><><>
APARNA DESAI-KHUNT/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/2006

BS EP-I 08.09.2026
EVE - IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura Bihar, Gangetic West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Nagaland, and Odisha tomorrow. IMD has said that thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning and gusty Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu Puducherry and Karaikal for tomorrow. Meanwhile, Himachal Pradesh,
Guajarat and Maharshta are expected to witness rainfall accompanied with
thunderstorms and lightning for the next three to four days. IMD has also predicted

hot and humid weather conditions over Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Mahe

tomorrow.

<><>NITIKA/SUPARNA/1953 HRS
SKS NP-1I 08.09.2026
NEW JUDGES APPOINTED

Three judges were appointed to the Chhattisgarh High Court and two additional
judges to the Gauhati High Court today. According to the Union law ministry, three
judicial officers have been elevated as judges of the Chhattisgarh High Court. In the
Gauhati High Court, one advocate and one judicial officer were appointed additional
judges. Judicial officers and advocates are appointed judges in high courts. Additional

judges are usually appointed for a period of two years before being elevated as judges,



or what is commonly called permanent judges.<>
PTI/2331 HRS

SHUKLA MP-11 09.09.2026
IRAN - US CONFLICT

Tensions across West Asia have escalated sharply as the United States and Iran
continue to exchange strikes, raising fears of a wider regional conflict. The United
States said its military destroyed five Iranian crude-oil tankers following what
Washington described as attacks by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) on
a US warship over the past two days. Iran, in retaliation, launched missiles toward US
targets in Jordan. US Central Command said in a social media post that the strikes
came in response to two Iranian attempts over the previous two days to target the US
warship with ballistic missiles. It said the Iranian vessels destroyed in the operation
included the Kivik, Charminar, Horizon 1 and Riesco in the Gulf of Oman. Meanwhile,
Addressing the crew of maritime vessels in neighbouring ports, the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) vowed retaliation against tankers near Bahraini and
Kuwaiti ports. It urged tanker crews to immediately leave vessels located either at

anchor or inside ports, warning that the ships could be targeted.

RUPESH/ANI/PTI/0512

SHUKLA MP-I 09.09.2026
MANDAVIYA - ASIAN GAMES 2026

The Indian contingent for the Asian Games 2026 received a grand send-off in
New Delhi yesterday in the presence of Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya. Dr. Mandaviya, along with Indian Olympic Association President P T Usha,
Sports Secretary Hari Ranjan Rao, and Chef de Mission Sahdev Yadav, unveiled the
official jersey of the Indian contingent in the presence of athletes and support staff.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Mandaviya urged Indian athletes to turn pressure

into performance, view opponents as opportunities and transform those opportunities



into achievements. Highlighting Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision for Indian sports,
he said the Government has created new pathways for athletes to compete and excel at
the global level. Dr Mandaviya also highlighted the growing depth of Indian sport and
the emergence of young talent. He said that out of the 503 member contingent, more
than three hundred athletes are first-time participants at the Asian Games. Applauding
India’s performance at the Commonwealth Games 2026 in Glasgow, the Union Minister
said at the last Commonwealth Games, India won 13 gold medals and this time the tally
has improved by more than 35 per cent. He said the target is to establish India firmly
on the world sporting stage by 2036, when the country aims to host the Olympic
Games. He added that this ten-year plan includes an allocation of more than 36
thousand crore rupees for improving sports infrastructure.

The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports informed that the Asian Games 2026 will
be held in Japan, where the Indian contingent will compete across multiple sporting
disciplines. The 503 member contingent includes athletes and support staff, with more
than three hundred athletes set to make their debut at the Asian Games, reflecting the

growing depth and bench strength of Indian sport.

CB/NITIKA/BHANU/0416
SHUKLA MP-I 09.09.2026

PM - FINTECH FEST

Praising the remarkable achievement of India's rise in fintech, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said that the country’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is the
undisputed champion of this success story. Inaugurating the 'Global Fintech Fest 2026
in Mumbai, Mr Modi said, this is such a massive transformation that whenever fintech is
discussed, it will remain incomplete without UPI. Reiterating his core philosophy of
technological empowerment, Prime Minister praised UPI as ultimate tool for financial
inclusion, successfully penetrating areas ignored by traditional banking models. Prime
Minister pointed out that over 24 billion UPI transactions occurred in August alone. Mr

Modi it is because of this impact that French President Emmanuel Macron said that UPI



is not just a tech story, it is a civilizational story. Highlighting the global expansion of
India's flagship digital payment system, Prime Minister said that UPI is now live in 11
countries, turning what was once unimaginable into an everyday reality for international
payments. Outlining the next strategic phase for international digital payments, Mr Modi
emphasized the urgent need to integrate UPI with the domestic payment systems of
partner countries, mirroring the seamless cross-border connectivity already established
with Singapore. He directed stakeholders to actively link financial networks wherever
large Indian populations reside or extensive trade occurs. Emphasizing the economic
benefits for the diaspora, PM Modi pointed out that reducing transaction costs for the
world's largest remittance-sending population is a critical priority. He explained that
integrating digital payment systems globally would significantly accelerate the transfer

of funds to families back home.

IANS/CB/0545
SHUKLA MP-II 09.09.2026
WORLD PARA ARCHERY

Indian para archers will be in the hunt for multiple medals at the World Archery
Para Series in Ahmedabad today, as they compete in several gold and bronze medal
matches across different events. In the Para recurve mixed team Gold medal match,
India’s Bhawna and Harvinder Singh will take on China’s Liang Qiurong and Xia Lei in
the final. India’s Sheetal Devi will have another opportunity to claim gold when she
faces Aizada Seidan of Kazakhstan in the Para Compound Women'’s individual final.

Sheetal Devi will also be in action in the Para Compound mixed team Bronze
medal match, pairing with Toman Kumar against Iraq’s Sarah Al-Hameed and Abbas
Kadhim. In the Para Recurve Women'’s Bronze medal match, India will be assured of a
medal as Rajshri Dhanraj Rathod takes on compatriot Bhawna in an all-Indian contest.
India’s Sarita will face China’s Wang Huiting in the Para Compound Women’s Bronze

medal match, while Toman Kumar will meet Iraq’s Abbas Kadhim in the Para Compound



Men’s Bronze medal match. <><>
RUPESH/NET/0549

SHUKLA MP-II 09.09.2026
US OPEN TENNIS

In US Open Tennis, Defending women'’s singles champion and top seed Aryna
Sabalenka has advanced to the semifinals after overcoming sixth seed Linda Noskova of
the Czech Republic in a thrilling quarterfinal. Sabalenka prevailed 7-6, 3-6, 7-6 in a
tightly contested match last night.

In the men’s singles, 11th seed Frances Tiafoe booked his place in the last four
after defeating fellow American Alex Michelsen in a five-set thriller. Tiafoe won 5-7, 3-6,
7-5, 6-3, 7-6 in an all-American quarterfinal.

In other women’s singles quarterfinals Third seed Jessica Pegula will take on
26th seed Emma Navarro in another all-American clash this morning, while fourth seed
Coco Gauff will face fifth seed Mirra Andreeva of Russia today. Second seed Elena
Rybakina of Kazakhstan will be up against China’s Qinwen Zheng in the other
quarterfinal. In the men’s singles, defending champion Carlos Alcaraz of Spain will take
on eighth-seeded American Ben Shelton this morning.

RUPESH/NET/0546



