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SJ MP-I
29-09-2026
INDIA-UAE

India has set an ambitious target of raising its total exports of goods
and services from 863 billion dollars last year to one trillion dollars this year.
Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal said merchandise
exports have grown by more than 15 per cent in the first six months of the
current financial year, despite global challenges.

Addressing the media after the 14th meeting of the India-UAE



High-Level Joint Task Force on Investments in Mumbai yesterday, Mr Goyal
said bilateral trade has doubled to around 100 billion dollars under the
India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement. The two
countries now aim to take it to 200 billion dollars by 2032.

(S/B- PYUSH GOYAL)

The Minister said the UAE has already invested about 25 billion dollars
in India and has indicated intent to invest another 25 billion dollars soon, with
a long-term investment target of 100 billion dollars.

On fintech, the Minister noted that UPI use in the UAE is growing
rapidly and cooperation will focus on cybersecurity, Al-based financial
services and startups, with good investment potential from the UAE.

Mr Goyal said the India-UAE FTA, concluded in less than 90 days, set a
global benchmark and reflects the strong trust between the two nations.

<>L<><><>
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SANJIO::RZ EP-II
28-09-2026
DUBAI-ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

Union Minister of State for Law and Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal today
addressed the 15th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice in Abu Dhabi, UAE. In his address, the Minister highlighted
India’s efforts towards digital justice, stronger measures to combat
cybercrime and terrorism, enhanced international cooperation and timely
delivery of justice. The Union Minister also briefed the participating delegates
on reforms undertaken through India’s new criminal laws and the country’s
commitment to strengthening the criminal justice system in accordance with
global standards.

On the sidelines of the event, Shri. Meghwal also met UAE's Minister of
Justice Abdullah Sultan bin Awad Al Nuaimi. The two sides discussed ways to
further strengthen legal cooperation between India and the UAE.

The UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice also called
the ‘UN Crime Congress'’ is the world's largest and most diverse gathering of
policy-makers, practitioners, academia, intergovernmental organizations and
civil society in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice. It is
organised by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) - the
UN agency mandated to assist Member States in combating illicit drugs,
transnational organised crime, corruption and terrorism, while strengthening



criminal justice and the rule of law. The 15th Crime Congress is being held in
Abu Dhabi 26 September to 1 October 2026 under the overall theme
“Accelerating crime prevention, criminal justice and the rule of law:
protecting people and planet and achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in the digital age”.

<><><>

MANISH SHIVA/ DUBAI/ MAIL/ 2035
SJ MP-I
29-09-2026

SHIVRAJ-AGRI CONFERENCE

Union Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
has called upon states to complete preparations for the Rabi season through
coordinated planning, scientific assessment and close field-level monitoring.
Addressing the two-day National Agriculture Conference - Rabi Campaign
2026 in New Delhi , Mr Chouhan said that amid climate change, erratic rainfall
and water constraints, food security and higher farm incomes would require
data-driven planning and stronger Centre-State coordination rather than
conventional approaches.

Expressing concern over drought conditions in Maharashtra and
Karnataka, Mr Chouhan said nearly two-thirds of Maharashtra has been
affected and the State has declared drought, while Karnataka is also facing
drought-like conditions. He said a Central team will undertake a ground
assessment in Karnataka on the 3™ of next month, while a Central team
would also be sent to Maharashtra. The Minister assured that the Central
Government stands firmly with farmers during the difficult situation. He also
said that Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh would
need crop plans based on water availability and soil moisture. Separate
strategies should be prepared for rainfed and irrigated areas.

Mr Chouhan urged states to promote pulses and oilseeds, particularly in
areas that remain fallow after paddy cultivation. He also emphasized on
balanced use of fertilizers, noting that excessive application raises cultivation
costs and can affect soil health. He also suggested weekly monitoring in
every state of crop conditions, sowing progress, germination, pest and
disease attacks and market prices. He said real-time information would
enable authorities to identify emerging problems and take corrective action



without delay.
<<<>>>CB/ PRIYA/0556/HRS

SJ MP-11
29.09.26

MORN. ASIAN GAMES

India continued its impressive medal-winning run at the Asian Games
2026 in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, with athletes and shooters adding several
medals to the country’s tally.

In athletics, India secured a double podium finish in the men’s javelin throw.
Yashvir Singh won the silver medal with a personal-best effort of 85.72
metres, while Rohit Yadav claimed bronze with a throw of 84.35 metres.

In the men’s long jump, Sreeshankar Murali secured the silver medal with a
best effort of 8.07 metres. Gulveer Singh also added another silver to his tally
after finishing runner-up in the men’s 1,500 metres. He had earlier won silver
in the men’s 10,000 metres.

In shooting, Esha Singh won silver in the women’s 25-metre pistol individual
event. The 21-year-old Indian shooter finished second with a score of 38
points.

Parul Chaudhary secured her second bronze medal of the Games in the
women’s 5,000 metres, having earlier finished third in the women'’s
3,000-metre steeplechase.

Vithya Ramraj also claimed bronze in the women'’s 400-metre hurdles, setting
a new national record in the process. She clocked a personal best of 54.75
seconds to finish third.

India added another bronze in Kurash, with Pincky Balhara finishing third in
the women'’s under-78kg category.

Meanwhile, the Indian men’s cricket team advanced to the semi-finals
without taking the field. Their quarter-final against Afghanistan was
abandoned due to inclement weather in Aichi-Nagoya.

Currently, India are currently 12th in the Asian Games medal standings, with
a total of 45 medals comprising four gold, 20 silver and 21 bronze.
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SKS NP-I
28-09-2026

PREZ WISHES

President Droupadi Murmu has congratulated Yashvir Singh on winning
the Silver Medal and Rohit Yadav on securing the Bronze Medal in the Men'’s
Javelin Throw at the Asian Games 2026. In a social media post, President
Murmu noted that a double podium finish is a proud moment for Indian
athletics. She said that Yashvir’s personal best makes the achievement even
more special.

NISHA/PRIYA/2140 HRS

SKS NP-I
28-09-2026

PM-ASIAN GAMES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated javelin thrower Yashvir
Singh on winning the Silver with a personal best and Rohit Yadav on bringing
home the Bronze meda at the Asian Games. Sharing a thread on a social
media platform, Mr Modi extended best wishes to Parul Chaudhary on
winning bronze in the Women’s 5 thousand metres. He also conveyed best
wishes to Gulveer Singh on winning the Silver in the Men’s 15 hundred
metres. Mr Modi noted that Gulveer’s achievement becomes more special as
it was a personal best.The Prime Minister also congratulated Vithya Ramraj
on claiming the Bronze medal in the Women'’s 4 hundred metres hurdles. He
wished that Vithya keep scaling new heights of success in the times to come:
Further, Mr Modi congratulated Murali Sreeshankar saying that his leap
earned him a place on the Men’s Long Jump podium. The Prime Minister
extended his best wishes to all the athletes for their future.<>

PRIYA/2141 HRS



SANJIO EP-I
28-09-2026

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall
tomorrow over parts of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura, South Interior Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu Puducherry and Karaikal. The weather department also predicted
thunderstorms and lightning conditions tomorrow in parts of Madhya
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal. Similar weather
conditions are also expected tomorrow at places over Andhra Pradesh,
Interior Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, Goa and Odisha.

<<<>>> PRIYA/ 2037

SANJIO EP-I

28-09-2026
NADDA- LHMC HOSPITAL

Union Health and Family Welfare JP Nadda today reviewed the
progress of Lady Hardinge Medical College (LHMC) and its associated
hospitals, Sucheta Kriplani Hospital and Kalawati Saran Children’s Hospital,
with a focus on strengthening healthcare infrastructure, specialised clinical
services, medical education, research and patient care. Addressing the
review meeting, Mr Naddu Nadda emphasised that the ongoing and
upcoming projects at LHMC and its associated hospitals must be planned with
a patient-centric and future-oriented approach, keeping evolving medical
requirements at the core. He stressed that planning and design should draw
upon the expertise and best practices of leading institutions in the relevant
fields, while ensuring high quality of construction and strict monitoring of
project timelines. The Minister called for timely escalation of issues requiring
approvals and clearances to the Ministry and emphasised that infrastructure
expansion and recruitment of nurses, doctors and other healthcare
professionals must progress concurrently.

During the review meeting, Mr Nadda was apprised of the ongoing
augmentation of Kalawati Saran Children’s Hospital. The project envisages
increasing the hospital’s total bed capacity from 394 to 894 beds, ICU
capacity from 40 to 200 beds and the number of Operation Theatres from 4
to 12. The Health Minister visited the state-of-the-art Skill Lab at Lady



Hardinge Medical College. The lab is a comprehensive multidisciplinary
simulation-based training facility that provides hands-on and
competency-based learning in a safe and controlled environment. Mr Nadda
also visited cently functional Augmented Level III-B Neonatal Care Centre at
Kalawati Saran Children’s Hospital and reviewed the advanced facilities
available for newborn care.

<<<>>> SHIVANG/2029

SJ MP-I
29-09-2026

E20 PETROL

Director exploration of ONGC, Om Prakash Sinha said E20 petrol can
significantly reduce imports and substantially increase self-reliance. Mr Sinha
was speaking at the curtain raiser for India Energy Week (IEW) 2027
organised at the ONGC Institute of Reservoir Studies in Ahmedabad. He
said E20 petrol is a challenge, but with technology there will also be a
solution. Mr Sinha said India has the world's highest incremental energy
requirement, which makes IEW an important platform to discuss
energy-related requirements, problems and solutions. He said countries are
trying to reduce their dependence on foreign sources amid the war in West
Asia.

SHIWAM KUMAR/PTI/0444 HRS

SJ)::SUMIT MP-I

29.09.2026
INDIAN NAVY- CONFERENCE

Indian Navy will host second edition of commanders’ conference 2026
in New Delhi from today. Ministry of Defence said that the three day
conference will provide an avenue for senior naval leadership, including
outstation Operational and Area Commanders. It will undertake a
comprehensive review of operational preparedness at the military-strategic
level and engage with senior government functionaries through an
institutionalised mechanism. The Ministry said that the conference will be
pivotal in underscoring Indian Navy’s contribution towards safeguarding
India’s maritime interests, including Security of Energy amidst the ongoing
conflicts in West Asia. On the Opening Day of the conference, Defence



Minister Rajnath Singh will share his vision and guidance on national maritime
perspectives and expectations from Indian Navy. The Chief of the Defence
Staff and the Chief of the Army Staff will also engage with Naval Commanders
to foster tri-Services synergy and integration.
<<<>>>CB/SHIVANG/PRIYA/0505

SJ MP-1
29-09-2026

SC - E TRAFFIC CHALLAN’'S

The Supreme Court has suggested that states and Union Territories consider
linking unpaid traffic e-challan fines with electricity bills to improve recovery
of outstanding penalties. A Bench of Justices ].B. Pardiwala and K.V.
Viswanathan said issuing e-challans alone would serve little purpose unless
effective recovery mechanisms are put in place. The Court also suggested
withholding vehicle registration renewals, ownership transfers, fithess and
PUC certificates, and driving licence renewals until pending challans are
cleared. It further suggested blocklisting vehicles with unpaid challans on the
Parivahan portal and random checks, including possible vehicle impounding
in cases of persistent default. The Court asked amicus curiae, senior advocate
Gaurav Agarwal, to prepare a chart on the directions issued, timelines for
implementation and their current status. The issue of poor recovery of
e-challan fines had also come before the Court in 2023. At that time,
government data showed that only 7.61 per cent of fines imposed through
e-challans, amounting to over 3,877 crore rupees, had been recovered.

SHIWAM KUMAR/IANS/0444 HRS

SJ::SUMIT MP-I

29.09.2026
FAST TAG- ANNUAL PASS

The FASTag Annual Pass has crossed the significant milestone of one
crore passes issued after its launch on 15th August last year. The Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways said that the milestone reflects growing
acceptance of the Annual Pass among private vehicle owners for providing a
seamless and economical travel option on the National Highways and
Expressways. It said that the pass is applicable on about more than one
thousand fee plazas on National Highways and National Expressways which



eliminates the need to frequently recharge FASTag through one-time fee
payment of three thousand seventy five rupees for one year validity or 200
toll plaza crossings.

<<<>>>CB/SHIVANG/BHANU/0508



