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SHUKLA MP-1 16.09.2026
GOVT - UPI

Government has clarified that there will be no charges at all for
person-to-person (P2P) UPI transactions, irrespective of the amount
transferred. Finance Ministry said that payments to merchants up to two
thousand rupees along with transactions covered under the zero Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) framework for small merchants, will also remain free.
The Ministry said that consequently, approximately 96 percent of all P2M
transactions will remain unaffected. It said that MDR will apply only to
specified merchant transactions above two thousand rupees. The Ministry
said that MDR is neither a tax nor a charge collected by the government or
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). It is distributed among
payment ecosystem participants, including banks and payment application
providers, to support the operation and continued expansion of the UPI
ecosystem. NPCI has said that a revised UPI Merchant Discount Rate
framework has been introduced on select merchant transactions, effective
from 15th of next month, while keeping UPI free for consumers. Our
correspondent reports said that a dedicated fund for promoting use of UPI



by small merchants will be set up with contribution of 5 percent of total
MDRcollections. The Ministry
said that MDR framework has been introduced under the Payment and
Settlement Systems Act, 2007, following detailed deliberations by the UPI
Steering Committee on the applicable rates, operational arrangements and
consumer safeguards. The framework seeks to strengthen the long-term
sustainability of UPI while keeping payments free for individuals and
protecting small merchants.
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16.09.2026

CRICKET - IND VS AFG

In Men's Cricket, India defeated Afghanistan by seven wickets in the
second T20 International at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi last night, to
take an unassailable 2-nil lead in the three-match series. Chasing a target
of 160 runs, India comfortably reached 163 for 3 in 14.5 overs. Sanju
Samson top-scored with a blistering 57 off 22 balls, while Abhishek Sharma
contributed 39 runs off 19 balls. Ishan Kishan remained unbeaten on 38 off
23 balls to guide India home. Earlier, put into bat Afghanistan posted 159
for 8 in their stipulated 20 overs. Captain Ibrahim Zadran was their top
scorer, making 37 runs off 33 balls. For India, Nitish Kumar Reddy claimed
three wickets, while Arshdeep Singh took two wickets. Reddy was
adjudged Player of the Match. India had won the toss and elected to field.
The third and final match of the series will be played at the same venue in

Delhi tomorrow.



RUPESH/NET/0425
BISHAL EP-1 15.09.2026
IMD WEATHER-EVE

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal, Kerala and Mahe tomorrow. According to IMD, heavy rainfall
accompanied with thunderstorms, lightning and gusty winds is likely to
prevail over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
and Karaikal during the next two days. North Eastern parts of India
including, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya and Sikkim are also likely

to witness heavy rainfall tomorrow.
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SHUKLA MP-1
16.09.2026

INDIA-US JOINT EXERCISE: The 22nd edition of India-US joint

military exercise Yudh Abhyas began yesterday at Auli in Uttarakhand. The
opening ceremony of the exercise was held at Auli Foreign Training Node
in Uttarakhand. The exercise is simultaneously being conducted at Auli in
Uttarakhand and Mahajan Field Firing Range in Rajasthan. The exercise
seeks to bolster interoperability among the two forces and address
emerging challenges while further strengthening the bilateral defence
partnership. The exercise is aimed at enhancing the joint military capability
of both armies for employment of Integrated Battle Groups in mountainous
and semi-mountainous terrain, with emphasis on infantry-dominated
operations. Defence Ministry said, it will strengthen interoperability,



facilitate exchanges of best operational practices and strengthen joint
planning and execution. Technology infusion will form a key focus area.
The training will include the employment of drones and autonomous
systems for surveillance and reconnaissance as well as demonstration of
contemporary weapon systems will be undertaken at Mahajan Field Firing
Ranges. Subject Matter Experts from both Armies will also exchange views
on emerging technologies and developments in multi-domain warfare.
Maj Gen Amaresh Gunjan, General Officer Commanding, 14 Infantry
Division and Col Benjamin Jackman, Commander, 1st Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, 11th Airborne Division, US Army, addressed the
participating contingents comprising 600 personnel from each side.
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BISHAL EP-I
15.9.26

JAISHANKAR - ICWA

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today laid emphasis on
India's strong commitment to multi-polarity, which emanates from
independent stance and belief in strategic autonomy. Delivering the
valedictory address of Silver Jubilee Celebration of Indian Council of World
Affairs in Delhi, Dr Jaishankar expressed confidence that India is destined
to rise in a turbulent world. He underscored the contemporary trends
shaping India's diplomacy and nation's growing economy and capabilities in
the last decade, and its implications for global engagement. The External
Affairs Minister said Indian diplomacy will always have peace and

development as its central agenda.



(S/B JAISHANKAR -
https://x.com/ANI/status/2099834556673294349?s=20)

<><>Suparna/2011 hrs

BISHAL EP-1 15.09.2026
EVE RAJANTH- VIMARSH

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today emphasisied that self reliance
in defence sector can be achieved through seamless collaboration among
the Defence Forces, Research and Development institutions and the
industry. He called for greater dialogue, co-development and co-production
to accelerate technology adoption and strengthen India’s defence
manufacturing ecosystem. Addressing the DRDO-Industry Synergy Meet,
'VIMARSH 2026’ in New Delhi, Mr Singh said that DRDO has demonstrated
its capabilities in every field, from missiles to radars, combat aircraft to
submarines, electronic warfare system to Artificial Intelligence.

BYTE- RAJNATH SINGH

The Defence Minister said that the reforms witnessed in the defence
sector over the past few years are unprecedented and several game-
changing decisions have also been taken. These include the Positive
Indigenisation List, the Make in India initiative, iDEX, ADITI and the
decision to allocate 25 percent of the Defence Research and Development
budget to the private sector. Mr Singh asserted that these measures have
been taken to ensure that India does not remain dependent on imports in
the defence sector, but moves towards self-reliance.
><>ANKIT/SHIVANG/1655 HRS

GAURAYV :: MADHVI DP-I 15-09-2026
CHENNAI- FINANCE MINISTER
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that education is



one of the best constructions to improve in life. Delivering her keynote
address, she said that uncertainty is prevailing all over the World. Quoting
the various war-like situations in the World, she said that economical
situations seem to be unstable. But the Indian economy is having a steady
and solid growth in the Country with a 7.8 percent. She said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's leadership has been remarkably strong in the
global scenario. She said that Tamil Nadu has been a host to several
international investments which has been contributing to the Nation's
economy. She urged the students to get skilled at Al training centres which
is apt for the present demands of the Industry.
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