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14.09.2026
PM - SEMICON INDIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the fifth edition of
SEMICON India 2026 at Yashobhoomi, New Delhi, on Thursday. The event
will bring together over 600 exhibitors, 300 international companies, and
delegations from more than 40 countries. The exhibition will feature six
country pavilions, twelve State Government pavilions, and a dedicated
Startup Pavilion.

SEMICON India is India's premier semiconductor conference and
exhibition, jointly organised by the India Semiconductor Mission, the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology, and SEMI. It serves as a flagship
platform for bringing together the global semiconductor and electronics



ecosystem, advancing collaboration, innovation, manufacturing, investment,
and talent development. The three-day conference programme will feature
high-level keynotes, panel discussions, and strategic sessions, focusing on
emerging trends and critical areas across the semiconductor and electronics
ecosystem, including semiconductor manufacturing and technology. The
event provides a key opportunity for Indian and international companies to
explore partnerships, investment opportunities, technology collaborations,
and supply-chain linkages, further strengthening India's position as a trusted
global semiconductor partner.

<><>DIPENDRA/PIB/ X/0250

BAIG: MS NP-I 14.09.2026
PM-RAJASTHAN POLLS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed gratitude to the people
of Rajasthan following the BJP's victory in the urban local body elections.

In a social media post, the Prime Minister said, the party's win is a
testament to the triumph of truth over the echo of lies. Mr Modi said, the
people of Rajasthan have once again made it clear that they fully support the
policies of good governance and development under the double-engine
government. This this will not only propel the state to new heights of
progress but also strengthen the Government’s resolve to bring prosperity to
the lives of every individual, he added.

<><>RISHU/PRIYA/2234 HRS
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15.09.2026
IRAN - US CONFLICT

The United States and Iran are disputing each other’s accounts over an
attack on the Panama-flagged oil tanker El Gaia off the coast of Oman, near
the Strait of Hormuz. Iran’s Revolutionary Guard, in a statement carried by
Iranian media, says the tanker hit naval mine while trying to pass through
what they call a restricted area south of the Strait. The IRGC says the vessel
caught fire and was engulfed in flames. It said warnings had previously been
issued about the dangers of using what it described as an “illegal passage.”
However, the US Central Command has rejected this account. CENTCOM



says the tanker was first hit by an Iranian missile last month and rendered
inoperable and that it was struck again by an Iranian drone this weekend,
while the ship sat in waters off the coast of Oman. The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) India had on Sunday stated that the vessel was carrying 14
Indians among its crew, of which one seafarer had been missing.

MANISH SHIVA/ DUBAI/ MAIL/ 0350 HRS.
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15.09.2026
US ANALYST-BRICS

US-based analyst has described India’s hosting of the 18th BRICS
Summit as a success, saying the substantive New Delhi Declaration reflects
New Delhi’s ability to build consensus among countries with differing views.
Michael Kugelman, a Senior Fellow for South Asia at the Atlantic Council, said
the declaration reflects India’s growing convening power and the increasing
appeal of the BRICS grouping. The two-day summit, held in New Delhi under
India’s chairmanship, concluded on Sunday. BRICS comprises 11 major
emerging economies, representing nearly half the world’s population and
around 40 per cent of global GDP. The BRICS countries unanimously adopted
the New Delhi Declaration 2026 on Saturday, with Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping among the leaders attending. The
declaration expressed serious concern over unilateral tariff and non-tariff
measures, saying they distort global trade and violate World Trade
Organisation rules. It also stressed the need for cooperation on terrorism,
conflict prevention and the peaceful resolution of disputes. Mr Kugelman said
the declaration seeks to boost trade among BRICS nations and strengthen
the grouping as an alternative to Western-led economic and financial
institutions. He added that the push for greater intra-BRICS trade showed the
bloc’s ability to deliver substantive measures for economies facing tariffs and
sanctions linked to the Trump administration’s trade policies.

CB/ SWATI/PTI/0439

BISHAL EP-I1
14.09.2026

EVE - IMD WEATHER
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall
over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi



tomorrow. Similar Weather Conditions are also expected to prevail over
Kerala, Mahe, Punjab, South Interior Karnataka, Sub Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal for tomorrow.

The Met Department said that thunderstorms and lightning conditions
will continue over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, Jharkhand, Odisha and Rajasthan during the next two to three days.
Similar Weather Conditions are also expected to prevail over Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh,Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand for
tomorrow.

<><>NITIKA/ANUPAM/1925HRS

SJ MP-II 15.09.2026

REV. EN'S CRICKET

In Men's Cricket, India will take on Afghanistan in the second T20
International at the Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi today. The match will begin
at 07:30 PM Indian Standard Time. India lead the three-match series one-nil
after a convincing seven-wicket win in the opening match on Sunday.
Despite the early loss of Sanju Samson, Abhishek Sharma played a blistering
innings of 82 off 32 balls, supported by Ishan Kishan’s 42 as India chased
down target of 157 set by Afghanistan for the loss three wickets in 13.4
overs. Earlier, put into bat, Afghanistan posted 156 runs for the loss of eight
wickets in their stipulated 20 overs.

The third match of the series will be played at the same venue on
Thursday. <><><>
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SJ MP-I
15.09.2026
NHAI-HELPLINE

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) will upgrade its
existing 1033 National Highway Helpline with advanced technology to
provide faster and better assistance to people travelling on National
Highways. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways said that the
upgraded 1033 helpline will use technologies such as Artificial Intelligence,
real-time location tracking and smart emergency-response systems. These
improvements will help the 1033 helpline identify the location of callers,



understand calls in different Indian languages and send the right assistance
to the location more quickly. The Ministry said that human operators will
continue to play an important role, especially in emergencies where human
judgment and decision-making are essential. The 1033 helpline was
introduced in 2018 and is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It
helps National Highway users with medical emergencies, vehicle
breakdowns, assistance from ambulances, cranes and patrol vehicles and
Toll plaza and FASTag-related issues. The helpline currently covers more
than 1.46 lakh kilometre of National Highways and provides assistance in
multiple languages.

<><>CB/RISHU/PRIYA/0454/HRS
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JAISHANKAR-INDIA VIETNAM

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that Vietnam is a
key partner in India’s Act East Policy, in Vision MAHASAGAR, and in its
outlook of the Indo-Pacific. The Minister said this while co-chairing the 19th
session of the India-Vietnam Joint Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific
and Technological Cooperation in New Delhi.

Dr Jaishankar said that Vietnam is an important partner in the
framework of its Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with the ASEAN. He
said that the meeting is an opportunity to review the implementation of the
commitments which have been made and to translate the political
momentum at the highest level into concrete, tangible outcomes for its
peoples. The Minister noted that the bilateral ties between India and Vietnam
have progressed significantly since the previous meeting of the Joint
Commission held three years ago.

Dr Jaishankar’s meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Vietham Le
Hoai Trung, reviewed the full spectrum of bilateral relations under the
India-Vietnam Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. The two
sides exchanged views on regional and global developments of mutual
interest and reaffirmed their commitment to closer cooperation and
coordination in regional and multilateral fora.

The meeting identified the way forward on deepening ongoing defence
and security collaboration, including through co-production of Indian defence
items, expanding trade, investments and mutually beneficial supply chains,



market access for Indian marine and agricultural products and
pharmaceuticals, financial, port and air connectivity, opportunities in nuclear
energy and space sector, capacity building, and people-to-people ties. They
also agreed to observe next year as the Year of India-Vietnam Friendship to
mark 55 years of diplomatic ties. They welcomed Vietnam’s engagement
under India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiatives.The Ministers expressed
satisfaction at the upward and growing trajectory of bilateral relations.

The Ministry said that Vietnam is a key pillar of India's Act East Policy,
rooted in deep civilisational linkages. It added, the India-Vietham Enhanced
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership continues to grow from strength to
strength across established and new areas of cooperation.

<><>CB/ISHU/ANUPAM/0506/ HRS
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UPI- PAYMENT

The government has announced that banks cannot impose any charges on
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) transactions of up to 2,000 rupees.

According to a government gazette notification no charges can be imposed
on such 2,000 rupees payments made through RuPay-powered debit cards
either.

The notification said no bank or system provider can impose any direct or
indirect charge on a person making or receiving payments through these
modes.

The Finance Ministry notified the changes under the Payment and Settlement
Systems Act to clarify the rules around charges on UPI transactions.

The notification specifically categorised RuPay-powered debit cards and UPI
transactions of up to 2,000 rupees as "electronic modes of payment".

Last month, the government clarified that consumers will not be charged for
making payments through the Unified Payments Interface (UPI), while any
future merchant discount rate (MDR) will be limited to select transactions



above a specified threshold.

The Finance Ministry said that all person-to-person (P2P) UPI transactions
will continue to remain free and there will be no blanket MDR on merchants.

The government further added that such charges would be significantly lower
than the MDR applicable to debit or credit card transactions.

The clarification comes amid debate over a recent amendment to the
Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, with concerns being raised
about the possibility of charges being imposed on UPI users.

IANS/0521/HRS

BISHAL EP-I

14.09.2026
JAISHANKAR-BRICS

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today lauded the successful
conclusion of BRICS Summit 2026 in New Delhi saying that the world saw the
strong convening power of India as most of the heads of state were present
to represent their countries. Talking to the media, Dr Jaishankar said that it is
important to recognize that this BRICS summit was taking place in a very
polarized world, where there are two major conflicts and very strong opinions
and interests. He said that all countries were able to get out a statement
urging peace, security, stability, long-term understanding, the smooth flow of
global trade, supply chains, energy, and of the protection of civilians and
civilian infrastructure.

BYTE - JAISHANKAR
https://x.com/ANI/status/2099461946097713229?s=20

Dr Jaishankar informed that there were 32 delegations that had come
from 11 member states, 10 partner states , four regional organizations and
seven international organizations. He said, even in the midst of this
polarization, a consensus was forged that on the toughest issue of the day,
which was West Asia conflict.

BYTE - JAISHANKAR
https://x.com/ANI/status/2099461946097713229?s=20

The Minister stated that the BRICS countries were very clear that any
act of terrorism is a criminal act, and it also explicitly recognized the
unacceptability of the Pahalgam attack. Condemning the terrorism, Dr



Jaishankar said that BRICS emphasized zero tolerance for terrorism, and
rejected double standards in countering it.
BYTE- JAISHANKAR
https://x.com/ANI/status/2099462860099527030?s=20
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NASHA MUKT BHARAT- SOCIAL JUSTICE

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment today informed that as on
date, the Naya Bharat, Nasha Mukt Bharat campaign has reached more than
34.54 crore citizens. These include over 13.70 crore youth and 10.64 crore
women. Secretary of the Ministry Sudhansh Pant said that more than 1 lakh
67 thousand Lakh Nasha Mukti Mitras have also joined the campaign to
strengthen community participation. He added that over 31.40 lakh
awareness and outreach activities were conducted across the country. Mr
Pant said that the Ministry aims to mobilise more than 10 Crore citizens
through both physical and online participation to undertake the National Mass
Pledge Against Drug Abuse. He said that the National Level Mass Pledge is
scheduled to be held by the end of this month to mark the 6th anniversary of
the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan.

SHIVANG/ANUPAM/1930 HRS



