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BHUVNESH DP-I 03.09.2026
DAY. BELGIUM PM VISIT
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is currently holding bilateral talks with his
Belgian counterpart Bart De Wever in New Delhi. Both the leaders will discuss
the entire spectrum of bilateral relations, as well as regional and global issues
of mutual interest. Several agreements are expected to be signed after the



talks. This morning the Prime Minister of Belgium visited the Rajghat and paid
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi.

The Belgian Prime Minister arrived in the national capital last night on a
three day visit to India. Prime Minister De Wever is being accompanied by
Belgian Minister of Defence, Theo Francken. This is his first visit to India since
taking office in February last year. The visiting dignitary will also deliver a
keynote address at a Confederation of Indian Industry business event, in the
context of the India-EU Free Trade Agreement. Our correspondent reports
that the visit will provide an opportunity to further strengthen the
India-Belgium partnership and advance cooperation in areas of mutual
interest, including trade and investment, defence and security, and
renewable energy.

India and Belgium share historical ties spanning over three centuries.
Belgium was among the first European countries to establish diplomatic
relations with independent India, in September 1947. Belgium is an
important economic partner for India in Europe. Bilateral trade reached over
13 billion dollars in 2025-26. Diamond trade, with Antwerp as a major global
diamond hub, remains a significant component of bilateral commerce.
Belgium is also an important source of investment in India. FDI inflows from
Belgium amounted to approximately 4.2 billion dollars between April 2000
and December 2025. Science, technology and Innovation cooperation is an
important pillar of the partnership and India and Belgium have developed
cooperation in renewable energy, clean technologies and sustainability.
Defense cooperation is also emerging as an important new dimension of the
partnership, reflecting the diversification of bilateral ties into strategic and
security-related areas. Belgium's appointment of a Defense Attaché in New
Delhi reflects this intent of deepening cooperation in defense. The Indian
diaspora is an important bridge between the two countries with around 35
thousand people of Indian origin in Belgium, contributing substantially to
economic, social and cultural life in that country.
<><>ANUPAM/SUPARNA/1142

BHUVNESH DP-II 03.09.2026
SITHARAMAN-INDIA-REFORM

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has pitched for India's reform-led
growth story to investors at a high-level business roundtable in New York,
highlighting the country's 7.8 per cent economic growth in the first quarter of
2026-27 and improved investment climate. Addressing the roundtable



organised by the Consulate General of India in association with Bank of
America, Ms Sitharaman said India continues to be the world's
fastest-growing major economy despite global disruptions and challenges,
the Finance Ministry said on X today. Moreover, she highlighted a range of
reforms, including the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, saying these
measures have provided greater regulatory certainty, eased compliance and
reduced paperwork under the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The
Finance Minister also said the government has focused on creating capital
assets and supporting industry through infrastructure development,
particularly in aviation, while also fostering a conducive investment climate,
the ministry said. Other focus areas include promoting artificial intelligence
and data centres, supporting global capability centres, ensuring credit
availability to micro, small and medium enterprises and reducing
non-performing assets of banks, she said. Ms Sitharaman also reiterated
India's commitment to fiscal prudence and discipline despite continuing
challenges facing the global economy since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic.

BISHAL/IANS/1105

SHUKLA DP-I 03.09.2026
PRALHAD JOSHI - MEETINGS

Union Minister for Education Pralhad Joshi held a meeting with the
Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy, in New Delhi, to
discuss the next phase of school education reforms. In a social media post
yesterday, Mr Joshi said that the discussions focused on strengthening the
foundations of learning, promoting innovation in classrooms and ensuring
that the education system keeps pace with the aspirations of a young and
dynamic India. The Union Minister also held a meeting with the Secretary,
Department of Higher Education, to review the preparedness for the future
examinations scheduled in the upcoming months. Senior Officials of National
Testing Agency were also present during the discussion.

VISHNU/0819 HRS

BHUVNESH DP-1 03.09.2026
RAJNATH - BELGIUM DEF MIN

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that India and Belgium
share warm and long-standing relations founded on mutual respect,
democratic values, and a shared commitment to a rules-based global order.
The Minister said this during his delegation talks with Belgian Defence



Minister Theo Francken in New Delhi. Mr Singh said that the world is
witnessing a time of great geopolitical and economic turmoil and stressed on
the need to handle the challenges. He added that in such situations, meeting
a friend and an important partner like Belgium provides a useful opportunity
to exchange views and perspectives.

(BYTE-RAJINATH)

Belgian Defence Minister Theo Fracken called India a densely
populated and a high-technology country and emphasized on the need for
Belgium to collaborate on future projects. He also underlined on taking
India-Belgium friendship forward.

(BYTE- THEO FRACKEN)
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BHUVNESH DP-I 03.09.2026
TEXTILES- MOU PARIS

India and France have strengthened cooperation in the textile and

fashion sectors, with new agreements signed in Paris to promote Indian
textiles and craftsmanship in global markets. The Bharat Tex Trade
Federation (BTTF) and Premiére Vision Société Anonyme exchanged a
Memorandum of Understanding, in the presence of Secretary in the Ministry
of Textiles, Neelam Shami Rao. In a social media post, the Textiles Ministry
said that the MoU will strengthen cooperation in exhibitions, market linkages,
sustainable sourcing, and knowledge exchange. Meanwhile, the National
Handloom Development Corporation (NHDC) also signed an MoU with
Premiére Vision, world’s leading international textile and fashion sourcing
trade fair. The Ministry noted that the agreement will deepen collaboration
between NHDC and Premiere Vision and facilitate the India Creative Forum at
Premiére Vision for the next three seasons. On the Occasion, Ms. Rao
highlighted India's textile strength, where traditional craftsmanship is
combined with innovation and sustainability. She also met the President and
CEO of Comité Colbert, Bénédicte Epinay, to discuss strengthening
India-France cooperation in luxury, craftsmanship and sustainable creation.
The Ministry added that the discussions also focused on sourcing linkages,
artisan and designer exchanges, sustainable value chains and greater
engagement with Indian platforms such as Bharat Tex.

<><><> VISHNU/1100 HRS
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SPO-BADMINTON

In badminton, veteran Indian shuttler Kidambi Srikanth stunned world
No. 9 Victor Lai of Canada in straight games to enter the men's singles
quarterfinals of the China Masters Super 750 badminton tournament in
Shezhen today. The 33-year-old Srikanth, who had reached the US Open
Super 300 final earlier this year, rallied his way to notch up an upset 21-18
21-19 win over Lai, who won his second World Championships bronze in New
Delhi last month. A former world No. 1 and 2021 World Championships
silver-medallist, Srikanth will face Hong Kong's Lee Cheuk Yiu in his next
match. Meanwhile, in women's singles, Tanvi Sharma, who won the Taipei
Open World Tour Super 300 title recently, showed gumption to fight but
imploded at the back end to go down 17-21 21-18 16-21 to world No. 9
Tomoka Miyazaki of Japan in the second round.
BISHAL/IANS/1130 HRS



