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NSD
GAURAV DP-I 22.09.2026

VP- WATER WEEK

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan today inaugurated Sth India
International Water Week 2026 in New Delhi. Addressing on the occasion,
he stressed upon the precise usage of water and highlighted that it should
be conserved. He underlined that Water week is a significant platform to
bring all stakeholder to deliberate upon processing challenges of water
management.

(Byte- VP)

Jal Shakti Minister C.R Patil highlighted the importance of water
conservation and said that government is committed in providing safe and
sufficient drinking water to every citizen in the country. He said that Water
is a shared resource, and therefore, water security is also a shared
responsibility.

(Byte- CR PATIL)

The theme of this year’s water week is Climate Resilient Water
Management. The five-day international event will provide a
multidisciplinary platform bringing together policymakers, global water
leaders, experts, researchers, practitioners, industry, civil society and
young professionals for dialogue, knowledge exchange, innovation and
partnerships towards addressing emerging water challenges and advancing
a water-secure and climate-resilient future.

<><>SAKLEN/PHONE/AMAN/1156

GAURAV DP-I 22/09/2026
DAY SHAH-ANTF CONFERENCE

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today inaugurated the 3rd National
Conference of Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) Heads of States and UTs in
New Delhi. The two day conference serves as a powerful platform to
safeguard future generations from the menace of drugs. Heads of ANTFs



from 36 States and Union Territories are attending the conference, being
organised by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB). Based on the theme of
the United Resolve, Shared Responsibility, the conference is focussing on
progress of targets assigned to State and UTs ANTFs in recently released
Vision Document on Narcotics Control (2026-29). During the conference,
deliberations will also focus on identifying and adopting appropriate
strategies to further strengthen the Central Government’s measures for
supply reduction, demand reduction, and harm reduction. The discussions
are expected to generate actionable strategies to further strengthen drug
law enforcement and keep the youth of the country away from drugs.
Union Home Ministry said that Central government is working in
mission mode to protect the nation's youth from the adverse effects of
drug abuse. The Ministry said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has set
the goal of a Viksit Bharat by 2047, and realizing this vision is not possible
without building a drug-free India.
<><>ANKIT/PHONE/DIPENDRA/1201

GAURAV DP-II 22/09/2026
UN-V4 INDIA MEETING

The first V4 + India Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was held on the
margins of the Session of the United Nations General Assembly in New
York yesterday. External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar participated in
the meeting along with Foreign Ministers of Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and
the Czech Republic. The meeting was held under the Slovak Presidency of
the V4.

The Ministers exchanged views on ways to strengthen engagement
between India and the Visegrad Group. They acknowledged the strong
bilateral relations that exist between India and each of the V4 countries,
and noted the potential for the V4+India format to complement and add
further momentum to these ties.

External Affairs Ministry said that the discussions covered
opportunities for cooperation in areas such as trade and investment,
technology and innovation, resilient supply chains, defence and security,
connectivity, education, mobility and people-to-people exchanges. The
Ministers also discussed possibilities for greater interaction between



businesses, academic and research institutions and other stakeholders from
India and the V4 member states.

The Ministers also exchanged perspectives on global and regional
developments, peace and security, and cooperation in multilateral fora.
Discussions included the need for reformed multilateralism and addressing
contemporary global challenges, including those affecting the Global South.

The Ministry stated that the inaugural meeting marked an important
step in establishing nhgagement between India and the Visegrad Group at
the Foreign Ministers’ level. The V4+India format offers an additional
platform for dialogue and cooperation, building upon India’s longstanding
and substantive relations with V4 countries.

The V4+India group is a diplomatic dialogue format that brings
together India and the Visegrad Group (V4)-comprising Central European
nations Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic. The Visegrad
Group (V4) is a cultural and political alliance that aims to advance
cooperation in military, economic, cultural, and energy affairs.
<><>AMAN/1046 HRS



SJ MP-I 22.09.2026
IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted the
formation of a low-pressure area over the Bay of Bengal. It is likely to
intensify into a deep depression in the next 24 hours, resulting in heavy to
very heavy rainfall over coastal Andhra Pradesh and Odisha today. Heavy
rainfall is also likely to prevail over Jharkhand, Karnataka, Konkan, Goa,
Madhya Maharashtra, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Gangetic West Bengal,
Assam and Meghalaya during the day. Meanwhile, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal, Konkan, Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra, Marathwada, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal and
Telangana are expecetd to witness thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning and gusty winds during the next two days.

<><>SAUMYA/0741 HRS
SJ MP-1 22.09.2026

HEALTH SECRETARY-AI

Union Health Secretary Punya Salila Srivastava has said that India’s
digital foundation, built through Aadhaar and strengthened by the
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission and ABHA IDs, has enabled the country to
build a scalable and interoperable digital health ecosystem. Speaking at a
fireside chat on 'Grounding the Frontier: A Global South AI Framework' in
New York, she highlighted India’s experience in using Al and digital health
innovations for the Global South.

She said AI models must learn from contextual and representative
data to deliver solutions that are relevant to the populations they serve.
She also highlighted the use of Al in clinical decision support, longitudinal
health records and identifying disease hotspots. Ms Srivastava highlighted
the Strategy for Al in Healthcare (SAHI) as a framework for responsible
and effective adoption of Al in health, underlining India’s experience in
taking technology-enabled solutions to scale. The discussion also explored
how Al can help advance healthcare and development outcomes across the
Global South and contribute to progress towards the Sustainable
Development Goals.

<><>SAUMYA/0820 HRS
SJ MP-II 22/09/2026



INDIA G20 ENERGY CONCENSUS

India has joined other G20 nations in adopting four consensus outcomes
covering household energy access, infrastructure approvals, water reuse
and secure critical-mineral supply chains. At a three-day meeting in
Houston, Texas, hosted by The White House National Energy Dominance
Council, the departments of Energy and the Interior, and the
Environmental Protection Agency. For homes, they backed scalable options
like using liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) to quickly replace traditional
biomass, which helps developing countries switch to cleaner cooking fuels.
They also called for faster and more predictable government permitting
processes for energy infrastructure projects. Additionally, the nations
launched a voluntary water-reuse initiative to recycle water based on its
quality across farming, manufacturing, and community sectors. Finally, the
members agreed to work together voluntarily to secure and diversify the
supply chains of critical minerals through shared data, innovation, and joint
investments.

VISHAL/IANS/0632

GAURAV DP-I 22/09/2026
EC - BYPOLL
The Election Commission today announced bypoll for one seat of
Rajya Sabha in West Bengal. The seat was vacant due to the resignation of
TMC MP Rukmini Mallik. Nomination will begin on 29th of this month and
polling will be held on 16th October. The Commission has also announced
the MLC election for 11 seats in Uttar Pradesh, eight seats in Bihar, five
seats in Maharashtra and four seats in Karnataka. Nomination for the polls
will begin on 29th of this month and polling will be held on 23rd October.
<><>ANUPAM/DIPENDRA/1130 HRS

GAURAY :: MADHVI DP-11 22.09.2026
MANDANA CREATES HISTORY

India's women's opener Smriti Mandhana has created history as she
has become the first cricketer in the world to score 11,000 runs in women's
international cricket. Smriti made this record during the Asian Games final
against Sri Lanka at Korogi Sports Park in Nisshin. Mandhana smashed
three sixes and three fours in the first four overs to get India off to a



blistering start. She surpassed former Indian captain Mithali Raj's record of
10,868 runs.
PAYAL/NET/ MAIL/ 1148 HRS



