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NSD
SHUKLA MP-I
03.09.2026
PM - JAL SHAKTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called for sensitising Urban Local
Bodies to the challenges arising from urbanisation, including population
growth and future water requirements, and suggested organising similar
Chintan Shivirs for Urban Local Bodies. Mr Modi chaired the valedictory
session of the two-day National Departmental Summit on Water, organised
by the Ministry of Jal Shakti yesterday. He called for greater adoption of
water-saving technologies. He also suggested dedicated exhibitions and
workshops, including exposure to global best practices, to enable Indian
manufacturers and stakeholders to develop and scale efficient solutions.

Prime Minister appreciated the intensive two-day deliberations and
emphasised that the actionable and time-bound action points emerging
from the Summit should be pursued through a continuous process of
review and learning. He suggested that the Summit should not remain a
one-time exercise and called for a continuous process of review and follow-
up.

Emphasising Jan Bhagidari, Mr Modi suggested promoting “Jal Utsav”
to create greater awareness among people. Prime Minister called for
making de-silting a regular programme and developing clear criteria and
SOPs for de-silting. On dam safety, he stressed rigorous preparedness
before every monsoon, adherence to prescribed precautions and creating
awareness among school students, including through suitable incorporation
in educational curricula.

Prime Minister further called for strengthening knowledge and
capacity on water management and governance in universities and higher
educational institutions. He suggested structured inter-State study-visits
involving public representatives, officials and farmers to facilitate practical
learning and replication of successful interventions.

Prime Minister called for robust water data governance, with water-



sector data brought together, systematically managed, analysed and
effectively utilised. He recommended the use of Al for data collection and
analysis through a uniform format. He also stressed anticipatory and
integrated planning to address water scarcity through suitable utilisation of
treated water for agriculture and industrial purposes.

CB/SUPARNA/AKSHIT/0545

SHUKLA MP-1 03.09.2026
BELGIUM PM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Belgium, Bart De
Wever, will hold bilateral talks in New Delhi today. Both leaders will discuss
the entire spectrum of bilateral relations, as well as regional and global
issues of mutual interest. The Belgian Prime Minister arrived in the national
capital last night on a three day visit to India. Prime Minister De Wever is
being accompanied by Belgian Minister of Defence, Theo Francken. This is
his first visit to India since taking office in February last year. The visiting
dignitary will also deliver a keynote address at a Confederation of Indian
Industry business event, in the context of the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement. Our correspondent reports that the visit will provide an
opportunity to further strengthen the India-Belgium partnership and
advance cooperation in areas of mutual interest, including trade and
investment, defence and security, and renewable energy.
(VC ENG SUPARNA/HINDI SHIVANG)
India and Belgium share historical ties spanning over three
centuries. Belgium was among the first European countries to
establish diplomatic relations with independent India, in
September 1947. Belgium is an important economic partner for

India in Europe. Bilateral trade reached over 13 billion dollars in
2025-26. Diamond trade, with Antwerp as a major global diamond

hub, remains a_significant component of bilateral commerce.
Belgium is also an important source of investment in India. FDI
inflows from Belgium amounted to approximately 4.2 billion

dollars between April 2000 and December 2025. Science,
technology and Innovation cooperation is an important pillar of
the partnership and India and Belgium have developed
cooperation in renewable enerqgy, clean technologies and
sustainability. Defence cooperation is also emerging as an
important new dimension of the partnership, reflecting the




diversification of bilateral ties into strategic and security-related
areas. Belgium's appointment of a Defence Attaché in New Delhi
reflects this intent of deepening cooperation in defence. The
Indian diaspora is an important bridge between the two countries
with around 35 thousand people of Indian origin in Belgium,

contributing substantially to economic, social and cultural life in
that country. Suparna Saikia, Akashvani News, Delhi.

CB/Suparna/0419
SHUKLA MP-I 02.09.2026
SHIVRAJ SINGH-SHG

Union Agriculture and Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh will
chair a high-level meeting with Banks and State Rural Livelihoods Missions
(SRLMs) in Mumbai today. The meeting will focus on doubling the
individual enterprise credit portfolio to enhance the average quantum of
disbursement to Self Help Groups. The meeting will seek to find a solution
against longstanding loan sanction and time disbursement of sums by
strengthening the role of the cooperative credit structure at the District
Central Cooperative Bank (DCCB) and Primary Agricultural Credit Society
(PACS) level.

Ministry of Rural Development said in a statement that the meeting
will be attended by senior representatives from the Reserve Bank of India,
the Department of Financial Services, Public Sector Banks, Private Sector
Banks, Regional Rural Banks, Cooperative Banks, NABARD, PFRDA, Central
Ministries, State Rural Livelihoods Missions and other key stakeholder
institutions.

The Ministry is implementing the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), one of the flagship
programmes of the Government for building community-based institutions
in rural areas and linking them with sustainable livelihoods. Over the past
one and a half decades, the Mission has mobilised more than 10 crore rural
women into over 93 lakh Self Help Groups (SHGs) and their federations.
The banking sector has been a key partner in this journey, with cumulative
credit disbursement of over 13.67 lakh crore rupees to SHGs, backed by
consistently high repayment discipline.

By implementing Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), the ministry of rural development also
aims to nurture women-led enterprises, strengthen their access to finance



and support their transition into sustainable rural businesses.
CB/ABHINAV/SUPARNA/0456

JEETENDRA NP-II 02.09.2026
SITHARAMAN-NORTH CAROLINA

India has moved to deepen its economic partnerships with the
European Union, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and
several major economies. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman used the
G20 meeting in Asheville to seek greater investment, stronger supply
chains, and wider access to advanced technologies. Sitharaman held a
series of bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the G20 Finance Ministers
and Central Bank Governors Meeting. In talks with European Commissioner
for Economy and Financial Affairs Valdis Dombrovskis, the two sides
discussed strengthening the India-EU Economic and Financial
Partnership.In a separate meeting with World Bank President Ajay Banga,
Sitharaman welcomed the speedy processing of $1.5 billion in Development
Policy Financing. The two sides discussed giving a larger role to the
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency in India.Sitharaman also
highlighted India’s collaboration with the World Bank Group to establish a
Global Digital Public Infrastructure Knowledge Hub in the country.
Sitharaman and IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva reviewed the
global economic outlook and India’s growth trajectory during their meeting,
according to a media statement.Her meeting with South Korean Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minister Koo Yun-cheol focused on investment,
critical minerals, and resilient supply chains.

IANS/2347HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 03.09.2026
UP-HPV VACCINATION

In Uttar Pradesh, a special HPV vaccination campaign aimed at
preventing cervical cancer will be conducted across state from today till
17th of this month. The campaign will be held in all 75 districts of the
state. Around 10 lakh eligible adolescent girls in the 14-year age group are
being targeted for HPV vaccination under the drive. Lucknow Chief Medical
Officer Dr. N. B. Singh has appealed to eligible girls and their parents to
come forward and get the vaccine administered during the campaign. The



HPV vaccine is an important preventive measure against cervical cancer.
CB/OM
AWASTHI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/0458

SHUKLA MP-II 03.09.2026
CRICKET-WOMEN'’S ASIA CUP

In Women's Cricket, India will take on Hong Kong in their second
Group A match in the Twenty-20 Asia Cup at Dubai International Stadium
in UAE today. The match will begin at 8 PM Indian Standard Time. The
Women in Blue opened their campaign with a convincing 94-run win over
Thailand in Dubai on Sunday. A victory over Hong Kong will help the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side secure a place in the semifinals of the ongoing
eight-team tournament. Last night, Sri Lanka defeated Indonesia by 75
runs in the Group ‘B’ match in Dubai. After posting 124 for the loss of
seven wickets in the stipulated 20 overs, Sri Lanka bowled Indonesia out
for just 49 runs in 18.3 overs. Earlier, Indonesia Women won the toss and
opted to Bowl. For Sri Lanka, Chamari Athapaththu was declared Player of
the Match, who took seven wickets.

CB/CRICBUZZ/0429

SHUKLA MP-1 03.09.2026
IMD - WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued red color
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall with isolated extremely heavy
rainfall over East Madhya Pradesh today. While IMD also predicted heavy
to very heavy rainfall in the region till Saturday. The weather agency added
that, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Vidarbha and Uttar Pradesh will
experience heavy to very heavy rainfall in the next three days. While
several places over Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Chandigarh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and West Madhya Pradesh
are also expected to witness heavy rainfall during the next two days. The
Met Department further predicted thunderstorms, accompanied with
lightning and gusty winds over Andhra Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Interior
Karnataka today.

VISHNU/0712






