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FUR REV CABINET

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) today approved
an increase in the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs), for all mandated Rabi
crops for the Marketing Season 2027-28. Briefing the media in New Delhi
after the Union Cabinet meeting, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the decision has been taken to ensure remunerative
prices for farmers for their produce. He said the highest absolute increase
in MSP has been announced for safflower at 675 rupees per quintal,
followed by rapeseed and mustard at 413 rupees per quintal. The Minister
said the MSP for lentil, or masur, has been increased by 390 rupees per
quintal, barley by 136 rupees per quintal, gram by 83 rupees per quintal
and wheat by 25 rupees per quintal.

(BYTE: ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

The increase in MSPs for mandated Rabi crops for the Marketing
Season 2027-28 is in line with the Union Budget 2018-19 announcement of
fixing MSPs at a level of at least one-and-a-half times the All-India



weighted average cost of production.

The Minister said the CCEA has also approved the implementation of
the Intelligent Traffic Management System (ITMS) project by the Delhi
Police at an estimated cost of over one thousand 789 crore rupees,
inclusive of taxes. He said the project will cover 42 identified traffic
corridors and will be implemented in three phases over 24 months,
followed by five years of operation and maintenance.

(BYTE: ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

Delhi has around 71 lakh active registered vehicles. Vehicular growth
has substantially outpaced the expansion of road infrastructure, while
traffic regulation continues to depend significantly on fixed signal timings
and manual intervention. The ITMS seeks to make better use of available
road capacity by enabling traffic management to respond dynamically to
actual traffic conditions.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the Cabinet also approved the Green Energy
Corridor (GEC) Phase-III scheme. He said the historic initiative will
strengthen India’s intra-state transmission system to enable the evacuation
of up to 135 gigawatts of renewable energy across States and Union
Territories. The Minister said, the scheme also provides for the deployment
of 50 gigawatt-hours of Battery Energy Storage Systems at the renewable
energy developer or generator end, or at any other location of importance
for grid flexibility. This will help address intermittency, congestion and
peak-hour curtailment, as well as meet demand during non-solar hours.
The Minister said the scheme will facilitate grid integration and power
evacuation within the States and Union Territories.

(BYTE : ASHWINI VAISHNAW)
ANKIT/ANUPAM/1757
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REV AMIT SHAH-PUNJAB

Senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah has
said that Punjab will be made drug-free by the end of 2029. Addressing a
‘Nasha Mukt Punjab Rally’ in Jalandhar today, Mr. Shah said, the BJP
would contest the upcoming Assembly elections in Punjab on the
issue of making the state free from the menace of drugs. He said
the BJP fulfills the promises it makes. Mr. Shah said the government has



addressed terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir and ended extremism in the
North-East, adding that the focus will now be on making Punjab drug-free.
Paying tribute to martyrs from Punjab, including Shaheed Bhagat
Singh and Udham Singh, who played a significant role in country's freedom
struggle, Mr. Shah said the state, once known for its bravery, agriculture
and prosperity, is now facing the challenge of drug menace. He blamed
Aam Aadmi Party government in the state for deteriorating law
and order situation, corruption and rising drug-related problems
in Punjab. Mr. Shah said he met families affected by drug abuse who had
lost their loved ones. He assured them that if the BJP comes to
power in the state, those involved in selling drugs would be dealt
with firmly. The Home Minister also assured farmers that their concerns
will be addressed. He said efforts will also be made to revive
industries and create employment opportunities for the youth in
Punjab.
<><><>RAJESH BALI/JALANDHAR/MAIL/1619 HRS
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KUMARASWAMY- MHI

Union Minister for Heavy Industries HD Kumaraswamy today unveiled
and digitally launched the Impact Report of the Ministry of Heavy
Industries (MHI) Industry Accelerator Project in New Delhi. Mr
Kumaraswamy said that the event marked the conclusion of the MHI
Industry Accelerator Project and highlighted the importance of building
domestic technological and manufacturing capabilities. The Minister said
that the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat requires India to move beyond being
a large market for advanced technologies and develop the capacity to
manufacture and export them. Mr Kumaraswamy said that the MHI
Industry Accelerator Programme have provided more than 35 crore rupees
in Grant-in-Aid for 10 technologies, with the objective of supporting their
progression from Technology Readiness Level 3 to Level 9.

Highlighting the scale of support extended under the Scheme for
Enhancement of Competitiveness in the Indian Capital Goods Sector -
Phase II, he said that the scheme has a total financial outlay of one
thousand 207 crore rupees and aims to support common technology
development and services infrastructure. He added that under the scheme,



33 projects have been approved.
SHIVANG/BHANU/1509 HRS
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QUANTUM- SINGH

Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh today said that
India has achieved a landmark milestone in its technological capabilities,
crossing over one thousand kilometers in quantum secure communication.
He added that it has surpassed half of its eight-year target in less than
three years. The minister made these remarks at the inaugural session of
National Quantum Mission PRAGATI Q FOUNDRY event in New Delhi. He
said that national quantum mission ecosystem currently encompasses 14
technical groups, 17 project teams, over 150 dedicated researchers, and 43
institutions spanning 17 states and two Union Territories. He highlighted
the critical role of early industry engagement to ensure quantum
innovations achieve commercial viability and long-term sustainability. Dr
Singh added that the mission seeks to fortify national security while
establishing India as a dominant global deep-tech hub heading toward the
centenary of its independence in 2047.

Byte Jitendra Singh (GNR MAIL)

During the event, the minister also launched 9 new startups under
National Quantum Mission. PRAGATI Q-Foundry 2026 is a national lab-to-
market platform and investor meetup under the National Quantum Mission-
NQM. The platform brings together researchers, startups, industry leaders,
investors, policymakers, and technology partners to strengthen India’s
quantum materials and devices ecosystem through collaboration,
demonstration, and technology translation.

<><>AMAN/1450 HRS
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EVE. MEN'S CRICKET-ODI TARGET

In Men’s Cricket, West Indies have set a target of 406 runs for host
India on the second ODI of the three-match series in Guwahati. In reply,
India were for in overs when reports last came in.




Earlier, put in to bat, West Indies posted 405 runs for the loss of 7
wickets in their allotted 50 overs, their first 400-plus total in ODI cricket.
John Campbell, Shai Hope and Amir Jangoo hit centuries as the West
Indies surpassed their previous best of 389 against England in 2019.

After a convincing eight-wicket victory in the opening match in
Thiruvananthapuram, India aims to extend their lead in the series and
establish an insurmountable advantage.

JPG/NET/1920 HRS



