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SANJIO EP-I 16.09.2026
REV CABINET - EPFO

The Union Cabinet has enhanced the wage ceiling for mandatory
coverage under the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) from
15 thousand rupees to 25 thousand rupees per month. Addressing the
media in New Delhi after the Cabinet meeting today, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the decision is expected
to bring more than 51 lakh additional employees within the ambit of
mandatory EPFO coverage, significantly widening social security protection
for workers. The annual Government outgo on this is estimated at about
11 thousand 339 crore rupees. Mr Vaishanw said that the revised wage
ceiling will come into effect from Vishwakarma Jayanti tomorrow.

(BYTE - Ashwini Vaishnaw)



The Minister said that the EPFO wage ceiling remained unchanged
throughout the decade from 2004 to 2014, before being substantially
enhanced to 15 thousand rupees in September 2014. Mr Vaishnaw
highlighted that the present decision carries forward this approach by
further raising the ceiling to 25 thousand rupees to reflect the sustained
wage growth, rising incomes and a continued expansion of formal
employment over the intervening years.

(BYTE - Ashwini Vaishnaw)

Our correspondent reports that the approval will expand access to
provident fund savings, pension protection under the Employees’ Pension
Scheme.

(Voice Cast - ANAND/DIPENDRA)

The decision to raise the wage ceiling marks another
important step towards building an inclusive, resilient and future-
ready social security architecture. At present a fresh employee
joining employment at a wage above 15 thousand rupees per
month is not automatically covered under the EPF framework.
Raising the ceiling to 25 thousand will bring a substantial

segment of employees within the statutory social security
framework. The revised wage ceiling will support stronger

employee retention and a more stable formal workforce resulting
in sustainable employment and higher productivity. The approval
will expand access to provident fund savings, pension protection
under the Employees’ Pension Scheme and insurance protection
under the Employees’ Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme. Anand
Kumar, Akashvani News Delhi.

<><>ANAND/DIPENDRA/1734

SANJIO EP-I 16-09-2026
PM AWARDS E AUCTION

An e-auction of mementos and gifts received by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will commence from tomorrow. Addressing the media in
New Delhi, Minister of Culture and Tourism Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said
that around one thousand five hundred items have been kept for auction
this year including painting, textiles, statues, antiques and handicraft
artworks, representing India's diverse cultures, faiths and traditional
craftsmanship. Mr Shekhawat said that a total of seven thousand four
hundred forty one objects were auctioned, raising fifty two crore rupees in



the previous seven editions of e-Auction. He said that the proceeds were
dedicated by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the Namami Gange
campaign for the continuous flow and cleanliness of the river Ganga. Mr
Shekhawat urged people to participate in the e-auction as it will serve a
noble purpose, contributing to the Namami Gange Fund.

BYTE- Gajendra Singh Shekhawat (NSD WHATSAPP)

The Ministry of Culture said that a total of 1498 mementos are being
offered in this edition. It said that the edition features 50 identified Hero
objects, representing some of the distinctive pieces in the collection. The
Ministry said that it includes a silver Memento of Lord Ram from Karnataka
with a base price of 13.5 lakh rupees. The online auction will continue till
the 31st of October. Individuals who are interested in taking part in the
process can register and participate through the official website,
https://pmmementos.gov.in.

<<<>>> AKSHIT/1808
The Government has introduced an exemption from the requirement of
Registration-cum-Membership  Certificate (RCMC) or Certificate of
Registration for small-value export consignments up to three lakh rupees.
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry said the measure is aimed at
reducing the compliance burden for new and small exporters and
facilitating exports through Postal, Courier and other emerging channels.

<><><>

The government has declared Pakistan-based Shahzad Bhatti
Network as a terrorist organisation under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA). The terrorist group is involved in smuggling of
arms, explosives and narcotics across borders, apart from inciting youths
and petty criminals into terrorism. The Union Home Ministry has issued
gazette notification in this regard. The Ministry said, the decision was taken
in keeping with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of adopting a zero-
tolerance approach towards terrorism.

<><><>

India has expressed deep concern at the drone attack near Makkah
in Saudi Arabia. Responding to media queries regarding the drone attack,
External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, the incident
near Makkah is particularly concerning, given the special significance of the
city to Muslims across the world. The Spokesperson further said, India
expresses hope for the early restoration of peace and stability in the
region.



<><><>
The External Affairs Ministry today summoned the Charge d'Affaires
of the High Commission of Pakistan in New Delhi and lodged a strong
protest over the unacceptable conduct of Pakistani naval units at sea,
which led to a collision with a unit of the Indian Navy. In a statement, the
Ministry said, while the incident which took place in international waters,
did not cause any major damage, the conduct was in direct contravention
of the Agreement between India and Pakistan on Advance Notice on
Military Exercises, Manoeuvres and Troop Movements of April 1991.
<><><>
A Special Court of the National Investigation Agency at Jagdalpur in
Chhattisgarh, today sentenced all ten convicts to death in the 2013 Jhiram
Valley Maoist attack case. The convicts have been given 30 days to appeal
against the verdict in the High Court. The attack took place on 25th May
2013 in Jhiram Valley in Bastar district, killing 27 people, including several
senior Congress leaders, and injuring 35 others.

GAURAV DP-I 16.09.2026
DAY - IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department has forecast heavy rainfall over
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab and Delhi for today. Similar Weather
Conditions are also expected to prevail over Kerala, Mahe, Punjab, Sub
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim,Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal for
the day. The Met Department said that thunderstorms and lightning
conditions are expected over Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Rajasthan for the next two to three days. Similar
Weather Conditions are also expected to prevail over Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh,Uttar Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand for today.

<><>NITIKA/DIPENDRA/1256 HRS



