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Union Health and Family Welfare Minister J. P. Nadda has said that
Ayushman Bharat scheme has transformed the country's healthcare
landscape. Addressing the inaugural event of Aarogya Manthan 2026 in
New Delhi today, Mr Nadda said today the treatment of 90 per cent of
cancer cases starts within thirty days due to Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. The Minister highlighted that around 13 crore
patients have been treated under Ayushman Bharat so far and nearly two
lakh crore rupees has been disbursed by the National Health Authority. The
Minister said Ayushman Bharat is now being implemented in all 36 States
and Union Territories, benefiting a large number of migrant workers. Mr.
Nadda said the government will continue to strengthen digital healthcare
and use technology to provide more patient-centric services to citizens. The
Aarogya Manthan 2026 marks eight years of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana and five years of Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission. During the event, Union Health Minister presented awards to best
performing States and Union Territories under both schemes. Mr Nadda
also launched the National Healthcare Providers Registry Mobile App and
Secure Data Environment application to further strengthen India’s digital
health and health assurance ecosystem. The day long event has brought
together senior leaders from the Centre and States, healthcare institutions,
insurers and domain experts. They are reviewing the progress made under
these initiatives and deliberating on the next phase of India’s health system
transformation.
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REV ASIAN GAMES-TABLE TENNIS

At the Asian Games, Indian Mixed Doubles pair of Diya
Chitale and Manush Shah signed off with a podium finish in table
tennis at Aichi-Nagoya in Japan today. The Indian pair ranked
eighth in the world, settled for a bronze medal after losing to
World Champions and Chinese combination Wang Chugqin and Sun
Yingsha 0-3 (8-11, 5-11, 8-11) this afternoon. The achievement
marks India's second-ever table tennis mixed doubles medal at the Asian
Games. The first came through Sharath Kamal and Manika Batra, who won
bronze at the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta. Chitale and Shah had stormed
into the semifinals, defeating Hong Kong's world No. 4 duo Wong Chun



Ting and Doo Hoi Kem. 3-1 (11-6, 13-15, 11-9, 11-5) in the quarterfinal
this morning.

SWATI/NET/1600
ASIAN GAMES KABADDI SEMIFINALS

India’s men’s and women'’s kabaddi teams have entered the finals at the
Asian Games after registering comprehensive victories in their respective
semifinal matches. The women defeated Nepal 48-24, while the men
outplayed Thailand 66-28, keeping their unbeaten run intact.India’s women
led 31-17 at half-time and dominated throughout the match. The men also
took a commanding 37-18 lead in the first half and maintained their
superiority in the second. The Indian men secured 15 bonus points,
compared with five by Thailand. Both Indian teams will face the winners of
the Iran-Chinese Taipei matches in the finals. India have dominated
women'’s kabaddi since its introduction at the Asian Games in 2010, while
the men have won eight gold medals since the sport entered the Games in
1990. Iran are the only other country to have won the men’s title, in 2018.
<><><>PUNEET/PTI/1203 HRS

<><><>PUNEET/PTI/1203 HRS
INDIA-LDC SUPPORT

India has reaffirmed its steadfast partnership with the Least
Developed Countries. Secretary (Economic Relations) in the Ministry of
External Affairs, Sudhakar Dalela, participated in the Annual Ministerial
Meeting of LDCs on the sidelines of the 81st UN General Assembly in New
York. He called for accessible finance, investment in local production and
job creation, and technology partnerships to support the sustainable and
irreversible graduation of LDCs. Mr. Dalela also addressed an engagement
on inclusive disaster and climate resilience, organised by Thailand, the
Philippines, Japan and the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction. He
highlighted India’s strengthened early warning systems, risk-informed
infrastructure and disaster preparedness, as well as the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and India-ASEAN cooperation. He stressed
the need to translate early warnings into timely action and reiterated
India’s offer to host the Fourth UN World Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction in 2030.



Earlier, at a UN meeting on financing adaptation and just
transition, Mr. Dalela highlighted India’s life-saving early warning systems
and efforts to mainstream adaptation through national and state-level
planning. He called for predictable finance for country-led adaptation and
stressed that adaptation finance should protect vulnerable countries and
communities without adding to their debt burdens.

<><><>PUNEET/IANS/1349 HRS

PM-DEENDAYAL UPADHYAYA TRIBUTE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has paid tribute to Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya on his birth anniversary today. In a social media post, Mr Modi
highlighted that Pandit Upadhyaya regarded the upliftment of the person
standing at the last row of society as the foundation of nation-building. The
Prime Minister stated that his philosophy of Antyodaya continues to serve
as a profound inspiration for public welfare and national progress. On the
occasion, Mr Modi urged everyone to reaffirm their resolve to internalize
Pandit Upadhyay's thoughts and ideals to fulfill their social and national
responsibilities.

JAISHANKAR-MEETING

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today held discussions with
his Jamaican counterpart Kamina Johnson Smith, Foreign Ministers of
Ghana Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa, Suriname Melvin Bouva and the
President of East West Center, Celeste Connors in New York. In a social
media post, Mr Jaishankar said that during the meeting, they discussed
how the world will not be defined by binary choices and countries will
continue to make their choices based on interests, values and trust. They
also agreed that the UN remains indispensable, while recognising the need
for reform to reflect the aspirations and realities of the Global South. Dr
Jaishankar noted that the voice of the Global South will continue to matter
amidst geopolitical fragmentation, conflicts, climate change, economic
uncertainty and technological disruption.

PRIYA/1603HRS
POWER SECRETARY-MEETING



Secretary of the Ministry of Power Pankaj Agarwal today held a
meeting with the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, EDF group, France
Mr Bernard Fontana in New Delhi to review the ongoing engagement
between India and EDF on the proposed deployment of EPR reactors in
India. Discussions during the meeting centred on the deployment of EPR
technology, India's regulatory reforms for the nuclear sector, cooperation
on pumped hydro storage projects, and the way forward for a robust,
mutually beneficial partnership. EDF apprised the Indian side of its efforts
to build an ecosystem and supply chain in India for large-scale localization,
and reiterated that a sizeable programme with multiple nuclear reactors
would give suppliers confidence and enable economies of scale by
leveraging Indian industry's capabilities. The Secretary briefed the French
side on the progress made in finalizing India's regulatory framework for the
nuclear power sector. The meeting was attended by officials from the
Ministry of Power, the Ministry of External Affairs, Central Electricity
Authority (CEA), NTPC Limited and NPCIL on the Indian side, and by
officials of EDF and the Embassy of France in India on the French side.

PRIYA/1722HRS

GUWAHATI-VANDE MATARAM CAMP

A week-long Vande Mataram Camp organised by Mera Yuva
Bharat Kamrup Metro was inaugurated at the Bani Kanta Kakati Auditorium
of Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshetra in Guwahati today.

Youth Welfare and Sports Minister Biswajit Daimary while
inaugurating the camp urged young people to become self-reliant and build
themselves into capable individuals. He also said that sports should not be
pursued only for winning awards, but also for maintaining good health and
contributing to the progress of society. The camp, being held from
September 24 to 30, brings together around 150 young participants from
Assam, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Sikkim, West Bengal and
Bihar. The week-long programme will feature traditional dance and music,
cultural exchanges, patriotic activities, constitutional awareness
programmes and youth interactions, celebrating India’s rich cultural
heritage. Director of Sports and Youth Welfare Ankur Bharali and Director
of Mera Yuva Bharat Kamrup Metro, Assam, Dinabandhu Saha, were also
present at the programme.

<><><>RITUSHMITA TAMULI/GUWAHATI/MAIL/1718



