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JPC - FCRA

The first meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, will be held in New Delhi
today. The Committee will receive a briefing from representatives of the
Ministry of Home Affairs on the provisions of the Bill. Both Houses of
Parliament, on 12th August, gave their nod to referring the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, to a Joint Parliamentary
Committee for further scrutiny. The Bill seeks to amend the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010, with the objective of making the use
of foreign contributions more transparent and accountable. The Committee
comprises 21 members from the Lok Sabha, nominated by the Speaker,
and 10 members from the Rajya Sabha, nominated by the Chairman.

BISHAL :: KAVITA DP-I 18.09.2026
RAJNATH - BENGALURU VISIT

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will grace the handing over
ceremony of HAL platforms to the Indian Air Force and Pawan Hans in
Bengaluru today. The public sector aviation manufacturer HAL will hand
over two LCA FoC trainer aircraft to IAF, four Dhruv Next Generation
helicopters to Pawan Hans and the first HTT 40 basic trainer aircraft to the
Indian Air Force. A contract for 16 LCA fighter aircraft and four twin seaters
in FOC configuration was placed in 2010. HAL plans to deliver 29 MK1A
twin seater LCA aircraft to the IAF by 2033-34. The handing over of Dhruv
NG marks its induction into the civil aviation segment. It is India’s first
indigenously produced civil helicopter that meets AS-4 requirements,
making it suitable for civilian roles including offshore operations. HTT 40
that expands to Hindustan Turbo Trainer 40 is an indigenously designed
and developed basic trainer aircraft with modern cockpit and avionics suite.
HAL has a contract to supply 70 HTT 40 aircraft to the Ministry of Defence.
The induction of HTT 40 aircraft will strengthen India’s self-reliance in
military pilot training in the Indian Air Force.
<>SUDHINDRA/ BENGALURU/MAIL/1128

BISHAL :: KAVITA DP-I 18.09.2026
SWACHH BHARAT MISSION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is completing 25 years in public
service, a journey defined by the mantra of 'Jan Seva Se Desh Seva' and a
continued commitment to public service that remains steadfast even today.



Guided by this vision of Seva and Sushasan, the Government is
continuously working towards achieving the goal of a Viksit Bharat by
2047. Through inclusive development and social empowerment, this
commitment is bringing transformative changes in the lives of people. On
this occasion, we are broadcasting a special series of the Seva Sankalp
campaign. In this special series of the Seva Sankalp campaign, today we
examine the social and health-related changes taking place on the ground
through the Swachh Bharat Mission.
MAHVISH RAHMAN
Launched under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
campaign has transformed cleanliness into a people’s movement, from
remote villages to urban areas across Jharkhand. More than 91 percent of
the villages in the state have been declared ODF Plus, where focused
efforts are now underway on solid and liguid waste management. Calling
upon every citizen to make cleanliness a part of their habits and values,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that cleanliness is not merely a
programme; it should become a part of our lives.
SOUND BITE - PRIME MINISTER
VO-2
Inspired by the Prime Minister’s vision, the construction of nearly 42 lakh
“Izzat Ghar”, or household toilets, in rural areas of Jharkhand has helped
ensure dignity and safety for women. At the same time, in the remote
tribal areas of the state, initiatives under the Gobardhan scheme to convert
waste into wealth and produce biogas are contributing to strengthening the
rural economy. Rural women in Ranchi who have directly benefited from
the Swachh Bharat Mission shared their happiness over the significant
changes brought about in their areas.
SOUND BITE - BENEFICIARY

Under the Swachhata Hi Seva campaign, more than five thousand
Swachhata Target Units and garbage-vuilnerable locations in Jharkhand
have been cleaned on a large scale this year. This new consciousness
towards cleanliness has not only improved people’s health and quality of
life, but has also strengthened the foundation of Viksit Bharat @2047 by
transilating the resolve of "prosperity through cleanliness” into reality. With
Karmveer, Mahvish Rahman, Akashvani News, Ranchi.

MAHVISH RAHMAN, RANCHI, MAIL/0941
BISHAL DP-1 18.09.2026




INDIA-NEPAL-IGSC MEET

India and Nepal discussed measures to facilitate greater market
access for products of both countries. The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry in a statement said that during the two day meeting of Inter-
Governmental Sub-Committee (IGSC) on Trade, Transit and Cooperation to
Control Unauthorized Trade which concluded vyesterday both sides
reviewed a wide range of issues. It was related to market access, Customs
and trade facilitation, standards, food safety, border infrastructure, rail and
road connectivity and other trade-related matters. The Indian delegation
was led by Joint Secretary in the Department of Commerce, Ujjwal Kumar
Ghosh, while the Nepali delegation was led by Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies, Buddha Bahadur Gurung.
The meeting focused on facilitating legitimate trade while strengthening
mechanisms to ensure compliance with applicable rules and prevent misuse
of preferential trade arrangements. Both sides also reviewed rail and road
connectivity, movement of freight, Integrated Check Posts and land-port
infrastructure. The discussions focused on improving the utilisation of
existing infrastructure and addressing operational bottlenecks affecting
bilateral and transit trade. The Ministry said that India and Nepal share
close historical, cultural and economic ties and the discussions at the IGSC
are expected to further strengthen bilateral trade, transit connectivity and
economic cooperation between the two countries.

<><>SAUMYA/ANUPAM/1032 HRS

SHUKLA DP-II 18.09.2026
REV. ASIAN GAMES - JAPAN

The Asian Games 2026 gets underway for the Indian women's cricket
team as the Harmanpreet Kaur-led side takes on the hosts Japan for the
first time in their history. The defending Asian Games champions will begin
their gold-medal defense in a straight knockout fixture at Korogi Athletic
Park in Nisshin, Japan.
SANYUKTA/ANI/0925

IMD

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall in Bihar,
Odisha, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Kerala and Rajasthan today.
Met Department has predicted thunderstorms accompanied by lightning



and gusty winds in Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Konkan, Goa, Karnataka and Lakshadweep today. Similar
weather conditions are expected over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal,
Kerala, Mahe, parts of North East India and Andaman and Nicobar islands
during the next two days. Weather Agency has forecast a partly cloudy sky
in the national capital today.
BISHAL :: KAVITA DP-I 18.09.2026
UDHAMPUR-OPERATIONS

Northern Army Commander Lieutenant General Pratik
Sharma commends White Knight Corps for successfully
neutralizing two Jaish Terrorists under Operation Sohan in
Udhampur

Army Commander Northern Command, Lieutenant General Pratik
Sharma, complimented White Knight Corps for their swift, precise and
professional action in neutralizing two terrorists during Operation Sohan in
Majalta area of Udhampur district. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent
reports that the successful intelligence-based operation, conducted in
seamless synergy with J&K Police and CRPF, once again underscores the
strength of joint inter-agency coordination in the Counter Terrorism grid.
The successful operation led to elimination of two Jaish terrorists and
arrest of one OGW besides recovery of arms and ammunition. Meanwhile,
MLA Udhampur East, RS Pathania also lauded the security forces for
carrying out a successful counter insurgency operation.

<>N. GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/ MAIL/ 1002
BISHAL DP-II 18.09.2026

EAM BHUTAN JOINT STATEMENT

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar has reaffirmed India’s
support for Bhutan’s developmental goals and priorities. During his official
visit to Bhutan from 16th to 18th September, Dr. Jaishankar and his
Bhutanese Counterpart Lyonpo D. N. Dhungyel reviewed all aspects of
bilateral cooperation, besides regional and international issues of mutual
importance. The two sides appreciated the progress in strengthening the
special and multi-faceted India-Bhutan partnership.

Both the Ministers also jointly inaugurated and launched several
development projects. These included the 65-bedded Gyaltsuen Jetsun
Pema Mother and Child Hospital in Mongar, the Jaganathan Bridge on the



Samdrup Jongkhar-Trashigang Highway, and the transfer of 43 jersey cows
from India to the National Cattle Breeding Centre in Bumthang. India also
handed over 54 electric vehicles to the Bhutanese Government. The
ministers also laid the foundation stone for the 500-kilowatt Lunana
Hydropower Project.

During the meeting, the two sides also expressed satisfaction at the
implementation of the Joint Vision on Energy Partnership of March 2024,
and recalled the recent strides in energy cooperation, including the
inauguration of the 1020 MW Punatsangchhu-II Hydroelectric Project
(HEP). It also includes signing of its Tariff Protocol, and the resumption of
dam construction of 1200 MW Punatsangchhu-I HEP. They welcomed the
signing of the Agreement on concessional Line of Credit of 4000 crores
rupees for energy projects in Bhutan. They also welcomed the active
engagement of Indian companies in hydropower projects in Bhutan, adding
dynamism to the existing energy cooperation.

The Ministers also welcomed the operationalisation of a UPI-based
facility, enabling Bhutanese nationals to make digital payments in India
using Bhutanese mobile applications.

During his visit, Dr. Jaishankar also called on the King of Bhutan
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck and Bhutanese Prime Minister Dasho
Tshering Tobgay.




