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SHUKLA MP-1 16.09.2026
WORLD OZONE DAY
World Ozone Day is being observed across the globe, today. The day is
dedicated to raising awareness about the crucial role of the ozone layer in safeguarding
life on Earth. The theme for 2026 is “Global Action for a Cooler Planet.” The theme
highlights the achievements of international cooperation in protecting the ozone layer.
It also connects ozone protection with climate-change action. The theme emphasises
collective responsibility and sustained global action. It promotes the use of
environmentally friendly technologies and safer alternatives. 2026 marks the 10th
anniversary of the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol. The Kigali Amendment
was adopted in 2016. Often described as “Earth’s umbrella, the ozone layer acts as a
protective shield, blocking harmful UV radiation from the sun. This natural barrier
significantly reduces the risk of skin cancer, cataracts, and damage to ecosystem
NET/0645
SHUKLA MP-I 16.09.2026

IMF - INDIA

International Monetary Fund (IMF) says, India has the potential to power the next wave
of global growth, supported by its strong economic foundations, private-sector
dynamism and expanding technological capabilities. IMF Deputy Managing Director
Nigel Clarke described India as the world’s fastest-growing major economy and a
central contributor to international economic expansion. He made this statement after
completing a five-day visit to India that included meetings in New Delhi, Mumbai and
Chennai. Clarke praised India’s dynamic private sector, deep talent pool, and rapidly
advancing capabilities in technology and manufacturing. He identified innovation, digital
transformation, advanced manufacturing and wider technology adoption as important
drivers of productivity and competitiveness. During the visit, he met Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra and NITI Aayog Vice Chairman
Ashok Kumar Lahiri. Clarke said his discussions with Indian policymakers covered the
country’s economic outlook, changes in the global environment and measures needed
to support sustainable and inclusive growth.

RUPESH/IANS/0653

GAURAV :: JATIN DP-1 16.09.2026
JAISHANKAR BHUTAN

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will be on a two day official visit to
Bhutan from today. During the visit, Dr Jaishankar will hold bilateral talks with Foreign



Minister of Bhutan Lyonpo D.N. Dhungyel. He will receive a royal audience with the King
of Bhutan and call on Prime Minister of Bhutan. The Ministry of External Affairs said, the
visit is in keeping with the tradition of regular high-level exchanges between India and
Bhutan, and to further strengthen the existing close ties of friendship and cooperation
between the two countries.

<><><>ANUPAM MISHRA/MAIL/0959 HRS
SHUKLA :: AARTI MP-I 16.09.2026
CHOUHAN - BIHAR VISIT

Union Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan is
arriving in Bihar today on a day-long visit. The visit is being made on the directions of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. During the visit, Mr. Chouhan will take stock of the flood
situation, review relief and rescue operations, and meet flood-affected farmers and
families. Here is a report:
[V/C- ABHISHEK DAS]

The Union Minister will begin his visit with an aerial survey of the
flood-affected areas of Dighwara and Maner in Patna district. He will then
visit Tarsia and Saraipur villages in Hajipur. In Patna, Mr. Chouhan will hold a
high-level meeting with Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary and senior officials.
The meeting will review the flood situation, disaster management relief and
rescue operations, and the assistance being provided to affected farmers.

The Union Minister will also visit Munger and Bhagalpur. Meanwhile, the
flood situation in Bihar continues to remain serious. According to the Disaster
Management Department, nearly 50 lakh people in 15 districts have been
affected by floods. According to information received from the Central Water
Commission, the Ganga, Gandak, Kosi, Punpun, Bagmati and Ghaghra rivers

are flowing above the danger mark at several places. Abhishek Das
Akashawani News Patna.

ABHISHEK DAS, PATNA, MAIL, 0730
SHUKLA MP-I 16.09.2026
IMD - WEATHER
India Meteorological Department has forecast heavy rainfall over Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi
today. Similar Weather Conditions are also expected to prevail over Kerala, Mahe,
Punjab, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal for
the day. Met Department said that thunderstorms and lightning conditions will
continue over Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Jharkhand, Odisha and Rajasthan for
the next two days. Similar Weather Conditions are also expected to prevail over Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh,Uttar Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand for today.
NISHA/RISHU/0648
GAURAV DP-1 16.09.2026
MINISTERS-WORLD OZONE DAY
On World Ozone Day today, Minister of State for Environment, Forest and



Climate Change Kirti Vradhan Singh said that the ozone layer is the shield against
harmful UV rays. In a social media post, the Minister highlighted that the day reminds
that protecting the ozone layer starts at home. He said that simple measures, like
maintaining ACs at 24 degree Celsius and choosing efficient appliances, reduce
emissions for a healthier Earth. Mr Singh said preserving the ozone layer safeguards
human health, biodiversity and climate stability. He also called on the citizens to
embrace sustainable practices for a safer future.

<><>RISHU/ANKIT/1000 HRS
SHUKLA MP-I I 16.09.2026

NEPAL - DEATH TOLL

The death toll in Nepal flash floods climbed to 1,399 as more bodies were
recovered from the eight affected districts. The joint command of security personnel is
continuing its search and rescue operations, with the number of missing people
estimated to be 5,170. Officials said, a total of 13,742 people have been rescued so far.
The flash floods, triggered by an ice-rock avalanche near the Nepal-Tibet border on
August 26, devastated towns and villages in northern and central Nepal. According to
the latest data released by the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Authority, 364 bodies were recovered from Chitwan district, 232 from Nawalparasi East,
222 from Nawalparasi West, and 202 from Nuwakot. Similarly, 189 bodies were
recovered from Rasuwa, 78 from Gorkha, 72 from Dhading and 38 from Tanahun.

RUPESH/PTI/0502

GAURAV DP-I 16.09.2026
PM - SEMICON INDIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the fifth edition of SEMICON India
2026 at Yashobhoomi in New Delhi tomorrow. The three-day conference will serve as a
flagship platform, bringing together the global semiconductor and electronics ecosystem
to foster collaboration, drive innovation, strengthen manufacturing capabilities, attract
investment, and develop future-ready talent. The event will bring together over 600
exhibitors, 300 international companies, and delegations from more than 40 countries.
The exhibition will feature six country pavilions, twelve State Government pavilions, and
a dedicated Startup Pavilion. SEMICON India, is India's premier semiconductor
conference and exhibition, jointly organised by the India Semiconductor Mission, the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, and SEMI. The event will feature
high-level keynotes, panel discussions, and strategic sessions, focusing on emerging
trends and critical areas across the semiconductor and electronics ecosystem, including
semiconductor manufacturing and technology. The event provides a key opportunity for
Indian and international companies to explore partnerships, investment opportunities,
technology collaborations, and further strengthening India's position as a trusted global
semiconductor partner. <><>DIPENDRA/1202



