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SANJIO EP-1 29.09.2026
JAISHANKAR-FOOD CRISIS

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in view of the ongoing conflicts in
Ukraine and Iran-Gulf region, has warned of a food crisis in the coming
months. He said these conflicts are placing severe pressure on Global South
economies. Speaking at an Asia Society event, Mr. Jaishankar said
disruptions to grain shipments from major exporters, particularly through the
Black Sea, coupled with fertiliser shortages, pose a serious threat to food
security.

The External Affairs Minister said the energy market is already “very
tight”, with disruptions to oil supplies and political tensions adding to the
crisis and pushing up prices. He said key fertiliser producers in West Asia and
Russia have also been affected, while adverse climate patterns could further
worsen food production. He warned that the combined impact of energy,
food, fertiliser and financial pressures is proving “very very stressful” for
developing economies.

Mr. Jaishankar stressed that countries should not take decisions solely
in their own interests when such actions risk putting vulnerable nations in
distress. He said the resulting instability could further affect countries in the
Global South, while some nations may find it increasingly difficult to maintain
strategic autonomy. He called for greater attention to the basic needs and
economic security of countries facing the fallout of global conflicts.

<><> PUNEET/PTI/2105



SANJIO EP-1 29-09-2026

SC-CANCER DRUGS

The Supreme Court has expressed concern over steep markups on
cancer medicines by private hospitals, calling the practice “carnage” and
advocating a uniform 16 per cent margin on all medicines. A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta asked the Centre to examine allegations
that corporate hospitals mandate patients to purchase medicines from their
own or designated pharmacies. It observed that such practices can impose a
burden on patients and taxpayers, particularly when treatment is covered
under government schemes.

The court was hearing petitions concerning regulation of medicine
prices, generic prescriptions and medical devices under the Drugs (Prices
Control) Order, 2013. It also questioned the pricing of non-scheduled
medicines, which constitute a substantial share of the market, and said the
issue would be examined thoroughly. The matter has been posted for further
hearing on October 12.

<<<>>> PUNEET SAXENA/PTI/2111

GAURAV::SUSHMA DP-I

29.09.2026
EC BYPOLL NOTIFICATION

The Election Commission today issued notification for biennial elections
for 11 Rajya Sabha seats. This includes ten seats in Uttar Pradesh and one
seat in Uttrakhand. BJP leaders and Union Ministers Hardeep Singh Puri, B L
Verma, Samajwadi Party leader Ram Gopal Yadav, Ramji of BSP and six
others are completing their terms on 25th November. Naresh Bansal from
Uttarakhand is also completing his tenure on 25th November. The
commission has also issued notification for bypoll in one seat of Rajya Sabha
in West Bengal. The seat was vacant due to the resignation of TMC MP
Rukmini Mallik. Nomination has started from today and polling will be held on
16th October.

<><><>ANUPAM/1302 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 29-09-2026
FM-UPI



Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today met her Qatari counterpart
Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari on the sidelines of the AIIB annual meeting in Doha.
Both leaders discussed expanding India’s UPI payment system across Qatar
and strengthening financial cooperation between the two countries.

The talks also focused on the implementation of Qatar’s
10-billion-dollar investment commitment in India, greater engagement with
the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund, and finalisation of the
Bilateral Investment Treaty. They also discussed the Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement to provide greater certainty for trade, investment and
taxation.

Sitharaman recalled recent high-level engagements that elevated
India-Qatar ties to a strategic partnership. Qatar’s Finance Minister
appreciated the contribution of the Indian community to Qatar’s
development and expressed interest in expanding opportunities for trade,
finance and investment between the two countries

<<<>>> PUNEET SAXENA/PTI/2022

SANJIO EP-I
29-09-2026

IMD - EVE WEATHER
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall
conditions over Interior Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe, Karaikal and north eastern
states tomorrow. According to IMD, thunderstorms accompanied with
lightning and gusty winds over Rayalaseema, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal during the next three to four days. Similar Weather Conditions are
also expected over Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Interior Karnataka and Odisha
during the same period. The Weather Department has also predicted
thunderstorms  accompanied  with  Lightning  conditions  over
Assam,Meghalaya, Kerala, Mahe, Madhya Pradesh, Marathwada and Tripura
for tomorrow.
<><>NITIKA/PRIYA/2023

SANJIO:PAWAN EP-II
29.09.2026
ASIAN GAMES - 2100
In the Asian Games 2026, India today delivered a strong



medal haul adding eight medals including two Gold, one Silver and
five Bronze medals in relay, shooting, athletics and Boxing. India
won women's 4 x 400 metre relay Gold clocking 3 minutes:29.69 seconds at
Nagoya in Japan. India also bagged a Bronze in Men's 4x400m relay
and another Bronze in Mixed 4x100m relay.

Earlier, Neeru Dhanda made history by becoming the first Indian
shooter to win gold medal in the women's trap individual event in Japan. This
was after she carried India to a silver medal in the women's trap team event
with Aashima Ahlawat and Manisha Keer.

Gulveer Singh bagged bronze in the men’s 5000 metre final at the Asian
Games 2026 in Aichi-Nagoya. This is Gulveer’s third medal of the Games after
he clinched silver in both the men’s 10,000 metre and 1500m earlier in the
competition. Pooja Singh also bagged Bronze in women’s high jump today.

In Boxing, Narender Berwal won bronze in men’s boxing plus 90kg
category, after losing to reigning world champion Aibek Oralbay of
Kazakhstan by a unanimous 0-5 decision in the semi-final today.

India has moved up to 10th place in the 2026 Asian Games standings,
bringing its total medal tally to 53. The current tally includes 6 gold, 21 silver,
and 26 bronze medals. <><>

BISHAL/PARAS/NET/CB/2050

SANJIO DP-11
29-09-2026

INDIA-JAPAN-COOPERATION

India and Japan today discussed the potential for further strengthening
cooperation in communications, digital and Artificial Intelligence (AI). The
discussions were held during a meeting between India's Ambassador to
Japan, Nagma Mallick, and the Director General for International Affairs of
Japan's Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Hideo Fuseida, in
Tokyo today.

On September 22, Mallick and Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister for
Foreign Affairs Kazuhiro Fujii held a meeting on the sidelines of the
India-Japan international friendship cricket match in Sano City. During the
meeting, the two sides agreed to work together to further strengthen
relations between India and Japan.

Diplomatic ties between India and Japan were established in 1952. The
two nations have shared a 'Special Strategic and Global Partnership' since



2014. Friendship between India and Japan has a long history rooted in
spiritual affinity and strong cultural and civilisational ties.

<<<>>> BISHAL/IANS/2058

JEETENDRA NP-1I
29.09.2026

SREE CHARANI-NEW ICC WOMEN'S T20I

India spinner Sree Charani has achieved the highest-ever rating points
in the ICC Women’s T20I Bowling Rankings after her impressive
performances in recent tournaments. The left-arm spinner, who is already
the top-ranked T20I bowler, reached a record rating of 817 points,
surpassing the previous best mark of 806 points held by Australia’s Megan
Schutt since November 2018. Charani played a key role in India’s successful
campaigns at the Women’s Asia Cup and then the Asian Games. All-rounder
Deepti Sharma also climbed in the T20I bowling rankings after taking three
wickets in the Asian Games final, moving to a 754 rating. England’s Sophie
Ecclestone remains third with 723 points. Meanwhile, India opener Smriti
Mandhana returned to the top five of the ICC Women’s T20I Batting Rankings
after scoring 79 runs in the Asian Games final against Sri Lanka.

ANI/2257HRS

JEETENDRA NP-1I
29.09.2026

MEN'S CRICKET

In Men’s Cricket, India will face the West Indies at Barsapara Cricket
Stadium in Guwahati tomorrow in the second ODI of the three-game series.
The match will begin at 2:00 PM Indian Standard Time. After a convincing
eight-wicket victory in the opening match in Thiruvananthapuram, India aims
to extend their lead in the series and establish an insurmountable advantage.
With Virat Kohli and Shubman Gill each scoring a century in the first ODI, the
hosts are confident going into the second game and looking to continue their
strong batting performance.The West Indies, on the other hand, are eager to
bounce back after their heavy defeat in the opening match. The visitors will



need to improve both their batting and pitching and find a way to contain
India's experienced batsmen. With the series still open, the West Indies are
hoping for a significantly improved performance in Guwahati to level the
series score.

NET/CRICBUZZ/2250HRS
SANJIO EP-I
29-09-2026
REV MEA BRIEFING

India has rejected the unwarranted references made by Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Jammu and Kashmir during his UNGA
address. Briefing media in New Delhi today, External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that this is matter pertaining to India’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty and no external party has any locus standi
on the issue.

(BYTE-RANDHIR JAISWAL)

On the IBSA statement, Mr Jaiswal noted that a meeting at the level of
foreign ministers was held between India, Brazil and South Africa on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York. He added that after the
meeting, the three countries have come out with a joint statement wherein
the collective view of the three countries has been put together. Mr Jaiswal
pointed out that there are several economic issues, development issues, and
certain political issues that have been reflected. He said India stands for a
two-state solution, as far as its own point of view on Palestine is concerned.

(BYTE-RANDHIR JAISWAL)
SUPARNA/BHANU/2018

TRIPTI MP-I

30.09.2026
IND- KOREA-JCM

The 10th India-Republic of Korea Joint Committee Meeting (JCM) on
Defence Industries and Logistics Cooperation was held in New Delhi



yesterday. The Defence Ministry said, both countries reviewed the ongoing
bilateral cooperation in defence industries and logistics and discussed
avenues to further strengthen and expand defence ties. The discussions
provided an opportunity to exchange views on enhancing cooperation
between the defence industries of the two countries and promoting greater
engagement in defence production and logistics. The meeting was co-chaired
by Secretary of Defence Production of India, Dinesh Mahur, Additional and
Vice Minister of Defence Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA),
Republic of Korea, Kim Il Dong. Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to
India, Seong Ho Lee also attended the meeting along with senior officials
from both countries.

On the sidelines of the JCM, Mr Dong called on Minister of State for
Defence Sanjay Seth. During the interaction, both sides reaffirmed their
shared commitment to further strengthening bilateral defence cooperation
and deepening collaboration in defence industries and logistics.

<><>CB/ARZO0O/BHANU/0502

TRIPTI MP-I

30.09.2026
SHEKHAWAT- FELICITATION

Union Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
felicitated 20 Award-Winning Artists at 65th National Exhibition of Art in New
Delhi yesterday. The exhibition was organised by the Lalit Kala Akademi.
Addressing the gathering, Mr Shekhawat highlighted the significance of
bringing together creativity and sustainability. He said, the Seva Hi Sanskriti
initiative, organised on the occasion of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
birthday, demonstrates how creativity and the spirit of service can come
together meaningfully. He appreciated the Lalit Kala Akademi’s efforts across
its various verticals, including the Waste to wonder initiative, which gives
discarded materials a new artistic expression and highlights the role of art in
promoting sustainability.

SHIVANG/ 0505

MANOHAR LAL - CAMAPIGN

Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal today called
upon States and Union Territories to make the Swachhata Hi Seva 2026
campaign, a people’s movement driven by the spirit of ‘Seva Sankalp’ and Jan



Bhagidari. The campaign is being observed from 17th of this month to 17th
October. Mr Lal today reviewed preparations for the month-long Swachhata
Hi Seva 2026 campaign. During the meeting, the Minister emphasised
maximum public participation, visible change on the ground and sustained
efforts to make Swachhata an integral part of the Swabhav, Sanskar and
Vyavahar.

Reviewing preparations for ‘Ek Din, Ek Ghanta, Ek Saath’ on 1st
October, the Minister advised States to plan large-scale Shramdaan activities
in advance and ensure that the cleanliness achieved is sustained beyond the
day. The meeting was attended by Urban Development Ministers and senior
officials from States and Union Territories. States were encouraged to
actively involve local bodies, public representatives, Resident Welfare
Associations, youth and social organisations in the campaign. The 50 cities
will focus on Visible Cleanliness, Scientific Waste Management, Safe
Sanitation and Jan Bhagidari, with outcome-based, technology-enabled
monitoring



