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18.09.2026

PM-UAE PREZ

India and UAE have reaffirmed their commitment to continued
cooperation and coordination in efforts to promote regional peace, security
and stability. Prime Minister Narendra Modi today received a telephone call
from President of the United Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. The two leaders exchanged views on developments in West Asia.
They also discussed new measures to further deepen the India-UAE
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, including in the areas of energy,
defence, technology, investment and health. The UAE President
congratulated the Prime Minister on India’s successful BRICS Presidency.
Mr Modi appreciated the participation of Crown Prince Sheikh Khaled in the
BRICS Summit and the UAE’s cooperation and partnership in achieving
substantive outcomes under India’s Presidency. The UAE President
conveyed warm greetings on the Prime Minister’s birthday. <><><>

ANUPAM/1659

SWATI EP-I1
18.09.2026

ASIAN GAMES

Double Olympic medalist Manu Bhaker and shot-putter Tajinderpal
Singh Toor will be India’s flagbearers at the opening ceremony of the Asian
Games 2026 at Aichi-Nagoya in Japan, tomorrow. Manu Bhaker, who won
two bronze medals at the Paris 2024 Olympics, will compete in the
women'’s 10m air pistol, women’s 25m pistol, and 10m Air Pistol Mixed



Team. Tajinderpal Singh Toor will aim to secure his third consecutive Asian
Games gold medal in men’s shot put. The 20th edition of the Asian Games
will run from tomorrow to October 4, with more than 500 Indian athletes
set to compete across 37 sports. Athletes from 45 countries and regions
are competing across 43 sports and 469 medal events in this edition of the
Asian Games. Japan will host the continental multi-sport event for the third
time, having previously staged it in Tokyo in 1958 and Hiroshima in 1994.

India finished fourth in the Hangzhou medal standings with 107
medals, including 28 gold, 38 silver and 41 bronze, and will be aiming to
maintain that momentum in Japan. The Indian contingent will feature five
individual Olympic medallists despite the withdrawal of defending javelin
throw champion Neeraj Chopra due to an ankle injury. PV Sindhu will
spearhead the badminton campaign, while Mirabai Chanu leads the
weightlifting contingent. Shooting will feature Manu Bhaker, Lovlina
Borgohain will compete in boxing, and Aman Sehrawat will represent India
in wrestling.<><><>

PARAS/ANI/1710

SWATI EP-1
18.09.2026

VAISHNAW-SEMICON 2.0

Electronics and Information Technology Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
today said India is emerging as a trusted partner in the global
semiconductor industry. Participating at a fireside chat at Semicon India
2026 in New Delhi, Mr. Vaishnaw said, trust is crucial in the semiconductor
industry, from protecting intellectual property to enabling global companies
to design end-to-end products in India. He said trusted supply chains could
become one of India’s key strengths. Mr Vaishnaw said, India had set a
target of training 85 thousand semiconductor design engineers over ten
years. He said 70 thousand have already been trained in four years. The
Minister said students across the country are now designing and taping out
chips. Around 400 engineering colleges have access to industry-grade
Electronic Design Automation tools.

Mr Vaishnaw said India needs a clear 20-year roadmap for the
semiconductor sector. He said the industry is among the world’s most
complex. India’s approach is to build a strong foundation for sustained and



long-term growth. He said, India Semiconductor Mission 2.0 (Semicon 2.0)
focuses on six key areas. These include chip design, materials, fabrication,
Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging, or ATMP, research and
development, and storage.

Later, talking to the media, Mr Vaishnaw said around 30 companies
from one country are participating across the pavilions at Semicon India.
He said students have also shown strong enthusiasm and curiosity. The
Minister said the semiconductor sector is expected to generate more than
one lakh jobs.

(BYTE : ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

https://x.com/ANI/status/21008853217435447687?s=20
Several MoUs were also exchanged and new collaborations
announced at Semicon India 2026 in the presence of Mr Vaishnaw. The
initiatives aim to strengthen India’s semiconductor ecosystem.
Mr Vaishnaw and Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi also
inaugurated the Odisha Pavilion at the event. <><><>
ANUPAM/1728

SWATI:HC EP-I
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EVE RAJNATH-KERALAM VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said the story of Lord Rama
goes beyond India. He said it extends across Asia and is reflected in both
villages and cities. Mr Singh was speaking at the “One Epic, Many Stories:
Ramakatha Conclave” at Kochi in Keralam. The event was organised by
Janmabhumi Malayalam Daily. The Minister said, the Ramayana is deeply
embedded in people’s daily lives and spiritual practices.

Highlighting work done by Narendra Modi government, Mr Singh said,
India has overcome several challenges since 2014. He said the COVID-19
pandemic and wars in different parts of the world affected the
development of many countries. However, India continued to move
forward and strengthen its position globally.

The Defence Minister highlighted achievements in the defence sector,
including Operation Sindoor. He also spoke about various welfare schemes
aimed at improving the lives of citizens. He also recalled the role of
newspapers during the Emergency. He said many newspapers stood up for



the people, and described Janmabhumi as an example of this. <><><>

SMITHY M PALLURUTHY,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,MAIL, 1551

SWATI EP-1 18.09.2026

PM-ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the International
Conference on “The Future of Environment and Climate Dynamics”
tomorrow morning in New Delhi. The two-day conference is being
organised by the National Green Tribunal. It will bring together
environmental experts, judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts, and
District Court judges. Secretaries of various ministries and senior
government officials will also participate in the event. Representatives from
State Judicial Academies, State Legal Services Authorities, State Expert
Appraisal Committees, State Environment Impact Assessment Authorities
and State Wetland Authorities will attend the conference. It will also bring
together eminent judges and judicial representatives from 17 countries.
The Conference will provide a platform to exchange judicial

approaches, scientific knowledge, environmental governance practices and
institutional experiences. Participants will discuss key environmental and
climate challenges. These include gaps in policy formulation,
implementation and enforcement. The conference will also explore ways to
strengthen environmental governance and institutional cooperation.
<><><>

ANUPAM/1537

SWATI EP-I 18.09.2026
PM-ARTICLES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today shared an article written by
former NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant. The article reflects on Mr Kant's
experience of working with the Prime Minister. It highlights the importance
of dreaming big and the role of reforms in driving transformation. The
article also highlights the impact of the Aspirational Districts Programme.
The programme has helped improve outcomes in health, education,
agriculture and basic infrastructure. It further explains how various reforms



have made India easier, simpler and more efficient for citizens and
businesses.

The Prime Minister also shared an article written by former Finance
Secretary Hasmukh Adhia. The article highlights how visionary thinking, the
right intent and good governance are helping India chart a new path of
progress. The Prime Minister said the article offers valuable insights into
the transformative impact of people-centric policies and effective
governance. These efforts are helping strengthen the nation. <><><>

ANUPAM/1538
SWATI EP-I 18.09.2026

PM-ROZGAR MELA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will distribute more than 51 thousand
appointment letters to newly-recruited youth in various government
departments and organisations at the 20th Rozgar Mela tomorrow through
video conferencing. Mr Modi will also address the gathering on the
occasion.

This Rozgar Mela will be held at 45 locations across the country. The
newly appointed candidates will be joining various Ministries and
Departments of the Government of India including Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Defence among
others.

Rozgar Mela reflects the Government'’s continued focus on creating
employment opportunities for the youth and ensuring their greater
participation in the country’s development journey.

With the 20th Rozgar Mela, a total of about 12 lakh 75 thousand
youth will have received appointment letters in various Departments and
Government Organisations. <><><>

ANUPAM/1529

SWATI EP-1 18.09.2026

NITIN NABIN-BIHAR FLOODS

Rajya Sabha MP and BJP National President Nitin Nabin contributed
six lakh thirty five thousand rupees from his three months salary to the
Chief Minister's Relief Fund for Bihar floods. In a social media post, Mr



Nabin said, the Government is continuously monitoring the flood situation
in Bihar, and is working with full preparedness to ensure timely relief and
necessary assistance reaches the affected people. He added that teams
from National Disaster Response Force and State Disaster Response Force
are deployed for rescue operations, along with arrangements for relief
camps, community kitchens, medical facilities, and animal fodder. The MP
further said, the process of assessing crop damage to farmers and
providing necessary assistance is also underway. Mr Nabin informed that
the state government has provided a total amount exceeding 550 crore
rupees as financial assistance of seven thousand rupees per family to
families affected by the floods. <><><>

SAMARTH/ANUPAM/1556 HRS

SWATI EP-1I
18.09.2026

PAKISTAN-BLAST

In Pakistan, 15 people were reportedly killed and over 50 others
injured after a blast near a mosque in Kohat district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province today. The police said, the explosion took place
during Friday prayers and caused a crater near the mosque. According to
police officials, rescue operations were being conducted at the site of the
incident. According to police, the unidentified assailants targeted the
checkpost before escaping from the spot. <><><>

PARAS/IANS/1611
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MURUGAN-POLICY CONCLAVE

Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting and Parliamentary
Affairs, Dr. L. Murugan, today said India’s creative economy is growing
rapidly. He said the growth is being driven by ideas, imagination, culture,
innovation and intellectual property. Dr. Murugan was addressing youth at
a seminar on “Law, Policy, and the Creative Economy” in Sonipat, Haryana.



The seminar was organised as part of the Jindal Policy Conclave at O.P.
Jindal Global University.

Dr. Murugan said sectors such as films, music, gaming, animation,
design, publishing, advertising and digital content are creating new
opportunities for jobs and entrepreneurship. He said the creative economy
contributes 3.1 per cent to global GDP and 6.2 per cent of global
employment. He added that around 57 million Indians are already engaged
in cultural and creative occupations. The Minister said India’s media and
entertainment sector is valued at around 2.5 trillion rupees.

The Minister added that the Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, and
Comics (AVGC) sector is expected to need nearly 2 million skilled
professionals by 2030. He said the government is supporting the Indian
Institute of Creative Technologies and plans to set up AVGC Creator Labs in
15,000 schools and 500 colleges. Dr. Murugan also stressed the need for
strong legal and policy frameworks. He highlighted copyright protection,
fair compensation for creators and the responsible use of artificial
intelligence. He urged young people to question assumptions with respect,
reason and evidence. He called on them to contribute their ideas and skills
towards building a Viksit Bharat by 2047. <><><>

ASHWANI
KUMAR SHARMA, CHANDIGARH, MAIL, 1630 HRS

SWATI EP-I
18.09.2026

INDIA FIRST-CLIMATE SURVEY

India has been ranked first in business climate among forty plus
global markets in the latest Business Climate Survey 2026 by the Swedish
Chamber of Commerce in India. Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal shared this information in a social media post. He said India’s
business climate is setting the gold standard for stability, growth and ease
of doing business amid global turbulence. <><><>

SAMARTH/ANUPAM/1619 HRS



