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NSD
GAURAV DP-1 28.09.26
REV CENTRE - DROUGHT SITUATION

The Centre will dispatch teams to Karnataka and Maharashtra to
assess the drought situation in the two states. Talking to reporters in New
Delhi, after the inaugural session of National Conference on Agriculture for
Rabi Campaign 2026, Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that the governments of Maharashtra and
Karnataka have declared drought in large parts of their states. He said,
Central team will be send to Karnataka on 3rd October to assess the
drought situation. The Minister said that Central government stands firmly
with the states in this situation.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)

The Minister added that there were initial concerns that the El Nifo
effect could reduce the sowing area and pose significant challenges.
However, Mr Chouhan said, the country has almost met its Kharif sowing
targets. Mr. Chouhan reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to ensuring
adequate availability of fertilizers across the country. He expressed his
gratitude to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi for ensuring adequate
fertilizer availability despite challenging circumstances. The Minister also
emphasized the importance of balanced use of fertilizer to protect health of
the soil. He announced that a nationwide campaign - Khet Bachao Abhiyan
will be undertaken to ensure that fertilizer application is based on Soil
Health Card recommendations, specifically addressing the soil's nutrient
deficiencies.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)
<><>DIPENDRA/BHANU/1335
GAURAV DP-1 28.09.26
NDMA - FORMATION DAY



The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) s
commemorating its 22nd Formation Day today. The theme for this year's
formation day is Risk Reduction in Action, reflecting the collective
endeavour towards translating disaster risk reduction policies, knowledge
and preparedness measures into concrete action at all levels. Addressing a
gathering in New Delhi, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Anuj
Sharma, stressed the need for concerted efforts to achieve the goal of zero
casualties from natural disasters. He said that under the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the country has undergone significant
transformation in disaster management, particularly in response, rescue
and relief operations. He noted that fatalities caused by natural disasters
have declined steadily in recent years.

<><>DIPENDRA/1249
SANJIO EP-I 28.09.2026

DELHI GOVT-ACTION PLAN

The Delhi government has announced a ban on dust-generating
demolition activities and outdoor civil construction activities from 1st
November to 31st January next year. The decision was taken during the
meeting held today between Union Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Minister Bhupender Yadav and Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta to
review the Delhi Government’s Air Pollution Mitigation Action Plan. The
Chief Minister said, providing clean air and a healthy environment to the
residents of Delhi is the topmost priority of the government. She said that
Pollution control is not a subject limited to just one season for all. The
Delhi Government has announced several measures to curb air pollution in
the national capital. A complete ban on construction and demolition
activities will be in force from 10th December, 2026 to 20th January next
year. <><><> NITIKA/DIPENDRA/1534HRS

SANJIO EP-1 28-09-2026
DRI-GOLD SEIZURE

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has busted a pan-India
gold smuggling syndicate with a seizure of over 6.6 kg of foreign-origin
smuggled gold worth around over 10 crore rupees. The Finance Ministry
said that the syndicate operated through the courier network and had
transported 318 kilogram smuggled gold worth 475 crore rupees through
courier channels in the past nine months. Eleven persons have been



arrested related to the case, including one of the masterminds. Further
investigation on the matter is currently underway. <><><>PRIYA/1535
HRS

SANJIO::RZ EP-1 28-09-2026

INDIA-UAE

India has set an ambitious target of raising its total exports of goods
and services from 863 billion dollars last year to one trillion dollars this
year. Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal said
merchandise exports have grown by more than 15 per cent in the first six
months of the current financial year, despite global challenges.

Addressing the media after the 14th meeting of the India-UAE High-
Level Joint Task Force on Investments in Mumbai, Mr Goyal said bilateral
trade has doubled to around 100 billion dollars under the India-UAE
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement. The two countries now
aim to take it to 200 billion dollars by 2032.

The minister said the UAE has already invested about 25 billion
dollars in India and has indicated intent to invest another 25 billion dollars
soon, with a long-term investment target of 100 billion dollars.

Mr Goyal said cooperation is expanding in space technology,
shipbuilding, food security, agri-innovation, logistics, artificial intelligence,
energy security and fintech.

On the food sector, he said greater collaboration will give Indian
farmers an assured market and create jobs for youth and MSMEs in
processing, packaging and exports. India’s food and marine product
exports already exceed five lakh crore rupees. The Minister also highlighted
the growing popularity of the “One District One Cuisine” initiative and said
the government wants to expand it across the country.

In the space sector, he highlighted the success of Indian private
startups, including the first private company to launch a rocket on its
maiden attempt, satellite manufacturing, and work on orbital debris
cleaning technology.

For energy security, studies are on for expanding strategic petroleum
reserves with UAE support. Greater liquefied natural gas (LNG) and
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) supplies and possible subsea gas pipelines
are also being explored. In the maritime sector, Mr Goyal said six areas of
cooperation have been identified, including modern ports, ship
manufacturing, repair and container making. He said a dedicated working



group will be set up, to be led by India’s Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways. India’s port capacity, which doubled in the last decade, will
need to double again, and the UAE is expected to be a key investor. On
fintech, the Minister noted that UPI use in the UAE is growing rapidly.
Future cooperation will focus on cyber security, Al-based financial services
and startups, with good investment potential from the UAE. Mr Goyal said
the India-UAE FTA, concluded in less than 90 days, set a global benchmark
and reflects the strong trust between the two nations.

<><><> C PRARTHANA, SWEETY JAIN/ MUMBAI/ MAIL/1548

SANJIO EP-II 28-
09-2026

ASIAN GAMES-1700 HRS

India continued its impressive medal-winning run at the Asian
Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan today, with athletes making their mark
across shooting, cricket, kurash and boxing. The country added FOUR
more medals to its tally so far today, while the Indian men'’s cricket team
also advanced to the semi-finals.

Athlete Gulveer Singh has won his second silver medal at the ongoing
Games, finishing runner-up in the men’s 1,500-metre event. Gulveer
clocked a personal best of 3 minutes 37-point-92 seconds to claim the
silver medal. The athlete had earlier won silver in the men’s 10,000 metres
event.

In shooting, Esha Singh has won the silver medal in the women'’s 25-
metre pistol individual event. The 21-year-old Indian shooter finished
second with a score of 38 points.

Athlete Vithya Ramraj has won the bronze medal in the women's
400-metre hurdles, setting a new national record in the process. Ramraj
clocked a personal best of 54-point-75 seconds to finish third and broke a
more than four-decade-old national record created by the legendary P T
Usha.

India also secured a bronze medal in Kurash, with Pincky Balhara
finishing third in the women’s under-78-kilogram category. Balhara
defeated South Korea’s Lim Garam 3-nil in the quarterfinals to secure her
place on the podium.

In boxing, India has assured itself of three more medals, with Lovlina
Borgohain, Priya Ghanghas and Kapil Pokhariya advancing to the semi-
finals in their respective weight categories. Olympic medallist Lovlina



defeated South Korea’s Seong Suyeon by a unanimous 5-nil verdict in the
quarterfinals of the 75-kilogram category. Priya also booked her place in
the semi-finals of the women’s 60-kilogram category. She defeated

Tajikistan’'s  Mijgona  Samadova 5-nil in the quarterfinals.
Kapil Pokhariya moved to the last four with 5-0 win over South
Korea's Kim Gichae in Men's 90kg category.

Meanwhile, the Indian men’s cricket team has advanced to the semi-
finals without taking the field. Its quarterfinal against Afghanistan was
abandoned due to inclement weather in Aichi-Nagoya. As the defending
champions, India progressed on the basis of its higher position in the ICC
T20 International rankings. India are ranked number one, while
Afghanistan are currently tenth. India will face the winner of the
quarterfinal between Nepal and Sri Lanka in the semi-final. India’s
4x100-metre relay team qualified for the final today. The Indian quartet of
Gurindervir Singh, Abinaya Rajarajan, Animesh Kujur and Haritha Bhadra
clocked 41-point-54 seconds to finish second in their heat and third overall.
With the performance, the Indian team secured its place in the final, which
will be held tomorrow.

In Squash, the Indian women's and men's teams marched into the
quarterfinals. Indian women, seeded third, got past Japan while Men's
team defeated South Korea to seal a place in the last eight stage.

India are currently 12th in the Asian Games medal standings,
with a total of 41 medals - four gold, 18 silver and 19 bronze.
<><><>SWATI/NET/1652

GAURAV DP-1 28.09.2026
REV. BHAGAT SINGH VC

The nation is paying homage to revolutionary freedom fighter Bhagat
Singh on his 119th birth anniversary today. It was on this day in 1907,
Bhagat Singh was born to in village Banga in the Lyallpur district of
Punjab, now in Pakistan. More from our correspondent:

V/C-AMAN ENG/HIN

Shaheed E Azam Bhagat Singh's desire to fight against the
British was inspired by his family’s involvement in the freedom
strugqgle, in which his grandfather, father, and uncles actively

participated. He became a prominent revolutionary who joined
the freedom movement against British rule and advocated for




complete independence. Shaheed E Azam threw non-lethal bombs
in the Central Legislative Assembly in 1929 to protest repressive

colonial laws, deliberately surrendering afterwards. He was
arrested and executed by the British in 1931. Bhagat Singh’s

martyrdom sent a wave of anger and inspiration across the
nation, turning his sacrifice into a powerful symbol of resistance.
His courage stirred the youth and gave fresh momentum to

India’s freedom struqgqgle, strengthening the resolve to break the
chains of colonial rule. Aman Yadav, Akashvani News, Delhi

<><>AMAN/1310 HRS

SANJIO EP-II 28-
09-2026
NEPAL-AVALANCHE

In Nepal, at least four people lost their lives and 12 others are
missing after an avalanche struck the base camp of Mount Himlung in
mountainous Manang district. According to Manang’s Chief District Officer
Mukti Prasad Khanal, the bodies of four people have been recovered from
the site. Two bodies have been airlifted to Kathmandu, while two others
have been brought to Chame, the district headquarters. More than two
dozen expedition guides and support staff from various expedition
companies were believed to have been stationed at the base camp of the
7,126-meter-tall mountain when the avalanche struck the area. They had
been preparing the site by fixing ropes and setting up tents ahead of the
autumn climbing season. Officials said 11 people have made contact
following the incident, while 27 people were believed to have been at the
base camp when the avalanche hit. Rescue operations are underway with
helicopters deployed to the affected area. Improved weather conditions
have helped rescue efforts after several days of heavy rainfall triggered
landslides and flooding in parts of Nepal, including Manang. The incident
comes just a month after a catastrophic flooding disaster near the Nepal-
China border, triggered by a huge glacier collapse and landslide, killed
more than 1,400 people and left more than 5,000 missing.
<><><>SWATI/IANS/1618
SANJIO EP-I 28-09-2026

JITENDRA SINGH-INDIA FRANCE MEET




Union Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh has
highlighted that India-France Space Cooperation entered new phase with
focus on human spaceflight, start-ups and new space ecosystem. The
Minister said this today during a meeting with a high-level French
delegation led by French Minister for Higher Education, Research and
Space, Philippe Baptiste in New Delhi. Dr Singh said the long-standing
relationship India and France now provides an opportunity to build a larger
ecosystem by bringing together governments, research institutions,
industries and start-ups, including through deeper engagement in the
rapidly expanding space sector. Further, he underlined that the India-
France Space partnership spans over six decades, from sounding rocket
experiments to Gaganyaan and Joint Satellite Missions. He also noted that
the ongoing transformation of India’s space sector has created new
possibilities for the two countries to expand cooperation beyond
government institutions and established agencies. Referring to India‘s
space-sector reforms and the growth of the private ecosystem, he said
more than 4 hundred Indian space start-ups are now engaged in areas
including rocket building, satellite building and space applications. The
Minister added that the next phase of cooperation between the two
countries can bring together government institutions, industries and start-
ups on both sides to create a larger ecosystem and wider resource pool.
Dr. Singh also pitched for wider Government-Industry and Start-up
Collaboration in Space Sector.

<<<>>> PRIYA/1703
SANJIO EP-1 28.09.2026
GADKARI-MEDIA CONCLAVE

Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari today said
that logistics cost of the country has reduced due to good road
infrastructure. The Minister was speaking at a private media conclave in
New Delhi. Mr Gadkari said that India’s logistics cost, which was earlier
around 16 per cent, has declined by about 6 per cent based on studies by
IIM Bengaluru, IIT Kanpur and IIT Chennai. The Minister also stressed on
the role of road infrastructure in reducing logistics costs and said that road
infrastructure is the backbone of Indian economy. He also said that tourism
sector in Assam has witnessed a boost in the recent years. Mr Gadkari



further said that infrastructure, transport and communication have
improved in the state in the last few years. The Minister added that
industries, trade and tourism are essential for creating employment
opportunities. He also stressed the need to identify the strengths of Assam
and the Northeast and turn existing challenges into opportunities.

BYTE-NITIN GADKARI
<><>RISHU/DIPENDRA/1715
SANJIO EP-1 28.09.2026

JOSHI - FRENCH MINISTER

Union Education Minister Pralhad Joshi today met French Minister for
Higher Education, Research and Space Philippe Baptiste to further
strengthen India-France cooperation in education, research and innovation.
The two sides discussed expanding student and faculty mobility,
strengthening institutional partnerships and joint research, and advancing
the revised Mutual Recognition of Qualifications Agreement. They also
discussed collaborations under the Scheme for Promotion of Academic and
Research Collaboration, The Global Initiative of Academic Networks and the
Franco-Indian Campus in Life Sciences and Health. The proposed IIT
campus in Nice and further cooperation under Bharat Innovates 2026 were
also discussed. ..The India-France Year of Innovation 2026 offers a strong
platform to deepen these partnerships, foster innovation and build future-
ready talent through closer academic and research linkages between the
two countries.

<><>NITIKA/AMAN/1727

SANJIO:: KAVITA EP-I 28.09.2026
PURI-OIL

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri
today said India has so far successfully navigated disruptions to crude oll
and natural gas supplies amid the ongoing West Asia crisis and disruptions
in the Strait of Hormuz. Addressing an event organised by the Merchants’
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Kolkata, Mr. Puri said India has
remained insulated from the turbulence in global energy markets despite
the uncertainty. The Union Minister, however, acknowledged that the
global energy situation remains challenging going forward. He assured that
the government is closely monitoring the situation and will ensure that the



disruptions do not get out of control.
<>PUNEET SAXENA/ PTI/ 1725



