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SITHARAMAN - QUALITY

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that India‘s next
phase of growth must be built on quality. Addressing the 53rd National
Management Convention of the All India Management Association in New
Delhi today, Mrs Sitharaman said that every factory floor, boardroom,
service centre, Research and Development team must aim for higher
standards, fewer defects, and greater reliability. She stressed that
management professionals and corporate leaders should make quality



consciousness a shared discipline, embedded in products, processes,
services and institutions.
(Byte - Nirmala Sitharaman)

Ms. Sitharaman highlighted that the world economy is passing
through an unpredictable period and the architecture of global trade and
supply chains is also undergoing a parallel shift. The Finance Minister noted
that resilience cannot mean retreating into economic isolationism in such
an environment. She added that resilience means deep domestic capacity,
fiscal strength and industrial scale for India, so that global shocks are
absorbed without interrupting national development.

She further said that while global economic growth is slowing to
below three percent, the Indian economy continues to expand at close to
eight percent. Ms. Sitharaman said this macroeconomic stability is
prompting the world to re-rate India.

OPEC-INDIA ENERGY DIALOGUE

Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri today said
that India will remain an important driver of global energy demand in the
decades ahead. The Minister co-chaired the Seventh High-Level Meeting of
the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, OPEC -India Energy
Dialogue with OPEC Secretary General, Haitham Al Ghais in New Delhi.
They discussed oil market stability, energy security and the importance of
adequate and timely investment across the oil industry. Both parties also
reviewed the short, medium and long-term outlooks, underscoring India's
crucial role in global economic expansion and energy demand growth.

Mr Puri called on OPEC and India to work closely in advancing a
balanced, stable and predictable global energy market to promote stability
and transparency in global energy markets.

OPEC Secretary General said that India’s balanced, realistic and pragmatic
approach to addressing energy challenges, emphasizing that many of
India’s energy priorities are OPEC's priorities.

MEN'S CRICKET



In Men's Cricket, India narrowly avoided a historic upset, defeating
hosts Japan by two runs in a rain-curtailed, five-overs-a-side one-off T20
International match at the Sano International Cricket Ground today. This
was India's 200th victory in T20 Internationals including Super Over wins.
After a nearly 2.5-hour delay due to a wet outfield, India skipper Shreyas
Iyer won the toss and opted to bat first. However, Japan’s spinners made
the most of the conditions, restricting the visitors to 32 for 4 after five
overs. Chasing 33 off 30 balls, Japan gave India a major scare and came
agonisingly close to pulling off one of the biggest upsets in their cricketing
history. Washington Sundar struck twice to halt Japan’s momentum, while
Axar Patel kept things tight with his experience and control. The hosts
managed to score 30 for 3 in five overs and eventually fell two runs short,
handing India a nervy victory.

Amit Shah - National Conference of Anti-Narcotics Task Force
Heads

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today inaugurated the 3rd National
Conference of Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) Heads of States and UTs in
New Delhi. The two day conference serves as a powerful platform to
safeguard future generations from the menace of drugs. Heads of ANTFs
from 36 States and Union Territories are attending the conference, being
organised by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB). Based on the theme of
the United Resolve, Shared Responsibility, the conference is focussing on
progress of targets assigned to State and UTs ANTFs in recently released
Vision Document on Narcotics Control (2026-29). During the event, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah also launched the new website of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB). During the conference, deliberations will also focus
on identifying and adopting appropriate strategies to further strengthen the
Central Government’s measures for supply reduction, demand reduction,
and harm reduction. The discussions are expected to generate actionable
strategies to further strengthen drug law enforcement and keep the youth
of the country away from drugs. Union Home Ministry said that Central
government is working in mission mode to protect the nation’s youth from
the adverse effects of drug abuse. The Ministry said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has set the goal of a Viksit Bharat by 2047, and realising
this vision is not possible without building a drug-free India.



GAURAV DP-11 22.09.2026
WOMEN'S CRICKET RESULT

In Women's cricket, India thrashed Sri Lanka to win first ever gold
medal in the final in Asian Games 2026 at the Aichi Prefectural Korogi
Sports Park, Japan. Sri Lanka were bowled out for just 69 in 15.4 overs, as
India completed a comprehensive victory by 147 runs.

Batting first, India posted a commanding 216 for 3 in 20 overs. Smriti
Mandhana top-scored with 79 runs, while Richa Ghosh remained unbeaten
on 49. Mandhana also became the first woman cricketer to complete
11,000 international runs during the innings.

<><><>NEELAM/NET/1338 HRS

GAURAV DP-I 22.09.2026
DAY IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast Heavy to Very
Heavy Rainfall at isolated places over Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
during the day. Assam, Meghalaya, Chhattisgarh, Gangetic West Bengal
and Jharkhand will experience heavy rainfall. Similar conditions are going
to prevail over Karnataka, Konkan, Goa, Madhya Maharashtra and
Telangana. According to IMD, Uttarakhand is likely to experience isolated
to scattered rainfall from today onwards till friday and West Madhya
Pradesh till 28th september. Meanwhile in Delhi there will be mainly clear
sky. The maximum and minimum temperatures in the national capital will
hover around 34 degree celsius to 25 degree celsius.

<><>AMAN/1322 HRS

GAURAV DP-1 22.09.2026
REV. VP- WATER WEEK

Vice President C P Radhakrishnan today inaugurated Sth India
International Water Week 2026 in New Delhi. Addressing on the occasion,



he stressed upon the precise usage of water and highlighted that it should
be conserved. He underlined that Water week is a significant platform to
bring all stakeholder to deliberate upon processing challenges of water
management. He said that no single institution, sector or State can
address the challenges related to water in isolation and called
upon a greater cooperation and a coordinated approach.

Vice President further emphasised the need for a multi-
stakeholder and multi-dimensional approach that brings together
technological innovation, sound policy, scientific knowledge, local
experience and community participation. He said such
cooperation must extend across administrative and geographical
boundaries to ensure sustainable, equitable and effective
management of water resources.

(Byte- VP)

Mr Radhakrishnan said that climate change is making rainfall
patterns increasingly uncertain, necessitating systems capable of
managing both periods of excessive rainfall and prolonged dry
spells. He stressed that river-basin management, groundwater
recharge, rainwater harvesting and efficient irrigation must work
together as part of an integrated approach to water management.

(Byte- VP)

Jal Shakti Minister C.R Patil highlighted the importance of water
conservation and said that government is committed in providing safe and
sufficient drinking water to every citizen in the country. He said that Water
is a shared resource, and therefore, water security is also a shared
responsibility.

(Byte- CR PATIL)

The theme of this year’s water week is Climate Resilient Water
Management. The five-day international event will provide a
multidisciplinary platform bringing together policymakers, global water
leaders, experts, researchers, practitioners, industry, civil society and
young professionals for dialogue, knowledge exchange, innovation and
partnerships towards addressing emerging water challenges and advancing
a water-secure and climate-resilient future.

<><>SAKLEN/PHONE/AMAN/1249 HRS



SANJIO : GOPAL EP-1 22.09.2026
GUJ- NATIONAL AWARDS

In a historic ceremony held against the grand backdrop of the Statue
of Unity in Ekta Nagar, Gujarat, President Droupadi Murmu presented the
72nd National Film Awards, honouring cinematic excellence for the year
2024 across feature, non-feature, and writing categories. A total of ninety-
two awardees were recognized during the event.

Legendary actor Anant Nag was honoured with the prestigious
Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2024 for his outstanding contribution to
Indian cinema spanning over five decades. In the feature film section, the
political thriller Article 370 bagged the Swarna Kamal for Best Feature Film.
Director Randeep Hooda received the Best Debut Director award for
Swatantrya Veer Savarkar, while Nag Ashwin Singireddy’s sci-fi film Kalki
2898 AD won the award for Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome
Entertainment. Rajkumar Periasamy received the Best Direction trophy for
the Tamil movie Amaran. The Telugu film 35- Chinna Katha Kaadu took
home the Best Children’s Film honor.

In the acting categories, the Best Actor in a Leading Role award was
jointly presented to veteran actor Mammootty for Bramayugam and Kartik
Aaryan for Chandu Champion. Yami Gautam won the Best Actress in a
Leading Role award for her performance in Article 370. Sanjay Mishra
secured the Best Supporting Actor award for Bhakshak, while the Best
Supporting Actress title was shared by Sachana Namidass for Maharaja and
Ropashree Varkady for Mithya. In the non-feature section, Marathi film
Bhangaar won the Best Non-Feature Film award, while director Aanand L
Rai won Best Direction for his work Statue of Unity - Ekta ka Prateek. In
the writing on cinema categories, Sanjeev Shrivastava bagged the Swarna
Kamal for Best Film Critic.  Bollywood actor Kartik Aaryan expressed his
deep gratitude upon receiving his first National Film Award for Chandu
Champion. He described the honour as a milestone in his artistic journey.

BYTE- KARTIK ARYAN
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SANJIO EP-I1 22.09.2026
ASIAN GAMES-BOXING

Indian boxer Jadumani Singh defeated Nepal's Chandra Bahadur
Thapa to march into the pre-quarters in the Men's 55kg preliminary round
at the Nishio Gymnasium in Japan today. Commonwealth Games silver
medallist Jadumani registered a unanimous 5-0 win over the reigning
World Championships' bronze medallist Thapa with a brilliant bout.
Jadumani will now be up against Filipino boxer Carlo Paalam in the pre-
quarters on Saturday. Paalam is a silver medallist from the 2020 Tokyo
Olympic Games.

Earlier, Glasgow Games gold medallist Sakshi Chaudhary defeated
Paris Olympics bronze winner Aira Villegas in the preliminary round at the
Asian Games 2026 to march into the pre-quarters. Sakshi outclassed the
Filipino pugilist by a unanimous decision of 5-0. She will be facing current
51kg world champion Alua Balkibekova on Thursday.

<><><> PARAS/IANS/NET/1721

SANJIO EP I
22.9.26
MEA MALAYSIA ADVISORY

The Indian High Commission in Kuala Lumpur has cautioned Indian
nationals traveling to Malaysia on tourist visas against taking up
employment, In an advisory, the High Commission said that there is a
noticeable increase in Indian nationals arriving in Malaysia using the 30 day
visa-free facility, to seek employment. Many Indian nationals are misled by
unscrupulous agents with false job promises, leading to overstay, illegal
status, exploitation, detention and legal action. The advisory stated that
this is a clear violation of immigration rules, as the visa free entry facility
which permits Indian passport holders to stay in Malaysia for up to 30 days
is granted for tourism and social visits only.

The High Commission said genuine tourists must carry valid and
verifiable documentation, such as confirmed return ticket, hotel booking,
online submission of the Malaysian Digital Arrival Card three days before
the arrival date, and a passport with minimum 6 month validity.

<><> Suparna/1604



