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REV INDIA-BELGIUM JOINT STATEMENT

India and Belgium today reaffirmed their commitment to deepening
trade, investment and economic cooperation. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Prime Minister of Belgium, Bart De Wever welcomed the growing
diversification of sectors in bilateral trade in the India-Belgium Joint
Statement released after the talks between the two leaders. India and
Belgium have set an ambitious goal of doubling bilateral trade over the next
five years. The two sides identified significant potential for cooperation in
pharmaceuticals, life sciences, semiconductors, defence manufacturing,
critical minerals, renewable energy, ports, logistics, space and advanced
technologies. With Belgium as the 24th biggest economy in the world, and
India's ambition to become a 10 trillion dollar economy in the coming years,
both leaders acknowledged abundant opportunities for mutually beneficial
partnerships.



Both leaders also welcomed the successful conclusion of negotiations
on the India-EU Free Trade Agreement and called for its timely
implementation. They also called for early completion of negotiations on the
India-EU Investment Protection Agreement and the Geographical Indications
Agreement.

On defence and security, Belgium conveyed solidarity with India in the
fight against terrorism and condemned the terror attack in Pahalgam. Both
sides agreed to strengthen cooperation against terrorism and explore the
establishment of a Joint Working Group on Counter-Terrorism.

The two countries also signed a Letter of Intent to strengthen defence
cooperation through regular exchanges, training, research and
defence-industrial partnerships. A Memorandum of Understanding was also
signed between the Central Bureau of Investigation and the Federal Police of
Belgium to combat transnational organised crime and cybercrime.

Prime Minister Modi and visiting Prime Minister Wever welcomed the
launch of the India-Belgium Strategic Dialogue. They also stressed the need
for reform of the United Nations Security Council. Belgium reaffirmed its
support for India's candidature for permanent membership of a reformed and
expanded Security Council.

India and Belgium renewed their cooperation in renewable energy,
including green hydrogen, solar power, energy storage and offshore wind.
The leaders also encouraged greater cooperation in semiconductors, artificial
intelligence, startups and emerging technologies.

The two sides agreed to strengthen connectivity and people-to-people
ties by expanding visa processing capacity and exploring direct air
connectivity between India and Belgium. Prime Minister Modi also invited
leading Belgian universities to establish campuses in India. The two leaders
exchanged views on international issues, including the situations in Ukraine
and West Asia, and reaffirmed their support for dialogue and diplomacy to
address conflicts. Belgian Prime Minister Wever invited Prime Minister Modi to
visit Belgium at a mutually convenient time. The two leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to further deepening the India-Belgium partnership, guided by
mutual trust, democracy, the rule of law and a shared vision of peace,
prosperity and development.
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Education Minister Pralhad Joshi today discussed key aspects of Bharat
Innovates with the senior officials of Department of Higher Education. In a
social media post, Mr Joshi said that the initiative is aimed at showcasing
country's research and development-driven deep-tech innovation ecosystem
on the global stage and creating greater avenues for collaboration. The
Minister said that the initiative is in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of positioning Bharat as a global hub for innovation in education

ecosystem.
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RAJNATH - RAKSHA DOCUMENT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today released the ‘RAKSHA’ document
on Defence Diplomacy in New Delhi. In a statement, the Defence Ministry has
said that the comprehensive document outlines India’s strategic roadmap
and vision for global defence partnerships over the next ten years. The
Ministry said that the document marks a shift towards more proactive
strategic engagement, aligning national security objectives with proactive
global cooperation, fostering long-term stability and mutual growth. The
strategic framework focuses on four key pillars. These include strengthening
bilateral and multilateral security cooperation, enhancing capacity building
through joint military exercises, training programmes and sharing of best
practices with friendly nations, promoting indigenous defence exports under
the Make in India initiative, and strengthening maritime security. Defence
diplomacy is a key pillar of India’s foreign policy. The ‘RAKSHA’ framework
provides an actionable vision for the next decade, ensuring that India
remains an anchor of peace, stability, and rule-based order in an evolving
global landscape.
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VP-SEYCHELLES

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan today met a Parliamentary
Delegation from Seychelles led by Speaker of the Seychelles Assembly, Azarel
Ernesta in New Delhi and reaffirmed enduring India-Seychelles friendship
rooted in shared democratic values. Their discussions focused on



strengthening the India-Seychelles partnership in maritime security,
renewable energy, seafood cooperation and capacity building. In a social
media post, the Vice President expressed Bharat's readiness to share its Al
expertise with Seychelles for parliamentary functioning, including translation
and digital archives. He also welcomed closer parliamentary engagement
between the two countries.
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Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today lauded the small
and medium enterprises industries for playing a pivotal role in achieving 7.8
percent GDP growth in the first quarter of the current fiscal year. While
chairing a National Workshop on Leveraging FTAs Outreach Program in New
Delhi, Mr Goyal expressed confidence that free trade agreements signed with
various countries will pave a steadfast pathway in becoming a major
exporter. He called for a holistic nationwide effort to boost utilization of Free
Trade Agreements to boost country's trade across the world.

The Minister said that India will conclude free trade agreement with
Canada, Mexico, Chile, Mercosur, Southern African Customs Union, Gulf
Cooperation Council and Israel in the couple of years. He said this will boost
country's access to 75 per cent of the global trade with better bargaining

power.
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BRICS- CHIEF JUSTICE FORUM

The Supreme Court of India will host the BRICS Chief Justices’ Forum in
New Delhi from tomorrow. The forum will bring together Chief Justices,
Presidents of Supreme Courts and senior judicial leaders from BRICS Member
States and Partner Countries. The Forum will provide a platform for dialogue
among the participating judiciaries and for exchange of views on
contemporary issues relating to justice delivery, international dispute
resolution, technology and sustainable development. Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant will hold a series of bilateral meetings with heads of judicial
delegations on the opening day. He will meet judicial leaders from Russia,
China, Egypt, Indonesia, the UAE, Belarus, Kazakhstan, South Africa, Iran



and Uzbekistan. The bilateral meetings will provide an opportunity for direct
interaction and exchange of views on matters of mutual judicial interest and
will further strengthen engagement among the participating judiciaries.
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Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that the Railways is
undertaking systematic work to increase capacity, improve signalling and
introduce new-generation suburban trains with automatic doors facility. He
said, work is underway in Mumbai on railway projects worth 18 thousand
crore rupees. He was addressing the flagging off ceremony of Mumbai
(CSMT) to Sindhudurg (Sawantwadi Road) Express Train through video
conferencing from New Delhi today. The Minister said, eastern and western
Dedicated Freight Corridors will significantly strengthen Maharashtra's
industrial development by facilitating the movement of goods from
Jawaharlal Nehru Port to other parts of the country. He said, around three
thousand 200 local train services are currently operated in the city and
increasing the number of services by about 10 per cent will improve
passenger movement. The Minister said the Railway Board had ordered the
Integral Coach Factory Chennai to manufacture 28 AC local trains, with the
first train expected to enter production next year. Mr Vaishnaw said, the new
generation local trains will bring a major transformation to Mumbai's
suburban railway system.
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EVE SPO-BADMINTON

In badminton, India’s ace shuttler Kidambi Srikanth will face Hong
Kong’s Lee Cheuk Yiu tomorrow in the men’s singles quarterfinals at the
China Masters Super 750 in Shenzhen. The match is scheduled to begin at
7:30 PM. Srikanth defeated Canadian player Victor Lai by 21-18, 21-19.
Earlier, India’s top men’s doubles pair, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, exited in the Round of 16, losing to France’s Christo and Toma Junior
Popov in three games. Teenager Tanvi Sharma also bowed out in the Round
of 16 after a three-game loss to Japan’s Tomoka Miyazaki in women's singles,
while Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto were eliminated in mixed doubles.
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IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange color
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over East Madhya Pradesh
tomorrow. The Met Department predicted heavy rainfall with thunderstorms
and lightning over Bihar, East Rajasthan, Sub Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim, Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh tomorrow. Meanwhile, heavy
rainfall is in Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Uttar Pradesh, Vidarbha,
Maharashtra, Odisha Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura.
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