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SANJIO EP-I
20.08.2026

SC-NEET PROTEST PANEL

The Supreme Court has formed a five-member High-Powered Enquiry
Committee headed by former top court judge Justice R Subhash Reddy to
examine allegations of excessive use of force by police authorities and
security personnel against student protesters in Delhi recently and violence
against police personnel.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana said, the committee would also comprise former Punjab and
Haryana High Court Chief Justice Ravi Shankar Jha, former Delhi High
Court Judge Justice Shalinder Kaur, former CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla
and retired Meghalaya DGP L R Bishnoi. The top court clarified that as a
matter of abundant caution, the enquiry undertaken by the High-Powered
Enquiry Committee shall not be a one-time exercise. It asked the
Committee to undertake a continuous and periodic assessment of the
issues and shall submit its interim findings periodically. The Apex Court



recommended that the High-Powered Enquiry Committee should address
certain issues on a priority basis, foremost amongst which is the matter
relating to the alleged incidents of targeted violence, harassment and
molestation of female protesters.

The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)-led march to Parliament on 20th of
July in Delhi over alleged examination paper leaks resulted in violent
clashes, leaving several people injured among both protesters and security
personnel as crowds breached barricades. <><><>

SWATI/PTI/1727

SANJIO:MEENU EP-I

20.08.2026
TN- AMIT SHAH

The 31st South Zone Council meeting concluded in Mahabalipuram
near Chennai under the chairmanship of the Home Minister Amit Shah. The
meeting gave an opportunity to the Chief Ministers and Senior Officials to
engage among themselves to discuss shared priorities and issues
concerning the progress, development and interests of the region.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Joseph Vijay, Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, Kerala Chief Minister Satheesan, Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka and Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu attended the meeting. Lt.Governor of Puducherry, Lt.
Governor of Andaman Nicobar Islands, Administrator of Lakshdweep and
senior officials of various Ministries also attended the meeting.

Meanwhile, the participants during the meeting had stressed upon
cooperative federalism across healthcare funding, infrastructure,
environmental protection and regional security. While host of issues were
discussed in the closed door meeting, the participants had expressed
satisfaction over the outcome of the meeting in their social media
platforms.

R. Chidambaranathan
/Mahabalipuram/MAIL/1607
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UTTARAKHAND-IAS TRAINING

Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan today addressed the valedictory
programme of Phase-II training of the 2024 batch of IAS officer trainees at
the Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, LBSNAA, in
Mussoorie, Uttarakhand.

On the occasion, the Vice-President said that the civil services have
made significant contributions to the country’s development and serve as
an important link in implementing policies at the grassroots level. He said
that character and integrity are the foundations of public service. Mr.
Radhakrishnan stressed that true leadership is not measured by power or
position, but by the ability to act ethically even in difficult situations.

The Vice-President called upon the young administrative officers to
remain dedicated to public service. He urged them not to be distracted by
criticism, but to remain focused on their work and decisions. He also called
upon the officers to work for the welfare of society and provide better
services to the common people.

Uttarakhand Governor Gurmit Singh also congratulated the 2024
batch officer trainees on completing their professional training and wished
them a bright career dedicated to the service of the nation. He said that
one chapter of their training had concluded, but the real journey of
national service was now beginning. He called upon the officers to work in
the public interest with sensitivity, integrity and courage, and to keep the
spirit of “Nation First” in every decision.

<<<>>> Sakshi Singh,
Dehradun,MAIL, 1549

SANJIO DP-I 20.08.2026
BRICS-COMM MINISTERS MEET

India will host the 12™ BRICS Communications Ministers Meeting in
Pune tomorrow. The meeting will be chaired by Union Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia. It will bring together Communications
Ministers and senior representatives from BRICS member countries to
deliberate on strengthening cooperation in Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs), digital transformation, innovation and resilient digital
infrastructure. The theme of the meeting is Innovate, Cooperate and
Transform (ICT) for a Resilient Future. The event will provide a platform
for BRICS member countries to exchange views on emerging technologies,



digital public infrastructure, future networks, cybersecurity, capacity
building and inclusive digital connectivity. The deliberations will also focus
on advancing practical cooperation and sharing best practices to support
digital transformation across BRICS countries and the wider Global South.

<><>RISHU/PRIYA/1552
NEELAM DP-I 20.08.2026
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued orange colour
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Chhattisgarh and East
Madhya Pradesh tomorrow. According to IMD, places over Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim, and West Madhya Pradesh will experience heavy rainfall for
the next two days. Similar conditions are expected to prevail over Jammu
and Kashmir, Ladakh and Northeastern states over the period. The Met
Department has also forecast thunderstorms with lightning and gusty
winds over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, East Rajasthan, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh during the next three days.

Meanwhile, parts of Delhi-NCR witnessed rainfall in the morning. IMD
has said that cloudy sky conditions will continue to prevail over Delhi with
spells of light to very light rainfall for the next three days.

<><>RISHU/SAKLEN/1329 HRS
SANJIO EP-1 20.08.2026
JITENDRA - NAGALAND

Science and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh has said that the
transformation of the North-East over the last twelve years has been one
of the significant outcomes of the development-oriented approach of the
Government under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The
Minister said this when Deputy Chief Minister of Nagaland in-charge of
Home and Border Affairs Yanthungo Patton, called on him along with public
representatives from Wokha district to discuss a range of Central projects
in the State.

On the occasion, Dr. Singh said that the development of the North-



East is no longer being viewed in isolation from the country’s overall
growth journey. He added that the progress achieved in the region over
the last twelve years reflects a sustained policy focus on overcoming
geographical challenges and ensuring that distance does not become a
barrier to development. He also emphasized that from roads and railways
to airports, waterways and digital connectivity, the region has seen a
visible acceleration in development, bringing its people closer to the rest of
the country and opening new avenues for growth.

<><>SAMARTH/PRIYA/1600
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NEW BWF WC - DAY 4 RESULT

In badminton, the men’s singles pre-quarter final battle between
Indian prodigy Ayush Shetty and Indonesia’s Alwi Farhan is currently
underway on Court 1 at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi.
The Indian shuttler had lost the first game 19-21 and was trailing 6-12 in
the second game when the updates last came in. Earlier, India’s women’s
doubles duo of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand stormed into the
quarterfinals of the BWF World Championships in New Delhi. The Indian
pair produced a commanding performance to defeat seventh seeds Rin
Iwanaga and Kie Nakanishi of Japan in straight games, 21-16, 21-12.

The Indian mixed doubles pair of Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto
lost to China’s Guo Xin Wa and Chen Fang Hui 16-21, 5-21. Later in the
evening, former world champion P V Sindhu, will be in action in the pre-
quarterfinals later today. Ninth seeded Sindhu will take on third seed Wang
Zhi Yi of China in the women'’s singles. In the men’s doubles, fifth seeds
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty will face Junaidi Arif and Roy
King Yap of Malaysia in the Round of 16.

VISHNU/BHANU/1805

SITHARAMAN - SINGAPORE PM MEETING

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today met Singapore
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong in Singapore. External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar, Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and
Minister of State for Electronics and Information Technology Jitin Prasada
were also present during the meeting. In a social media post, the Finance
Ministry said the leaders reviewed the progress in implementing the



Roadmap for the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and discussed ways
to further strengthen bilateral cooperation in areas including economic
cooperation, digitalisation, connectivity, skills development and
sustainability. The Ministers are on a visit to Singapore to participate in the
4th round of India-Singapore Ministerial Roundtable, which is going to be
held today.

CHOUHAN - BIHAR VISIT

In Bihar, Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will facilitate the
housewarming of beneficiaries of two lakh thirty-five thousand houses
constructed during the current financial year under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Gramin at Patna today. At a programme to be held at Bapu
Sabhagar, the Union Minister will also distribute sanction letters among
newly selected beneficiaries. Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary, Deputy
Chief Ministers Vijay Kumar Choudhary and Bijendra Prasad Yadav, and
Rural Development Minister Shravan Kumar will also attend the
programme. In another programme, Mr Chouhan will participate in the
‘Krishi Jan Kalyan Samvad’ at BAMETI in Patna. State Agriculture Minister
Vijay Kumar Sinha said the dialogue will focus on increasing farmers’
income and prosperity, promoting women'’s entrepreneurship, employment
and self-employment opportunities for youth, and the welfare of
agricultural workers. Discussions will also be held on natural and
sustainable farming using modern technology, agriculture-based
entrepreneurship, food processing, value addition, and better integration of
farmers with markets.



