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SANJIO EP-1 21-08-2026
PM-CEO MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today interacted with Chief executive
officers (CEOs) and Founders of twenty Space Startups in New Delhi.
During the interaction, the Prime Minister called for wider applications of
Space Technology to improve lives of people. Mr Modi noted that the
country’s Space Sector can become a magnet for global talent, companies
and investment and suggested creating an ecosystem and an environment
where, when the world thinks of space, it looks towards India. Emphasizing
greater collaboration between space industry and other social development
sectors, the Prime Minister encouraged greater collaboration with Atal
Tinkering Labs to nurture curiosity and interest among young minds for
Space. Mr Modi also congratulated the leaders of the space sector for
showing courage and taking the lead in a new area. He said that the
confidence shown by the sector has strengthened the vision with which the
space sector was opened to private participation.

During the meeting, the CEOs appreciated the decision of opening
Space Sector to private participation created saying it created multiple new
opportunities. They underlined the rapid progress being made by the
Country’s private space industry and shared their vision for the sector’s
future. They also highlighted the strong support from the government and
collaboration within the industry, noting that their teams are highly
motivated and working with determination to achieve ambitious goals in
the space sector.



Founders of twenty startups working in space sector including
Skyroot Aerospace, Agnikul Cosmos, Pixxel, Dhruva Space, GalaxEye,
PierSight, Bellatrix Aerospace, and Digantara, among others participated in
the meeting.

Sharing a social media post, Mr Modi expressed happiness meeting
the young entrepreneurs and innovators who have shown remarkable
courage by entering a new and demanding domain. Mr Modi said that they
have taken risks, trusted the reform process and remained consistent in
their efforts and due to their hard work, the country has achieved a lot in
the space sector in the last few years. He also urged the StartUps to think
about how space technology can contribute immensely to agriculture,
livestock management, dairy, environment and many other areas that
touch everyday lives. Further, the Prime Minister assured the space
StartUps that Government will continue to stand with them as they build
India’s capabilities for the future. He noted that India can offer the world a
strong, innovative and commercially viable model in the space sector.

<<<>>> PRIYA/ANKIT/1537

SANJIO:: KAMINI EP-I 21.08.2026
EVE. AMIT SHAH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated and laid the foundation
stones for several projects at the headquarters of the Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) in Siliguri, West Bengal today. Addressing the jawans following the
ceremony, Shah noted that former chief ministers were invited to previous
SSB events but chose not to attend. He stated that since Suvendu Adhikari
became Chief Minister, full cooperation is being provided for border
security, adding that tasks are being resolved via phone calls even before
formal paperwork arrives, and the remaining 29 acres of required land are
also being handed over. Shah mentioned that extensive discussions had
taken place regarding issues in West Bengal, alleging that despite repeated
requests to Mamata Banerjee to curb infiltration, land was not provided
despite promises. He expressed his gratitude to the people of Bengal.

On this occasion, foundation stones were laid for several SSB camps,
encompassing works worth approximately Rs 179 crore. The Home Minister
stated that since the BJP government came to power at the Centre, the
welfare of personnel responsible for border security has been given utmost
priority. He highlighted that the SSB is performing the challenging task of



guarding open borders with countries like Nepal and Bhutan, calling it one
of the toughest duties. Furthermore, he mentioned that understanding the
importance of the Siliguri Corridor, the Central Government has stepped up
surveillance in the region. Shah reiterated that while Mamata Banerjee did
not provide the land required to enhance security there, Suvendu Adhikari

provided it.
<><><>KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/MAIL/1523 HRS
SANJIO EP-1 21.08.2026

MEA-BRIEFING

Government today reiterated that the welfare and security of Indian
seafarers community is of high priority for India. Briefing the media in New
Delhi, Spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Randhir Jaiswal said
that India continues to closely follow developments in West Asia.

Talking about an incident involving two foreign-flagged vessel, Mr
Jaiswal said all 22 seafarers are safe, and the Government is in touch with
the relevant officials regarding this matter to ensure their safety and well-
being.

[S/B- RANDHIR JAISWAL]

On Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth’s Nepal visit, the Spokesperson
said that during his visit the Army Chief was conferred the rank of
Honorary General. He noted that this reflects the longstanding friendship
between the two countries and their armed forces.

On the visit of MEA Secretary Sripriya Ranganathan to Palestine, the
MEA Spokesperson said that during her visit she conveyed India's
commitment to be a strong development partner for Palestine. He added
that the Secretary also handed over a consignment of life-saving medicines
to the Palestinian government for the people of Palestine for their health
needs.

[S/B- RANDHIR JAISWAL]
<<<>>> PRIYA/DIPENDRA/1654

SANJIO EP-1 21.08.2026



NCSK-FOUNDATION DAY

The National Commission for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK) will celebrate
its 32" Foundation Day in New Delhi on Sunday. Law and Justice Minister,
Arjun Ram Meghwal and Minister of State for Social Justice and
Empowerment Ramdas Athawale will participate in the event.

Vice Chairperson of NCSK, Hardeep Singh Gill said that the
programme will focus on the dignity and welfare of Safai Karamcharis,
elimination of hazardous manual scavenging or cleaning, promotion of
mechanized sanitation, rehabilitation and social security and
implementation of welfare initiatives. During the event the Commission will
release NCSK Missed-Call Facility Number for all the stakeholders. This will
enable the Commission to follow up with callers and register their
grievances, issues and representations in a time-bound manner. He said
that the day-long event will be attended by around nine hundred Safai
Karamcharis, Urban Local Bodies, Public Sector Organizations, civil society
organizations and other stakeholders working for the welfare of Safai
Karamcharis.

<><>SAUMYA/BHANU/1700

SANJIO EP-I 21.08.2026
NADDA INFLUENZA MEET

Health and Family Welfare Minister JP Nadda today reviewed the
prevailing situation and preparedness for HIN1 Influenza in the country
with particular focus on the National Capital. The Health and Family
Welfare Ministry informed that the Mr Nadda reviewed the national
surveillance and epidemiological situation, ILI and SARI trends, testing and
laboratory surveillance, and preparedness of healthcare facilities to manage
seasonal influenza cases. During the meeting, Mr Nadda emphasised the
need for continued vigilance, robust surveillance and proactive
preparedness, with close monitoring of influenza trends. He also
emphasised public awareness and preventive health practices, including
respiratory hygiene and hand hygiene, and advised individuals with
persistent or severe respiratory symptoms, breathing difficulty or other
warning signs to seek medical advice promptly.

The Union Health Minister reiterated that the situation is being
closely and continuously monitored. The Ministry also informed that it is



continuing to coordinate with States/UTs, hospitals, laboratories and other
stakeholders to ensure effective surveillance, early detection, timely clinical
management and proactive preparedness for seasonal influenza, including
HIN1.

<><>BHANU/1537
NEELAM EP-I 21.08.2026
JITENDRA - HEALTHCARE

Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Dr Jitendra Singh
today said that India has a unique opportunity to advance healthcare while
ensuring that technological breakthroughs remain accessible, affordable
and of high quality. Addressing the 18th CII Global MedTech Summit
virtually, Dr Singh said India’s medical technology sector, currently
estimated at around 12 billion US dollars, is projected to reach 20 billion US
dollars by 2030. He stressed that the country’s ambition should be to
design, develop, manufacture and export technologies for global healthcare
markets. Dr Singh underlined the need to strengthen collaboration between
science, industry, healthcare institutions and the market, saying research
should not remain confined to laboratories but translate into tangible
solutions for real-world healthcare challenges.

(BYTE - Jitendra Singh)

The Minister said the government’s Research, Development and
Innovation scheme, with a corpus of one lakh crore rupees, is aimed at
encouraging greater private-sector participation in high-impact research
and innovation. He also highlighted the government'’s efforts to strengthen
domestic medical device manufacturing through the Production Linked
Incentive scheme and medical device parks. He said cumulative sales
under the medical device PLI scheme had reached approximately 12
thousand 344 crore rupees by September 2025, including exports worth
around 5 thousand 869 crore rupees.

<><>ISHANI/DIPENDRA/1417

SANJIO:: KAMINI DP-I 21.08.2026
SOWCAR JANAKI PASSES AWAY

Legendary actress Sowcar Janaki passed away in Chennai. The 94
year old actor Sankaramanchi Janaki, widely known as Sowcar Janaki
breathed her last due to age related illness at a private hospital today.
Sowcar Janaki is well known in South Indian films with an outstanding



number of nearly 400 films. A recipient of Padma Shri, she has also bagged
Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award, two Nandi Awards and a
kalaimamani Award; she started her career in films in 1950.
<><><>Joy/Chennai/MAIL/1459 HRS
SANJIO EP-1II 21-08-2026
BALOCHISTAN-PROTESTS

The Baloch National Movement (BNM) organised a protest
demonstration and rally in the Netherlands condemning the recent
airstrikes by the Pakistan air force in Balochistan’s Surab district that
reportedly killed more than 30 civilians, including women and children.
Addressing the rally in Amsterdam, the BNM activists described the Surab
attack as a severe humanitarian tragedy and criticised the international
community's silence over what they described as the growing threats to
civilian lives across Balochistan. They stressed that human rights conditions
in the province have been deteriorating rapidly. The demonstrators urged
the United Nations, the European Union, and global human rights
organizations to take immediate notice of the bombardment in Surab and
bring those responsible to justice. The incident took place in the early
hours of August 12 when the Pakistani air force carried out indiscriminate
bombardment in residential areas in the Gidar area of Surab, killing civilians
and causing significant damage to properties. Earlier this week, the
President of the Baloch American Congress, Tara Chand, wrote to US
President Donald Trump seeking urgent intervention over Pakistani military
airstrikes in Surab.
<><><> PARAS/IANS/1626

SANJIO EP-I 21.08.2026
EVE. BWF WC- DAY 5

In the BWF Badminton World Championships, India’s Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand have stormed into the women’s doubles semifinals and
assured the country of a coveted medal at the prestigious championship.
They upset the fourth seeds, Jia Yi Fan and Zhang Shu Xian of China 16-
21, 21-15, 21-13, at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi.
Treesa-Gayatri will take on top seeds Liu Sheng Shu and Tan Ning in the
semifinal on Saturday.

With this victory, Treesa and Gayatri became only the second Indian
women's doubles combination to win a World Championships medal. Jwala
Gutta and Ashwini Ponnappa were the first Indian combination to achieve



this feat when they clinched the bronze in London 15 years ago. The
Indian duo’s triumph has also extended India’s remarkable streak of
winning at least one medal at the World Championships every year since
2011.

Meanwhile the men’s doubles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty will lock horns with third seeds Liang Wei Keng and Wang
Chang of China. Earlier yesterday, the duo defeated Junaidi Arif and Roy
King Yap of Malaysia in the pre-quarterfinals 21-23, 21-19, 21-17 in a nail-
biting encounter.

<><><> VISHNU/BHANU/1655



