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EVE LS - SC JUDGE BILLL: Lok Sabha has passed the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026. The bill aims to further amend
the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956, for increasing the
number of Judges of the Apex Court from the present 33 to 37 (excluding
the Chief Justice of India). In May this year, President Droupadi Murmu
had promulgated an ordinance to increase the number of Supreme Court
Judges from 33 to 37. When the House met after the second adjournment
at 2:00 PM, Union Minister of Law and Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal moved
the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026. He said
that under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
mantra of Reform, Perform and Transform is being effectively
implemented. The Minister said that the Bill is an important step in that
ongoing reform process within the judicial sector. Mr Meghwal said, the bill
has been brought in view of the rising number of pending cases in the
Supreme Court and to make the judicial system more efficient and
effective. He said, this step will further strengthen judicial capacity,



expedite the effective disposal of cases, and mark an important milestone
in ensuring timely justice for citizens. (Byte - Arjun Ram Meghwal) Our
correspondent reports the volume of litigation in the Supreme Court has
constantly been on the rise due to a persistent gap between institution and
final disposal of cases in the Court. As on 1st of January this year, over 92
thousand cases are pending in the Supreme Court. Even while working at
near-full sanctioned capacity of 34 Judges since 2019, the Supreme Court
recorded institution of 75 thousand 410 fresh matters last year against a
disposal of more than 65 thousand cases. A persistent gap between the
institution and final disposal of cases underscores the continuing challenge
of docket management, particularly with respect to older pending matters
and cases requiring adjudication by larger Benches. The increase in judge-
strength of the Court is one of the most exigent and viable solutions for
tackling the pending backlog of cases in the Supreme Court. Earlier, when
the Lok Sabha met after the first adjournment at 12 noon, presiding officer
Krishna Prasad Tenneti tried to take up the legislative business, amid
opposition uproar. Minister of Statistics and Programme Implementation,
Rao Inderjit Singh introduced the Indian Statistical Institute Bill, 2026. The
Bill seeks to provide for a comprehensive statutory framework to the Indian
Statistical Institute, to excel as a globally recognised centre in Statistical
Sciences and allied fields. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman introduced
the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill, 2026. The opposition members came to
the well demanding, Union Home Minister Amit Shah reply over the alleged
police action during students' protest over the NEET issue. The presiding
officer urged the members to go back to their seats. He said, bringing
placards and banners inside the House is not appropriate, and members
should respect parliamentary decorum. As the pandemonium continued,
the Lok Sabha was adjourned till 2:00 PM.
EVE RS — MSME: Rajya Sabha has passed the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development (Amendment) Bill 2026. The Bill aims to further
amend the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Act, 2006. It
aims to address payment delays and simplify dispute resolution. The Bill
provides that every central public sector enterprise must settle all invoices
for procurement of goods or services from MSMEs on the Trade
Receivables Discounting System. As per the bill, if mediation fails in case of
dispute, then, the reference for arbitration must be made within 30 days
from the date of termination of mediation. It also adds that an award must
be made within 90 days from the date of completion of pleadings.



EVE RAIJNATH AFHQ SERVICES: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has
stressed the need for greater integration between the military and civilian
wings of the Ministry of Defence to strengthen the country's defence
ecosystem. Addressing the 85th Armed Forces Headquarters Civilian
Services Day celebrations in New Delhi today, Mr Singh emphasised that
this will effectively address evolving security and technological challenges.
The Defence Minister said that both the uniformed and civil services share
the same commitment of ‘Nation First’, and when the objective is singular,
every element of the system transforms into national strength. S/B:
RAINATH)

REV. GOYAL-UZBEKISTAN MEET: Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal met Uzbekistan’s Minister of Investment, Industry
and Trade Laziz Kudratov in New Delhi today. In a social media post, Mr
Goyal said that during their meeting, they had productive discussions on
further strengthening the India-Uzbekistan Strategic Partnership by
enhancing cooperation in trade, investment, pharmaceuticals, connectivity,
digital technologies and manufacturing.

JITENDRA SINGH-CVC: Minister of State for Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions Dr. Jitendra Singh today said that sustained
institutional reforms, technology-driven governance and continuous
monitoring have significantly strengthened the country's vigilance
framework. The Minister said this during his meeting with the outgoing
Central Vigilance Commissioner Praveen Kumar Srivastava. Dr Singh said
that the framework has led to a sharp reduction in the pendency of
disciplinary cases from over four thousand to nearly 7 hundred in about
three to four years.

REV. EVE POJK PROTESTS: The situation in Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK) worsened overnight as protesters refused to disperse
and security forces allegedly opened fire on demonstrators. Reports from
PoJK said that the security forces launched a midnight crackdown on
protesters, with gunfire reported in Rawalakot. An Intelligence Bureau
official said the reported gunfire came as scores of women and children



joined the ongoing protest. Many women and children have remained at
the protest site for the past 50 days, with dozens more joining them
yesterday. People from across PoJK have joined the agitation, which is
now spreading rapidly across the region. According to data updated by the
Human Rights Council of Pakistan-occupied Jammu & Kashmir as of
yesterday, a total of 80 fatalities have been documented.

PRESIDENT-GOPABANDHU WITH V/C: President Droupadi Murmu
unveiled the statue of eminent freedom fighter and social reformer
Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das in New Delhi today. Gopabandhu Das
popularly known as Utkalamani was born on 9th October, 1877 in Puri. He
dedicated his life to the freedom movement, education, social service and
the welfare of the poor and underprivileged.



