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MORN.PRESIDENT - ODISHA VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will begin a three-day visit to Odisha
today. During her visit, the President will participate in a series of
educational, cultural and official engagements in Cuttack, Bhubaneswar,
Brahmapur and Taptapani in Ganjam district. The President is scheduled to
inaugurate Jagadguru Kripalu University at Cuttack today. Tomorrow, she
will travel to southern Odisha to offer prayers at the Maa Kandhuni Devi
Temple near Taptapani before attending other official programmes.

Elaborate security arrangements have been made for the visit.
Around 40 platoons of police have been deployed in Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack, while traffic regulation, surveillance and other security measures
have been intensified to ensure the smooth conduct of the President's

engagements.
<> PRAKASH DASH/BHUBANESWAR/CB/0346HRS
MK DP-I 02.08. 2026

REV.PM-NASHA MUKT BHARAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that as India moves towards
becoming a Viksit Bharat, the nation's youth must be physically fit,
mentally strong, and full of self-confidence. Speaking on the launch of
‘Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan’ virtually in New Delhi
today, Mr Modi said young people should always stay away from drugs and
embrace a healthy lifestyle. He added that the launch will mark the
beginning of a 100-week nationwide Jan Bhagidari campaign against
substance abuse. Mr Modi said that weekly activities will be organised
every Sunday across the country to promote awareness and encourage
public participation in building a drug-free society.

Mr Modi said said that drug addiction diverts people from their goals
and distances them from achieving their dreams. He said that addiction not
only destroys families but also weakens the strength of the nation.
Stressing the need to protect the youth from the menace of drugs, he said
young people must understand the serious consequences of addiction. Mr
Modi reminded that the drugs ultimately ruin careers, disrupt family life,
and destroy the future of individuals.

BYTE-NARENDRA MODI
More than one crore youth from 28 thousand locations



across the country have participated in the event. The Participants include
Governors of States, Chief Ministers of States, MY Bharat and National
Service Scheme volunteers, as well as participants from schools, colleges,
universities, youth clubs, NGOs, and spiritual organisations.

SAKLEN/1214HRS
SWATI:MEENU EP-1 02.08.2026

MANDAVIYA-DRUG FREE INDIA

Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports, Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya,
today said the dream of a drug-free India can be realised only through
active public participation and the leadership of the youth. He was
addressing a programme at Amrita Hospital in Faridabad after the national
launch of the Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan, launched
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Dr. Mandaviya described the 100-week
campaign as a nationwide people's movement aimed at mobilising the
youth for nation-building. He said healthy, aware and empowered young
people are central to achieving the vision of a developed India.

The Minister said the MY Bharat platform has connected more than
two crore and 24 lakh youth with nation-building initiatives. He added that,
in collaboration with spiritual organisations, youth groups and de-addiction
experts, a comprehensive 100-week action plan has been prepared to
strengthen the campaign against substance abuse, with several spiritual
organisations across the country joining the initiative. <><><>

ASHWANI
KUMAR SHARMA, CHANDIGARH,MAIL,1922 HRS.
SWATI EP-1 02.08.2026

JITENDRA SINGH- PROJECT REVIEW

Union Minister of State for Prime Minister's Office Dr. Jitendra Singh
today reviewed the status and phased implementation roadmap of the Ujh
Multipurpose Project in Kathua district of Jammu and Kashmir. The Minister
held a meeting with the officials of WAPCOS Ltd.,, a government
undertaking under the Ministry of Jal Shakti, which has been entrusted with
the implementation of the project. He emphasised the need for expeditious
implementation so that the benefits of this strategically important project
reach the people at the earliest. He advised the officials to explore



innovative solutions and implementation strategies while maintaining the
highest standards of quality, safety and efficiency. Dr Singh said that the
revival of the Shahpurkandi project in 2019, and the revival of the Ujh
Multipurpose Project in 2026 reflect the government’s resolve to realise
long-delayed projects, optimise the use of India’s water resources and
deliver tangible benefits to the people.

Located on the Ujh River, a major tributary of the Ravi, the Ujh
Multipurpose Project is designed to generate around 186 Megawatt to 212
Megawatt of electricity. It is expected to provide irrigation to nearly 90,000
hectares of agricultural land in Kathua and Samba districts of Jammu and
Kashmir, as well as Pathankot and Gurdaspur districts of Punjab. The
project will also supply drinking water to Kathua district and provide
industrial water.
<><><>AMAN/2020 HRS
MK MP-II 03.8.2026
CWG-AHMEDABAD

The countdown to the 2030 Ahmedabad Commonwealth Games has
officially begun, with the curtain falling on the Glasgow Commonwealth
Games last night. As the curtain came down, India offered the world a
vibrant invitation to Ahmedabad, blending ancient philosophy,
contemporary artistry and cultural grandeur in a handover presentation
that officially launched the journey towards the centenary edition of the
Games in 2030. Prince Edward, Duke of Edinburgh, representing King
Charles III, formally declared the Games closed in Glasgow. He called up
on athletes of all countries and territories to visit Ahmedabad, in four years
time to celebrate the 24th Commonwealth Games. The formal handover
began with the Commonwealth Games flag making its symbolic journey
across the arena. Led by bearers holding the Scottish and Indian flags, the
procession lowered the folded Games flag. Glasgow's Lord Provost
Jacqueline McLaren then passed it to Commonwealth Games Scotland vice-
chair Susan Jackson, two-time Olympic medallist Neeraj Chopra, Indian
Olympic Association president PT Usha, and finally Gujarat Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi. This marked the official transfer of hosting
responsibilities from Scotland to India. India last hosted the
Commonwealth Games in New Delhi in 2010. After 11 days of intense
competition, Indian athletes departed from Glasgow as a satisfied bunch
after wining 39 medals at the 2026 Games, including 13 gold, 17 silver,
and nine bronze, to end in fourth position on the standings.
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MK MP-1 03.08.2026

MBBS COUNSELING

The first round of counselling for admission to MBBS and other
undergraduate medical courses under the All India Quota will begin from
tomorrow and the academic session for the 2026-27 batch will commence
on September 8. According to the schedule released by the Medical
Counselling Committee (MCC), the first round of counselling for deemed
and central universities will be held from August 4 to August 17. The last
date for joining will be August 22.

The second round of counselling will take place from August 24 to
September 2, followed by the third round from September 10 to September
18.

The stray vacancy round is scheduled from September 28 to October
3. The last date for joining after the stray vacancy round is October 10.

For state quota seats, the first round of counselling will be conducted
from August 13 to August 22, with candidates required to join by August
28. The second round will be held from August 31 to September 8 and the
third round from September 16 to September 26. The stray vacancy round
for state quota seats will be conducted from October 3 to October 5. The
MCC has directed all participating institutions, state counselling authorities
and designated agencies to strictly adhere to the schedule.

The MCC has introduced a series of improvements in the NEET-UG
2026 counselling process, including doing away with mandatory physical
reporting for candidates opting for seat upgrade in an effort to make the
admission process "more transparent and student-friendly".

MK::SK MP-I 03.08.2026
REDDY-ELECTRIC BUS

Union Coal and Mines Minister Kishan Reddy has hailed the launch of
India's first commercial electric bus by Keto Motors as another milestone in
the country's clean transport journey. Speaking at the launch event, he
praised the engineers and staff behind the specially designed nine-metre
electric bus, which was handed over to an operating partner. The minister
highlighted the government's full support for electric mobility, covering
manufacturing, batteries, charging infrastructure, and research. Mr Redddy



also referred to the National Critical Mineral Mission, backed by 34,000
crore rupees, and described Telangana as a growing hub for electric
mobility and semiconductor design.

SAPTHAGIRI, HYDERABAD,MAIL/0555

MK::SK MP-1 03.08.2026
REV.BRICS NSO MEET

The meeting of Heads of National Statistical Offices (NSO) of BRICS
Countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)) will be
held under the Chairship of India from today to tomorrow in Lucknow. Our
correspondent has the details:

[V/C - SUSHIL]

India's BRICS Chairship is quided by the overarching theme
"Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability (BRICS)." Within the BRICS Statistics track, India
has adopted the theme "Quality Statistics as Driver of Change’,
reflecting an unwavering commitment to data quality, innovation,
effective dissemination, and people-centric statistical systems.

The meeting aims on Strengthening Core BRICS Statistical
Products, Innovation and Reform in National Statistical Systems,

Data Dissemination and  Accessibility Strengthening

Macroeconomic and Sectoral Statistics. The objective is to further
strengthen cooperation in the areas of dissemination of statistics,

innovation in statistical systems, and the exchange of knowledge
and best practices. Two half-day side events will also be organized
alongside the meeting on Unlocking the Potential of
Administrative Data and Al Readiness in the Evolving Data
Ecosystem. SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI AKASHVANI NEWS
LUCKNOW,

SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI, LUCKNOW,MAIL/0555

MK MP-I 03.08.2026
COUNTING-BY ELECTIONS
All arrangements are in place for the counting of votes today for the



by-elections to three Assembly constituencies in Bihar, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh. Polling for the Bankipur constituency in Bihar, Manjalpur in
Gujarat and Datia in Madhya Pradesh was held on the 30th of last month.
Counting of votes will begin at 8 this morning. Postal ballots will be
counted first, followed by the counting of votes recorded in Electronic
Voting Machines from 8:30 AM. The Election Commission has made robust
security arrangements to ensure smooth counting in all three states.In
Madhya Pradesh, counting for the Datia Assembly seat will be held at
Government Polytechnic College, where 20 counting tables have been set
up.

<><><>NET/ABHINAV GOEL/CB/0353HRS

MK MP-1 03.08.2026
IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department has issued an orange colour
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar,
Sub Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim today. Heavy rainfall is also
expected over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh and Jharkhand till tomorrow.
Similar conditions are expected over Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan,
Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal and North-
Eastern parts of India today.

The Weather Department has also forecast thunderstorms, lightning
and gqusty winds over Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Mahe,
Lakshadweep, North Interior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal
and Andaman and Nicobar Islands till tomorrow.

<><>SAUMYA/0641 HRS



