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SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-1 20.08.2026
VP - UTTARAKHAND VISIT

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan is scheduled to attend the valedictory
ceremony of Phase-II of the IAS Professional Course for the 2024 batch at
the Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration in Mussoorie,
Uttarakhand, as the chief guest today. On the first day of his Uttarakhand
visit yesterday, the Vice President addressed trainee officers of the 2025-27
batch of the Indian Forest Service and officers of the Royal Bhutan Forest
Service undergoing training at the Indira Gandhi National Forest Academy in
Dehradun. During the interaction, he stressed the need to maintain a proper
balance between development and environmental protection. He called upon
forest officers to take decisions by balancing development, environmental
protection, livelihoods and the interests of future generations.

SAKSHI SINGH, DEHRADUN, MAIL, 0743
SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-1 20.08.2026
CHOUHAN - BIHAR VISIT

In Bihar, Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will facilitate the
housewarming of beneficiaries of two lakh thirty-five thousand houses
constructed during the current financial year under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Gramin at Patna today. At a programme to be held at Bapu



Sabhagar, the Union Minister will also distribute sanction letters among newly
selected beneficiaries. Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary, Deputy Chief
Ministers Vijay Kumar Choudhary and Bijendra Prasad Yadav, and Rural
Development Minister Shravan Kumar will also attend the programme. In
another programme, Mr Chouhan will participate in the 'Krishi Jan Kalyan
Samvad’ at BAMETI in Patna. State Agriculture Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha
said the dialogue will focus on increasing farmers’ income and prosperity,
promoting women’s entrepreneurship, employment and self-employment
opportunities for youth, and the welfare of agricultural workers. Discussions
will also be held on natural and sustainable farming using modern
technology, agriculture-based entrepreneurship, food processing, value
addition, and better integration of farmers with markets.

SAVITA PAREEK, PATNA, MAIL/0808
NEELAM DP-I 20.08.2026
BHUPENDER-BRICS ARTICLE

Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Bhupender
Yadav today said that under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
India is committed to making its BRICS Presidency people-centric and guided
by the spirit of ‘Humanity First’. In a social media post, sharing his article
written in an English daily, Mr Yadav said India has focused on promoting
sustainable lifestyles based on the principles of Mission LiFE, along with
afforestation, forest fire management, disaster resilience and people-centric
climate adaptation rooted in traditional knowledge. He said India’s BRICS
chairship is working towards a future that places the planet at the centre of
collective growth, resilient development, innovation and sharing of
knowledge.

SAKLEN/1124 HRS

SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-I 20.08.2026
AMIT SHAH - WB VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will arrive in West Bengal on a
three-day visit. He is scheduled to attend several programmes in North
Bengal, including administrative meetings. He will also inaugurate several
projects related to border security. Tomorrow, Mr Shah will inaugurate a



five-day special Nyaya Sanhita exhibition on the new criminal laws at
Kawakhali in Siliguri. Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari may also be present at
the programme. During his visit, the Home Minister will review security
arrangements in the border areas and also hold an important meeting with
district magistrates to prevent illegal cash transactions in the districts
adjoining the border. He is also scheduled to attend a special review meeting
on the implementation of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0821
SHUKLA DP-I 20.08.2026
SITHARAMAN - SINGAPORE PM MEETING

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today met Singapore Prime
Minister Lawrence Wong in Singapore. External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar, Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and Minister
of State for Electronics and Information Technology Jitin Prasada were also
present during the meeting. In a social media post, the Finance Ministry said
the leaders reviewed the progress in implementing the Roadmap for the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and discussed ways to further
strengthen bilateral cooperation in areas including economic cooperation,
digitalisation, connectivity, skills development and sustainability. The
Ministers are on a visit to Singapore to participate in the 4th round of
India-Singapore Ministerial Roundtable, which is going to be held today.

SAKLEN/0940 HRS

NEELAM DP-I 20.08.2026
FUR. DAY TN-AMIT SHAH

The 31st meeting of Southern Zonal Council, chaired by the
Union Home Minister Amit Shah is underway in Kovalam, near
Chennai.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Joseph Vijay, Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, Kerala Chief Minister Satheesan, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, and Telangana's Deputy Chief Minister and Lieutenant
Governor of Puducherry are participating in the conference. Discussions will
be held on various key issues, including inter-state cooperation, economic
growth, industrial investments, strengthening partnerships, infrastructure
development, water resource sharing, education, healthcare, information



technology, disaster management, crime prevention, and border disputes.

CB/R.
CHIDAMBARANATHAN/CHENNAI/1056
SHUKLA MP-1 20.08.2026

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
colour warning for very heavy rainfall over Chhattisgarh, Eastern Madhya
Pradesh and Western Uttar Pradesh today. The IMD forecast heavy rainfall
over Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarkhand, Bihar, Odisha, Sub
Himalayan West Bengal and parts of North East India till tomorrow.

The Met Department also predicted thunderstorm accompanied by
lightning and gusty winds over Karnataka, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Kerala,
Mahe, and Tamil Nadu during the day. Similar weather conditions are
expected over Jammu-Kashmir, Chhattisgarh, Puducherry, Karaikal,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Andaman and Nicobar Islands till tomorrow.

Meanwhile, rain continues to bring relief from the heat in several parts
of the national capital, with many areas witnessing rainfall since last night.
The weather has turned pleasant, with cloudy conditions prevailing across
Delhi. According to the Weather Agency, the maximum temperature in the
national capital is likely to remain between 32 and 34 degrees Celsius today,
while the minimum temperature is expected to hover around 26 to 28
degrees Celsius.

SAKLEN/0721

SHUKLA MP-1 20.08.2026
PM-RAJIV HOMAGE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid homage to former Prime Minister of
India Rajiv Gandhi on the occasion of his birth anniversary today. Rajiv
Gandhi was the Prime Minister of India from October 1984 to December
1989. Vice President C P Radhakrishnan today paid tribute to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his birth anniversary. In a social media post, Mr
Radhakrishnan said that he pays his tributes to the memory of the former
Prime Minister and remembers his service to the nation and contribution to
public life.



SAKLEN/0914 HRS

NEELAM::JATIN DP-I 20.08.2026
INDIA JAPAN DEFENCE

The India-Japan Defence Ministers Meeting is currently underway in
New Delhi. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Japanese counterpart
Shinjiro Koizumi are co-chairing the meeting. The meeting is expected to
further strengthen bilateral defence relations, enhance strategic trust and
cooperation, promote stability and security in the Indo-Pacific region and
identify new areas of collaboration. The two Ministers will exchange views on
deeper maritime security cooperation and closer defence equipment and
technology collaboration under the ‘Make-in-India’ framework, following
Japan’s revision of the Three Principles on Transfer of Defence Equipment
and Technology. The meeting provides an opportunity to build a roadmap for
further advancing bilateral defence and security cooperation.
<><><>ANUPAM MISHRA/1143 HRS

SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-1 20.08.2026
ODISHA FLOOD

Flood situation remains grim in several districts of north Odisha, with
Bhadrak, Kendrapara, Balasore, Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar districts
continuing to face inundation despite a reduction in rainfall. The
Subarnarekha is adding to the concern, flowing at 11.80 metres at Rajghat
against the danger level of 10.36 metres this morning, affecting around two
lakh eighty thousand people. With another spell of rain expected, the India
Meteorological Department has issued a Yellow Warning for Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar and Sundargarh districts, keeping the flood-hit areas on alert. More
from our Correspondent:

[V/C - PRAKASH]

Floodwaters continue to pose serious problems in several

parts of north Odisha, with many people still marooned as water

levels remain high and recede slowly. In Balasore district Baliapal
is amongq the worst affected, with more than forty-five thousand
people reportedly still marooned. Schools and Anganwadi centres
remain closed in Bhadrak district. The Subarnarekha is also rising.
At Rajghat the river was flowing at 11.80 metres at six this

morning, against the danger level of 10.36 metres. Around two
lakh eighty thousand people have been affected by the




Subarnarekha flood. The IMD has forecast another spell of rain
from the 22nd, with Yellow Warning for Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar and
Sundargarh districts, raising concern over further inundation.
Prakash Dash for Akashvani News, Bhubaneswar

PRAKASH DASH, BHUBANESWAR, MAIL, 0724



