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PARAS::CR EPP 05.08.2026
FUR. EVE RS - SUPREME COURT BILL
Parliament has passed the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment
Bill, 2026, with the Rajya Sabha returning the legislation to the Lok Sabha
after a discussion. The Lok Sabha had passed it on Monday. The bill
amends the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956, for increasing
the number of Judges of the Apex Court from the present 33 to 37
(excluding the Chief Justice of India). In May this year, President Droupadi
Murmu had promulgated an ordinance to increase the number of Supreme
Court Judges from 33 to 37. Replying to debate in the Rajya Sabha, Union
Minister of Law and Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal said, the Narendra Modi
Government is working with the motto of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas and Sabka Prayas. He said, people of the country are witnessing
reforms in every sector, and this legislation is a part of judicial reforms.
The Minister said, it will enhance judicial efficiency in the Supreme Court.
He said that, as per the need, the strength of judges in the apex court is
increased regularly.



(BYTE: ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL)

The Minister said, the government has taken several initiatives for
the speedy disposal of cases by the judiciary. He said that, in view of the
increasing workload of the judiciary, the evolving nature of judicial matters,
and the emerging constitutional and legal interpretation issues, increasing
the number of judges in the Supreme Court is the need of the hour and a
timely reform.

(BYTE: ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL)

Earlier, initiating the discussion, Vivek Tankha of Congress questioned
the motive of bringing an ordinance to increase the number of Supreme
Court Judges from 33 to 37. He said, 95 thousand cases are pending in the
Supreme Court.

Participating in the discussion, Sangeeta Yadav of BIP described the
Bill related to increasing the number of judges in the Supreme Court as a
historic and visionary step. She highlighted that the bill aims to ensure
accessible and effective justice for the citizens of the country. Ms Yadav
noted that many cases are pending for more than a decade. She termed
the Bill as an important step towards strengthening the judicial system in
the country.

Dr Menaka Guruswamy of TMC claimed that there is 30 per cent
vacancy in all the High Courts. Supporting the Bill, R Girirajan of DMK said
that the increase in the number of Judges is expected to bring down the
number of pending cases in the Supreme Court. Dr Sasmit Patra of BID
also supported the legislation. He also stressed the need for infrastructure
development in the Supreme Court and High Courts. S Niranjan Reddy of
YSRCP highlighted that the number of cases per judge has increased
exponentially.



I S Inbadurai of AIADMK supported the bill, saying that increasing the
sanctioned strength to 38 Judges in the Supreme Court, including the Chief
Justice of India, is a timely and necessary reform. He also urged the
government to fill up the vacant positions of Judges in Madras High Court
as there are only 52 Judges against the sanctioned strength of 75 Judges.
Dr Jyoti N Waghmare of Shiv Sena supported the bill, saying that the
legislation will instil @ new confidence among the people and ensure
speedy justice. Rajendra Jain of NCP, Sanjay Singh of AAP, Milind Deora of
Shiv Sena, Vijay Chintakayala of TDP, Mahua Maji of JMM, among others,
participated in the discussion.

After returning the bill to the Lok Sabha, the House took up Special
Mention in which various members raised issues of public importance. After
completing the business, the Deputy Chairman adjourned the House for
the day to meet again at 11:00 AM tomorrow.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/ANAND/1721

BS::JATIN EPP 05.08.2026
EVE LS - ADJOURN

Lok Sabha has been adjourned for the day after passing the Bankers’
Books Evidence Bill, 2026. When the House assembled after the first
adjournment at 2 PM, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman moved
the Bill which seeks to provide a law relating to evidence with respect to
bankers’ books and to align it with contemporary digital banking practices.
It aims to modernise the legal framework to meet the requirements of the
present banking system. The Bill also has a provision that an electronic or
digital record of a banker’s book will be admissible, valid, and legally
enforceable as evidence. The legislation was cleared by the Lok Sabha
amid opposition uproar without any discussion.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju expressed concern over the
continued disruptions in the proceedings of the House by the opposition
members. He urged the opposition to cooperate in ensuring smooth
functioning of Parliament. Mr Rijiju claimed that the opposition does not
want Parliament to function and is deliberately creating disruptions. He said
that despite adequate time being allocated by the Business Advisory
Committee for debates on Bills, the Opposition members are not
cooperating.



(BYTE - KIREN RIJIJU)

Mr Rijiju alleged that Congress, Communist party and Samajwadi
party have opposed Lord Ram and disrespected him. He claimed that these
parties had protested against the construction of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya. Expressing disappointment, Mr Rijiju demanded that these
parties should apologise for their remarks. However, amid the ruckus, the
Lok Sabha was adjourned for the day to meet again at 11 AM tomorrow.

Earlier, when the Lok Sabha began its proceedings at 11 AM, Speaker
Om Birla tried to take up the Question Hour, but the opposition members
raised the issue of alleged police action during students' protests. The
opposition members were demanding a statement from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on alleged police action during students' protests.

Mr Birla urged all members to cooperate in the smooth conduct of
Question Hour. He said, Question Hour is an important part of the
proceedings, which provides every member an opportunity to raise issues.
The Speaker said that displaying placards or engaging in sloganeering in
the House is not appropriate in a democracy. Mr Birla said that Parliament
is meant for discussion, for raising questions, and for meaningful exchange
of ideas.

(BYTE - OM BIRLA)
As the pandemonium continued, the Lok Sabha was adjourned till 2

PM.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1440
PARAS::CR EPP 05.08.2026
LS VAISHNAW ONLINE

Union Minister of Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said that the Government is cognizant of the risks associated
with children's online activities, including exposure to harmful content,
cyberbullying, online exploitation and digital addiction. In a written reply to
a question in Lok Sabha today, Mr Vaishnaw said that the Government
keeps itself informed of global developments and evolving international
regulatory approaches relating to online safety, including measures
adopted by different jurisdictions for protection of children in the digital
environment. He said that the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023
(DPDP Act) has been enacted, which establishes the legal framework to
regulate the processing of digital personal data. The DPDP Act provides a
legal framework for safeguarding children’s privacy online. Mr Vaishnaw



said that the Ministry is implementing a project on Information Security
Education and Awareness for generating human resources in Information
Security and creating general awareness on various aspects of cyber
hygiene & cyber security among the masses.

<><>AKSHIT/1728

PARAS::CR EPP 05.08.2026
LS-VERMA-PRICE

The Government has said that it monitors the daily prices of 41 food
commodities submitted by the 579 price monitoring centres across the
country. In a written reply in Lok Sabha today, Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution B L Verma said that in the
wake of West Asia conflict, government has constituted seven empowered
groups to monitor and assess the impact of the West Asia situation and
take necessary remedial measures. The Minister informed that as per daily
price trends, the prices of essential food commodities like cereals and
pulses are stable despite the recent conflict in West Asia and disruptions in
global supply chains on the back of record food grains production of
3,765.63 lakh tonnes in 2025-26 and ample stock available with the
government. Mr. Verma also said that to protect the consumer from
inflation arising from the geopolitical conflicts affecting energy prices,
Department of Consumer Affairs has set up Control Room to monitor prices
and enforcement of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 and the
Prevention of Black Marketing and Maintenance of Supplies of Essential
Commaodities Act, 1980.
<><><>BISHAL 1552 HRS
PARAS EP-I 05-08-2026

INDIA MEDICAL DEVICE-CHEMICALS

The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, in collaboration with the
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) will host
the 9th edition of India Medical Device 2026 in New Delhi from the 7™ of
this month. Minister of State for Chemicals and Fertilisers Anupriya Patel
will inaugurate the conference on Friday. Union Minister for Chemicals and
Fertilizers Jagat Prakash Nadda will deliver the keynote address on the
second day on ‘Atmanirbhar MedTech: Accelerating India's Journey
towards Viksit Bharat'. The two-day flagship conference, themed ‘Towards
Viksit Bharat: Advancing India as a Global Hub for Quality Medical Devices,’



will bring together policymakers, industry leaders, healthcare professionals,
innovators, researchers, investors and other stakeholders to deliberate on
the future of India's rapidly expanding medical devices sector. It will
feature high-level plenary sessions, thematic discussions and industry
interactions on key priorities shaping the MedTech sector.

PRIYA/1819 HRS
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LS-PEMMASANI-PASSPORT

The Government said that the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), in
association with the Department of Posts (DoP), has decided to establish
Post Office Passport Seva Kendras (POPSKs) at Head Post Offices/ Post
Offices in each Lok Sabha constituency where no Passport Seva Kendra
(PSK) or POPSK existed. In a written reply in Lok Sabha today, Minister of
State for Communications and Rural Development Dr Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar said that out of 543 Lok Sabha constituencies, 515 are presently
covered by either a PSK (93) or a POPSK (456). The Minister informed that
operationalization of POPSKs in the remaining Lok Sabha constituencies is
dependent upon several factors like identification of suitable space,
completion of civil and electrical works, and technical enablement by the
Regional Passport Offices.
<><><>BISHAL/1632
BS EPI 5.8.26

INDIA-PAKISTAN

India today advised Pakistan to stop the bloodshed in Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir, PoJK take credible, verifiable, and
irreversible action against terror networks operating from its soil, and
immediately vacate all Indian territories under its illegal and forcible
occupation. In response to media queries regarding comments made by
Pakistan Foreign Minister on the so-called Youm-e-Istehsal, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said the world is not fooled by these
orchestrated spectacles. India has categorically rejected attempts by
Pakistan to observe the so-called Youm-e-Istehsal. Mr Jaiswal said the
Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh are, have always
been, and shall forever remain an integral and inalienable part of India. He



stressed that the constitutional changes made on 5th August, 2019, are
entirely an internal matter of India. These decisions have brought
unprecedented socio-economic development, good governance, and
democratic empowerment to the people of the region. The spokesperson
said Pakistan has no locus standi to comment on matters that are strictly
internal to India.

Mr Jaiswal said Pakistan's desperate attempts to peddle falsehoods
are intended solely to deflect international attention from its own dismal
human rights record and its status as the global epicenter of terrorism. He
added that the international community is currently witnessing the brutal
suppression of fundamental rights in PoJK. Recent weeks have seen
Pakistani security forces resort to lethal violence, targeted killings, and
draconian bans to silence peaceful civil rights protests led by the local
populace. The spokesperson pointed out that such state-sponsored
violence against unarmed civilians exposes the profound hypocrisy of the
Pakistani establishment.
<><><>SUPARNA/1655 HRS

PARAS EP-1I 05.08.2026
EVE. KOREA MASTERS BADMINTON

India enjoyed a mixed day at the Korea Masters Badminton
tournament in Asan, with seven women's singles players advancing to the
second round, while all six Indian men's singles shuttlers crashed out in the
opening round. In the women's singles, Anmol Kharb, Mansi Singh,
Rakshitha Ramraj, Ashmita Chaliha, Isharani Baruah, Tanvi Sharma and
Shriyanshi Valishetty progressed to the second round with impressive
victories.

Anmol Kharb defeated Hong Kong China's Lo Sin Yan 16-21, 21-17,
21-12, while Mansi Singh came from behind to beat Korea's Kim Joo Eun
14-21, 21-19, 21-9. Rakshitha Ramraj overcame Korea's A Yeon Yoo 22-24,
21-12, 21-13 and Ashmita Chaliha defeated Japan's Ririna Hiramoto 22-20,
21-18.

Isharani Baruah beat Korea's Lee So Hee 18-21, 21-15, 21-7, while
Tanvi Sharma defeated China's An Qi Yuan 21-16, 21-15. Shriyanshi
Valishetty also advanced after defeating Chinese Taipei's Yu Po Pai 21-15,
21-14. However, Aakarshi Kashyap bowed out after losing to Korea's Min Ji



Kim in the round of 32.

In the women's doubles, Sonali Singh and Ritika Thaker entered
the second round with a win over Korea's Ji Sun Bang and Hyun Ji Jang.

In the mixed doubles, sixth seeds Shruti Mishra and Ishaan
Bhatnagar defeated fellow Indians Sathwik Reddy Kanapuram and Radhika
Sharma to move into the next round.

In the men's singles, former world number one Kidambi Srikanth,
Mithun Manjunath, Kiran George, Rounak Chouhan, Saneeth Dayanand and
Tharun Mannepalli all suffered first-round defeats.

In the men's doubles, the unseeded Indian pair of Krishna Prasad
Garaga and Pruthvi Krishnamurthy Roy caused an upset by defeating sixth
seeds Chaloempon Charoenkitamorn and Worrapol Thongsa-Nga of
Thailand 21-16, 21-18 to reach the second round.

<><><>RR/NET/1800 Hrs



