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GOYAL JAPAN VISIT

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal will be on a four-day visit to
Japan from today till the 27th of this month travelling to Tokyo, Nagoya
and Osaka, leading India’s largest-ever business delegation to Japan. The
delegation comprises more than 200 business representatives and
spanning sectors ranging from manufacturing, semiconductors, clean
energy and steel to automotive, financial services, healthcare and start-
ups. The Commerce and Industry Ministry said that the visit reflects the



scale of ambition both nations bring to their Special Strategic and Global
Partnership, and comes at a time when India and Japan are looking to
significantly deepen trade and investment ties. In Tokyo, the Minister will
hold a series of meetings with the top leadership of major Japanese
conglomerates and industrial houses that have long been partners in
India’s growth, alongside a round-table with Keidanren (Japan Business
Federation), the apex body representing over 1,500 leading Japanese
companies. Mr Goyal will also hold bilateral talks with his counterpart,
Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry Akazawa Ryosei and call on
senior members of the Japanese Government and Parliament, besides
interacting with the Indian community in Japan. In Nagoya, the Minister
will lead a roadshow with Chukeiren (Central Japan Economic Federation)
and the Nagoya Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and engage with the
Aichi Prefecture leadership and major manufacturing investors in the
automotive and steel sectors. The visit will conclude in Osaka with an
Investors and Business Roadshow, along with meetings with leading
Japanese companies across electronics, industrial and consumer sectors,
aimed at showcasing opportunities across India’s manufacturing, clean
energy and consumer markets. The Ministry said that Mr Goyal's visit,
backed by an unprecedented business delegation of more than 200
representatives cutting across sectors, is expected to give fresh momentum
to bilateral trade and investment ties. It added that the visit will also open
new avenues of cooperation in high-technology manufacturing and next-
generation industries - sectors central to India’s vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Viksit Bharat at 2047.

EVE JAISHANKAR-RUSSIA VISIT: External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar has reached Moscow for a two-day visit to Russia. The Minister
will co-chair the 27th Session of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural
Cooperation with Russian First Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov.
During the visit, Dr Jaishankar will also meet Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and exchange perspectives on regional and global issues.



AMIT SHAH — NSSC: Union Home Minister Amit Shah will attend the Sth
National Security Strategies Conference in New Delhi today. The two-day
conference will be held in hybrid format, combining physical and virtual
modes. Over 850 officers from various security forces and police forces
from across the country will deliberate on various contemporary matters
and challenges to national security during the conference

SONOWAL- KALA FESTIVAL: Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has
emphasised the importance of art and culture in strengthening India’s
cultural identity and projecting the country’s rich heritage before the world.
Speaking at Kala-Tarangini: The Delhi Kala Festival 2026 at the National
School of Drama in New Delhi, Mr. Sonowal said artists from across the
country had gathered with devotion to present Mahapurush Srimanta
Sankardeva’s ‘Parijat Haran” Ankiya Nat. Mr. Sonowal expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to all the participating artists and said devotion gives
strength, peace, knowledge, tolerance, simplicity and positivity.
BYTE- SARBANANDA SONOWAL

He said Srimanta Sankardeva took several steps to bring cultural values to
society through art, culture, dance and music. Mr. Sonowal said the saint’s
contribution continues to inspire the country and has helped enrich India’s
cultural heritage. The Minister said India’s rich cultural traditions have
enabled the country to present itself before the world with dignity in the
21st century.

KAILASH MANSAROVAR YATRA CONCLUDES: The Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra through Sikkim's Nathu La route concluded today with 464 pilgrims
completing the pilgrimage in 10 batches. The yatra, which began on 20th
June, concluded with the return of the final batch of pilgrims to Gangtok.
The pilgrims visited Mount Kailash and Lake Manasarovar in the Tibet
Autonomous Region of China.



NT. KAZAKHSTAN ELECTION: Kazakhstan has concluded its first
election to the new unicameral Kurultai, with turnout reaching 74.19 per
cent, as vote counting begins following a major overhaul of the country’s
parliamentary system. All polling stations across the country have closed,
bringing to an end the first election to the Kurultai, the new parliament
created as part of Kazakhstan’s sweeping constitutional reform.

CRICKET - IND-SL: In Cricket, India will resume their first innings at the
overnight score of 300 for 5 against hosts Sri Lanka in the second and final
Test in Colombo today. Earlier, Dhruv Jurel and Saransh Jain remained
unbeaten when stumps were drawn yesterday evening. Devdutt Padikkal
continued his impressive form, scoring his second consecutive Test
century. He made 117 off 193 balls, while skipper Shubman Gill also scored
a half-century. For Sri Lanka, Asitha Fernando took three wickets. Earlier,
India won the toss and opted to bat. Madhya Pradesh all-rounder Saransh
Jain made his Test debut for India, while Kamil Mishara debuted for Sri
Lanka. India won the first Test by 165 runs and currently lead the two
match series 1-nil. Team India will look to win the second Test and
complete a series whitewash, while Sri Lanka will aim to level the series.
India needs to win this match also to move into fourth place in the race for
the 2025-27 World Test Championship final. Australia is at the top,
followed by South Africa and New Zealand.

HOCKEY WORLD CUP: In the FIH Hockey World Cup, the Indian
women's team crashed out after being held to a goalless draw by Australia
in their final second-round match at Amstelveen, The Netherlands last
night. The result sent Australia into the semifinals on the basis of more
goals scored. With the Netherlands having knocked China out with a 4-1
win earlier in the day, it was a straight shootout between India and
Australia for the semifinal spot. India needed a win, while Australia only
had to avoid defeat to progress, having scored more goals than their
opponents. The draw was enough for Australia to seal the final semifinal
spot, while India's semi-final hopes were dashed. The Netherlands and
Australia have advanced to the semi-finals and India finished third in Pool E
and will now contest the fifth-place playoff on Thursday at the Wagener



Hockey Stadium. Their opponents will be the third-placed team from Pool
F, which will be determined after today’s matches.

WOMEN’'S CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 2026-27: Indian football club East
Bengal entered the main draw of the AFC Women’s Champions League
2026-27 by beating Malaysia's Sabah Football Club 2-0 in their final Group
A preliminary-stage match in Kota Kinabalu, today. The win helped East
Bengal earn successive group stage qualification in the AWCL. East Bengal
now have both their men’s and women’s teams competing in the AFC
group stages in the same season. The men’s team, who won the Durand
Cup today, will compete in the AFC Champions League Two 2026-27 main
stage. East Bengal will now enter a separate draw in September, with
matches set to begin in November.The 12 teams in the main draw will be
divided into three groups of four for the AFC Women’s Champions League
2026-27 season.

ICMR- INFLUENZA: Indian Council of Medical Research, ICMR has
clarified that no new strain of HIN1 has been identified and there is no
cause for panic. The Influenza strains currently circulating are also well
matched with the vaccine strains recommended for the Northern
Hemisphere. According to senior scientists at the ICMR, these viruses have
been in circulation since the year 2025. According to ICMR, seasonal
influenza, including H1N1, is mostly self-limiting. Common symptoms
include fever, cough, headache and body ache, and most people recover
with appropriate care and rest. The medical body stated that young
children, elderly persons and individuals with underlying medical conditions
may be at greater risk of complications. If symptoms persist, worsen or
become severe, timely consultation with a doctor is advised. ICMR said that
the situation is being closely monitored through regular surveillance, and
necessary public health measures are being undertaken.

NSDC- AI AND SKILL TRAINING: The National Skill Development

Corporation (NSDC) and Cultus Education have announced the launch of a
nationwide cloud and Atrtificial Intelligence skilling initiative in collaboration



with Amazon Web Services (AWS). The programme aims to provide
foundational AI and cloud literacy to one lakh 50 thousand learners
through AWS digital training content and to offer intensive, job-ready
training to ten thousand participants through the AWS re/Start program.
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Minister Jayant Chaudhary said
the initiative reflects the vision of Viksit Bharat, where access to
opportunities is not determined by geography or background. He noted
that as India moves towards becoming a global hub for innovation,
technology and talent, it is essential that country’s youth in Tier 2 and Tier
3 towns also get the opportunity to equipped themselves with the skills
needed for the jobs of the future. The initiative will cover all States and
Union Territories, with special focus on youth in underserved communities.

NGT- NEW RULES- GANGA: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has

sought a response from the Centre over a petition challenging recent
changes to rules governing the protection of the Ganga river. A bench
headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Prakash Shrivastava, along with expert
member Afroz Ahmad, took note of the notification issued earlier this
month, allegedly removing the crucial no-construction zone along the river
and its tributaries. The green tribunal observed that the change was
alleged to be contrary to existing environmental rules, earlier judgments of
the NGT and constitutional courts, the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986,
and the original notification. It has been argued before NGT that the
amended notification removed the no-construction provision contained in
the original rules and that it wrongly defined active floodplain based on a
“one-in-five-year return period” which refers to a flood event that has a 20
percent probability of occurring in a year. The matter will be heard on the
coming 27th October.



