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NEELAM DP-I 21.08.2026
GOVT - PM AASHA
The government has taken several initiatives to ensure that the
benefits of the Minimum Support Price (MSP) reach all farmers, including
small and marginal farmers. One major initiative is the Pradhan Mantri
Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan (PM AASHA). The scheme was launched
in September 2018 to ensure remunerative prices for farmers while
maintaining price stability for consumers. Union Agriculture and Farmer
Welfare Ministry said that under the scheme, the budget allocation has
steadily increased over the years. In 2024-25, the actual expenditure under
the scheme was around five thousand 400 crore rupees, which has been
raised to over seven thousand crore rupees in 2026-27. The Ministry said,
this reflects the government's focus on ensuring income support for
farmers and strengthening price assurance mechanisms.
<><>DIPENDRA/1111

NEELAM DP II 21.08.2026
DAY HOCKEY- WORLD CUP

In Hockey, the Indian Women's team will take on the Netherlands in
their opening match of the second pool phase of the FIH World Cup in
Amstelveen, the Netherlands today. The match is scheduled to begin at
9:30 PM Indian Standard Time. Under the new format, the top two teams
from Pool E will qualify for the semifinals.

Earlier, India advanced to the second round after playing out a
goalless draw against England in their final Pool D match at Amstelveen
yesterday. Both teams created chances but failed to score, while India’s
defence remained resolute throughout the match. The draw secured a
crucial second-place finish in Pool D for the Salima Tete-led side. <><>
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SHUKLA::DIVYA MP-I
21.08.2028
AMIT SHAH - VANDE MATRAM

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has criticised the Congress Working
Committee's decision to sing only two stanzas of 'Vande Mataram', instead
of the full rendition. Talking to the media, Mr Shah said that the decision
amounts to an open defiance of the law enacted by Parliament and is anti-
national. Mr Shah claimed that in 1937, the Congress had divided 'Vande
Mataram' into two parts for the sake of appeasement. He said that on the
150th anniversary of 'Vande Mataram', the Central Government corrected
this historic mistake and gave the full song legal recognition. Mr Shah
alleged that under the leadership of Rahul Gandhi, the Congress is once
again following the path of appeasement for vote-bank politics.

BYTE-AMIT SHAH
<><>CB/SAKLEN/0725

SHUKLA::DIVYA MP-I

21.08.2028
AMIT SHAH - WB VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah arrived in Bagdogra yesterday
evening on a three-day visit to West Bengal. He was received at Bagdogra
Airport by Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, Darjeeling MP Raju Bista, and
Tourism Minister Shankar Ghosh among others. More from our
correspondent:

(V/C-SANDIPON DASGUPTA)
"Union Home Minister will take part in a series of

programmes in Siliquri today. He will lay the foundation stones for
several projects at the headquarters of the Sashastra Seema Bal,
or SSB. He is also scheduled to attend two meetings on the

Siliguri Corridor, popularly known as the 'Chicken’s Neck".
In the afternoon, the Union Home Minister will inaugurate an




exhibition on the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, or BNS at Kawakhali

ground. Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari and other state ministers
will accompany him. The exhibition will focus on creating

awareness about the new criminal law and continue till 26th of
this month.

Mr Shah is also scheduled to meet party leaders and workers
this evening. Two review meetings on issues concerning the hills
and internal security is scheduled for tomorrow.Sandipon

Dasgupta RNU Kolkata. "
SANDIPON DASGUPTA, KOLKATA, MAIL/0722

NEELAM DP-I 21.08.2026
DAY BRICS-COMM MINISTERS MEET

12™ BRICS Communications Ministers Meeting chaired by Union
Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia is underway in Pune. It
brings together Communications Ministers and senior representatives from
BRICS member countries to deliberate on strengthening cooperation in
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), digital
transformation, innovation and resilient digital infrastructure. The theme of
the meeting is Innovate, Cooperate and Transform (ICT) for a Resilient
Future.

The event provides a platform for BRICS member countries to
exchange views on emerging technologies, digital public infrastructure,
future networks, cybersecurity, capacity building and inclusive digital
connectivity. The deliberations will also focus on advancing practical
cooperation and sharing best practices to support digital transformation
across BRICS countries and the wider Global South.

NEELAM/1141

NEELAM DP II 21.08.2026
IMRAN KHAN - HOSPITAL

Pakistan's former Prime Minister Imran Khan was shifted back to
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi this morning, after undergoing a medical



examination at a private hospital in Islamabad. Khan was moved to Shifa
International Hospital after midnight in compliance with the Supreme
Court's order on August 18 directing that he be transferred there within
two days, after a medical report submitted before it said he was suffering
from "level three plus" anxiety.

In a social media post, Information Minister Attaullah Tarar confirmed
that the former premier had been taken back to Adiala Jail after being
examined at the hospital. Earlier, Khan's international media spokesperson
Zulfi Bukhari had confirmed that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder had been shifted from Adiala Jail to Shifa International Hospital
following the Supreme Court order. Khan had been lodged in Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, he was arrested on August 5, 2023, on multiple charges,
including corruption, and has remained in custody since then. <><>
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SHUKLA::DIVYA MP-1

21.08.2028
BRICS TOURISM MINISTERS MEETING

The BRICS Tourism Ministers’ Meeting will begin in Jaipur today
under India’s BRICS Chairship 2026. Tourism Ministers and senior officials
from BRICS member countries will participate in the two-day meeting,
which will focus on strengthening cooperation in the tourism sector. Key
areas of discussion will include sustainable and responsible tourism, skill
development, seamless travel, and the use of technology and Artificial
Intelligence in tourism. The meeting follows the BRICS Tourism
Working Group meeting held in Jaipur on the 19th and 20th of August. The
ministerial meeting is expected to further strengthen tourism cooperation
among BRICS countries and promote greater tourist movement and
people-to-people exchanges.

DR JITENDRA DWIVEDI, JAIPUR, MAIL/0729

SHUKLA MP-I 21.08.2026
IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
colour warning for very heavy rainfall over Madhya Pradesh for today. The



IMD forecast heavy rainfall conditions over Uttarakhand, Western Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Odisha, Sub Himalayan West
Bengal and parts of North East India for the day. The Met Department
predicted thunderstorm accompanied by lightning and gusty winds over
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
and Andaman and Nicobar Islands till tomorrow.

In Delhi, IMD has forecast a generally cloudy sky with a spell of light
rainfall today.

SAKLEN/0700

PM - JAPAN DEFENCE MINISTER

Japan’s Defence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, who is on an official visit
to India, called on Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday. During their
meeting, Mr Modi shared his vision for further strengthening the Special
Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan and highlighted
the importance of India-Japan defence and security cooperation in
furthering peace, stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.
The Prime Minister outlined opportunities for Japan to partner with Indian
companies and start-ups in the defence sector, particularly for co-
development and co-production under the aegis of ‘Make in India.” Defence
Minister Koizumi briefed Mr Modi about the progress in bilateral defence
cooperation and reaffirmed the Government of Japan’s continued
commitment towards deepening ties with India.

Prime Minister Modi also recalled his detailed discussions with
Japanese counterpart Sanae Takaichi during her visit to India for the 16th
India-Japan Annual Summit in July this year. Mr Modi also appreciated the
steady momentum in defence collaboration between India and Japan.

Sharing a social media post, Mr Modi said that they had an excellent
conversation on deepening defence and security ties between India and
Japan. The Prime Minister noted that the Special Strategic and Global
Partnership between the two nations is an important anchor for peace,
stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.



PM-SECRETARIES MEETING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the third high-level meeting
with Secretaries to the Government of India at his residence yesterday and
discussed the future action agenda of Ministries and Departments dealing
with Infrastructure and Connectivity, Security, External Affairs, and
Governance. He urged Secretaries to think with a long-term perspective on
how the country’s future should be shaped. Calling for greater
interoperability and effective use of data, Mr Modi noted that data is a
national asset and a resource for the future. The Prime Minister added that
silos are not merely an organizational problem but also a problem of
mindset. He further urged officials to work with a spirit of belongingness.
Highlighting the importance of informal interaction and building team spirit
among officers, Mr Modi called for greater engagement between
government departments, universities and young people to bring fresh
perspectives in policymaking. He also emphasized the need to further
strengthen the country’s defence industry and make it more competitive at
global level. Citing examples of experiences of the COVID-19 pandemic and
the West Asia crisis, he said that such coordination mechanisms should
become a natural part of the government’s work culture. Mr Modi also
called for effective use of Artificial Intelligence while ensuring human
intervention and for exploring innovative ways of combining the capabilities
of Al with human expertise. Prime Minister concluded by reiterating the
need for a whole-of-government approach, greater coordination, innovative
thinking and collective ownership to address complex challenges and shape
India’s future with a long-term perspective.

During the meeting, the Secretaries shared their experiences on
sectoral priorities, emerging challenges and implementation issues. Cabinet
Secretary, Secretaries of key Ministries and Departments, and senior
officials from the Prime Minister’s Office attended the meeting



