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SHUKLA MP-1 19.08.2026
GOVT- PNG SCHEME

The Government has approved the an Incentive Scheme for
Promotion of Domestic PNG Connections, aimed at bringing clean, safe and
affordable piped cooking gas to households across the country. The



scheme will be effective from 1% of next month. The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas said that the scheme is designed to fast-track the
expansion of active PNG connections ensuring that more families can start
using piped natural gas in their kitchens at the earliest. Currently, there are
1.74 crore Domestic PNG connections across the country. The Ministry
added the new Scheme directly incentivises the City Gas Distribution (CGD)
companies to actively convert unbilled connections into working gas
connections, and expand the PNG network to new areas. It said that Piped
Natural Gas offers households a safer, cleaner and more convenient
alternative to LPG cylinders and traditional cooking fuels

The Scheme will be implemented over two Tranches spanning six
months. The additional gas allocation will substitute the costlier Liquefied
Natural Gas that CGD entities currently procure for their Compressed
Natural Gas (Transport) segment which will lower their overall gas-sourcing
costs. Under the Scheme, eligible CGD entities will be allocated an
additional 200 Standard Cubic Meter of domestically-produced, lower-
priced gas for every incremental billed Domestic PNG connection achieved
during the performance period.

CB/SHIVANG/ANAND/0408

SHUKLA MP-II

19.08.2026
BADMINTON WC

In Badminton, Indian shuttlers registered comprehensive wins at the
BWF World Championships in New Delhi yesterday. Men’s singles ace
Lakshya Sen defeated Austria’s Collin’s Filimon in the first round while the
Indian duo of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand continued their winning
run to enter the pre-quarterfinals. We have a report:

CB/VISHNU/BHANU/0512

SANJIO EP-1 18-08-2026
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast very heavy
rainfall conditions tomorrow in places over East and West Uttar Pradesh,



East Madhya Pradesh, and Uttarakhand. Parts of North-east India, Delhi,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Coastal Karnataka, Himachal
Pradesh, harkhand, Kerala and Mahe, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal, and
Sikkim are also likely to receive moderate to heavy rainfall tomorrow. The
Weather Department also predicted thunderstorms and lightning tomorrow
over North Interior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal.
Similar weather conditions are also expected over Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Coastal Karnataka, East Rajasthan, Jammu-Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh,
South Interior Karnataka, Telangana and West Bengal and Sikkim.

<<<>>> PRIYA/2032

SHUKLA MP-1 19.08.2026
AMIT SHAH - TN VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will arrive in Chennai this evening on
a two-day visit to Tamil Nadu. He will attend the South India Chief
Ministers Conference at Kovalam near Chennai tomorrow. Chief Ministers of
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Telengana and Puducherry will attend
the conference.

CB/Joy/Chennai/MAIL/0432

SHUKLA MP-1
19.08.2026

GOYAL- JAPAN

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has highlighted the
growing depth and strategic importance of the India-Japan partnership and
invited Japanese businesses to deepen their investments and partnerships
in India. Addressing a Japanese delegation in New Delhi, Mr Goyal said
that India and Japan share a close and enduring partnership rooted in
common aspirations for peace, progress and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific.
He noted that the presence of the delegation from Yamanashi Prefecture
reflects the growing reach of the bilateral partnership into India’s States
and regions. Mr Goyal said that India-Japan bilateral trade has reached
27.5 billion dollars in Financial Year 2025-26, while Japan is now India’s



fifth-largest source of Foreign Direct Investment. The Minister noted that
the growing India-Japan partnership is already visible on the ground, citing
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail project, Japanese-assisted metro
systems in Delhi, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru and Chennai and 11 Japanese
industrial townships across eight States.

CB/SHIVANG/PRIYA/0427

SHUKLA MP-1 19.08.2026
FINANCE - RRBs
Ministry of Finance has said that Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) have
recorded strong growth in credit delivery during the financial year 2025-26.
The Ministry said, the performance of RRBs under the Reserve Bank of
India's Priority Sector Lending framework remained strong during the year.
However, the gross loans outstanding of RRBs increased by 10.3 percent
from nearly 5 lakh 24 thousand crore rupees in financial year 2024- 25 to
over 5 lakh 78 thousand crore rupees in 2025-26. The Ministry said that
agriculture and allied activities remained the largest component of the RRB
credit portfolio, with outstanding credit of 3.78 lakh crore rupees
constituting 77 percent of the total Priority Sector Lending. Credit to the
MSME sector stood at around 67 thousand crore rupees, reaffirming the
pivotal role of RRBs in supporting rural entrepreneurship and employment
generation. The Ministry said, the financial performance of RRBs during the
year 2025-26 highlights sustained expansion in rural credit, strong
alignment with national development priorities and continued support to
farmers, micro-enterprises and other underserved segments.

CB 0414

RAJ-LAKHPATI DIDIS

Union minister for Agriculture, Farmers’ Welfare and Rural
Development said the Prime Minister’s vision of making three crore
Lakhpati Didis in the country has been fulfilled, and the government now
aims to made another three crore Lakhpati Didis. Mr. Chouhan was
addressing a programme in Baran, Rajasthan, today after inaugurating and
laying the foundation stones for development projects worth 1,258 crore.

He said %13,461 crore has so far been provided to women to support
self-employment. In Rajasthan, women’s empowerment is being promoted



through Rajeevika, under which 32 lakh Lakhpati Didis will be created.

The Union Minister said several changes have been introduced in the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin to ensure that poor families can have
their own homes. Under the revised provisions, women who own two-
wheelers and those earning 15,000 will also be eligible for housing
assistance. Farmers owning up to five acres of unirrigated land or 2.5 acres
of irrigated land will also be eligible for financial assistance to construct
houses.

AADHAR UPDATE - CHILDREN

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has achieved a
major milestone in its nationwide mission-mode drive for Mandatory
Biometric Updates, completing more than two crore biometric updates for
school children across the country. The special drive, initiated in September
last year, has now covered over one lakh 56 thousand schools, enabling
school children to complete their Aadhaar biometric. Electronics and IT
Ministry said that this has helped Mandatory Biometric Updates service to
reach children directly at their schools, making the process more accessible
and convenient for crores of students.

Aadhaar enrolment for children below five vyears captures
demographic information and photograph, while fingerprints and iris
biometrics are not captured at that age as these biometrics are still
developing. Mandatory Biometric Updates helps ensure that the child’s
Aadhaar continues to have updated biometric information. The Biometric
updates are required when a child attains the age of 5 years and again at
15 years. To encourage timely completion and make the service more
accessible, UIDAI had waived the charges for children in the 7 to 15 years
age group from 1st October 2025, for a period of one year. The Ministry
said that lack of Biometric Updates in Aadhaar may lead to difficulties while
carrying out authentication for receiving benefits under various
Government schemes, registering in competitive and university
examinations.

MoRTH- COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Government has proposed a five-year extension in the permissible
age of battery-operated, hydrogen fuel-based and natural gas-driven



commercial vehicles covered under the national permit system. The
proposal is part of draft amendments to the Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
1989 issued by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways to simplify
national permit procedures and promote greater use of digital processes.
The Ministry issued a draft notification on 10th august in this regard. The
draft includes provisions for longer-duration national permit authorisations,
revised temporary registration rules and greater use of the VAHAN portal.
It also includes additional disclosure requirements in forms and inclusion of
certain automotive component manufacturers within the trade certificate
framework. The draft also proposes allowing national permit holders to
obtain authorisation for up to five years instead of renewing it every year.
While the annual fee would remain 16 thousand 500 rupees, the five-year
authorisation would cost 82 thousand 500 rupees. The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways has invited objections and suggestions for 30 days
from the notification’s public release.

REV BRICS - ENVIRONMENT MEETING

The 12th BRICS Environment Ministers’ Meeting was held at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi. The meeting served as a platform for Ministers,
Senior Officers, policymakers, and experts from the Member Countries to
engage in substantive discussions, foster consensus and strengthen
environmental cooperation. Union Minister for Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav presided the meeting. The theme of
India’s BRICS Chairship 2026 is Building for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability. Addressing the meeting, Mr Yadav
reaffirmed the importance of aligning policy, technology and public
participation towards building a sustainable planet following a humanity
first approach. He said, India has reduced the pollution emission intensity
by more than 37 percent between 2005 and 2022. The Minister highlighted
that more than half of India’s total power capacity now comes from clean
sources. Mr Yadav said that, as Chair, India remains committed to fostering
an open, constructive, and consensus-based dialogue and it greatly values
the perspectives and contributions of all member countries.

(Byte - Bhupender Yadav)



