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FCRA-RIJIJU: Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju accused
opposition parties of spreading misinformation on Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill for vote bank politics. In an interview to a
private news agency, he said the bill will bring transparency to foreign
funding flows and now the truth will come out. He said sending the bill to a
Joint Parliamentary Committee is an excellent decision. He alleged that the
opposition spread a lot of lies. He added that engaging in politics by
spreading such falsehoods is absolutely wrong.

BYTE- KIREN RIJIJU

Jharkhand government has cancelled JSSC-CGL examination after 24-day
students’ protest in the state. It has also cancelled all other recruitment
exams conducted by private agency TDPL. The announcement triggered
celebrations at the protest site in Ranchi, though the demand for a CBI
probe remains unresolved. The Jharkhand government has decided to
cancel the JSSC-CGL examination and all competitive examinations
conducted by the TDPL agency, besides announcing a probe into
recruitment examinations conducted by JPSC and ]SSC since 2014. The
decision was taken at a special Cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minister
Hemant Soren and was welcomed by protesting students at Jaipal Singh
Munda Stadium, who celebrated by distributing sweets and applying gulal.
Meanwhile, Minister Deepika Pandey Singh and Health Minister Irfan
Ansari, along with MLA Jairam Kumar, visited Sadar Hospital and ended the
hunger strike of Devendra Nath Mahato and other protesting students by
offering them juice. Mahato, thanked the government and said the decision



addressed major demands, with the JPSC-JSSC Nyay Manch announcing
that it was suspending its agitation for now.

REV. ED-KPSC: The Enforcement Directorate, ED, has conducted
searches at several locations in Karnataka, linked to alleged Karnataka
Public Service Commission, KPSC paper leak scam. Former Chairman of
KPSC Shivashankarappa S Sahukar is accused of examination paper leaks,
tampering with OMR sheets and demanding bribes ranging from 70 to 80
lakhs per candidate to recruit Government Veterinary Officers. It is also
alleged that a private company acted as a middlemen. In this background
ED conducted searches in the residence of Shivashankarappa and a few
former members of KPSC and offices linked to private company. The
investigation is related to irregularities and possible involvement of people
connected with the corrupt recruitment process.

BRICS - ENVIRONMENT MEETING: The 12th BRICS Environment
Ministers’ Meeting is underway at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. The
meeting serves as a platform for Ministers, Senior Officers, policymakers,
and experts from the Member Countries to engage in substantive
discussions, foster consensus and strengthen environmental cooperation.
Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender
Yadav is presiding over the meeting. The theme of India’s BRICS Chairship
2026 is Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.

Indian Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth has been conferred the rank of
Honorary General of Nepal Army by President Ramchandra Paudel during
an investiture ceremony at Sheetal Niwas in Kathmandu yesterday. Nepal
Vice President Ram Sahaya Prasad Yadav, Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal,
India’s Ambassador to Nepal Naveen Srivastava and high officials of Nepal
Army and the Nepal government were present during the ceremony.

TRUMP-ECI: US President Donald Trump has Praised India’s voter ID card
system and hailed it as a model for stricter US election rules. He cited
India’s electoral system as an example of election security while renewing
his call for stricter voter identification requirements in the United States. In



a social media post, Mr. Trump referred to a recent conversation with
India’s Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar. He said Mr. Kumar
had questioned how elections could be held in the United States without a
mandatory valid photo identity document. Mr. Trump used the remarks to
reiterate his demand that the US Congress pass the Safeguard American
Voter Eligibility-SAVE America Act. The proposed legislation seeks to
introduce stricter requirements for voting in federal elections. It would
require voters to provide documentary proof of US citizenship as well as
valid government-issued photo identification while registering for federal
elections. The White House has described the legislation as a measure to
ensure that only US citizens participate in American elections. The US
administration has also compared its electoral procedures with those
followed in countries such as India and Brazil. It said India and Brazil link
voter identification with biometric databases, while the United States
largely relies on self-attestation for citizenship. Mr. Trump also highlighted
the scale of India’s general elections, saying around 642 million people
voted in the country’s most recent general election. He noted that India
requires voters to produce valid photo identification, while voting by mail
accounts for less than one per cent of the electorate. The SAVE America
Act was introduced in the US Congress on January 29. It includes
provisions for documentary proof of citizenship for federal voter
registration, photo identification at polling stations and tighter restrictions
on absentee voting.

IMD — WEATHER: India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a
red colour warning for very heavy rainfall to extremely heavy rainfall in
Jharkhand today. Weather Agency forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall in
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, East Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and
West Uttar Pradesh today. According to IMD, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana, Delhi, East Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal, Sikkim, North Eastern States, Karaikal, Puducherry, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Mahe will experience heavy rainfall till Thursday. Met
Department also predicted thunderstorms accompanied with lightning and
gusty winds over Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands for next two to three days. IMD has advised
fishermen to not venture into Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal till today.



REV. DAY. BWF WC DAY-2: In the BWF Badminton World
Championships, ace shuttler, India’s Lakshya Sen will face Austria’s Collins
Filimon in the men’s singles first round at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium
in New Delhi, this evening. While Debutant Unnati Hooda will take on
Myanmar’s Thet Htar Thuzar in the women’s singles first round. In Mixed
Doubles first round, India’s Rohan Kapoor and Ruthvika Shivani Gadde
faced a defeat against the Canadian pair of Jonathan Lai and Crystal Lai.
After winning the first game by 22-20, the Indian duo lost the next two
games by 19-21, 17-21. Meanwhile, Ashith Surya and Amrutha Pramuthesh
will take on Turkey’s Emre Sonmez and Yasemen Bektas in another mixed
doubles event. In the second round of women’s doubles, the Indian pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand will face the United States’ Lauren Lam
and Allison Lee. India’s Kavipriya Selvam and Simran Singhi will take on
Bulgaria’s Stefani Stoeva and Gabriela Stoeva.

SC- ELECTION BLACK MONEY: The Supreme Court has directed
authorities to ensure timely investigation and conclusion of criminal cases
involving suspected black money seized during elections. A bench of
Justices Sanjay Karol and N K Singh said black money in the electoral
process can compromise democracy, the rule of law and the electoral
process itself. The court directed that election-related seizures of cash or
assets must be reported to the District Magistrate, Additional District
Magistrate or competent court within 24 hours, along with reasons linking
the seizure to a suspected electoral offence. It said, the investigating
officer must make every effort to complete the probe within one year and
any delay must be recorded and reported to the Election Commission. The
court also directed quarterly status reports on such investigations and said
cash seizures of more than 10 lakh rupees by Static Surveillance Teams
must be reported to income tax authorities. The directions came as the
Apex court was hearing a Karnataka government plea related to large-scale
black money seizures during the 2014 Lok Sabha elections in Bellary.



KHARIF CROPS- AUGUST DATA: The Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare has informed that the progress of area coverage under
Kharif Crops has recorded more than one thousand lakh hectare area as of
14th of this month. It added that the rice has been grown over more than
379 lakh hectare area, while Oilseeds was sown over more than 184 lakh
hectare area. According to the Ministry, Shri Anna cum Coarse cereals were
cultivated in over 172 lakh hectare area. It added that more than 107 lakh
hectare area was covered with Cotton.



