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NSD
SWATI::RZ EP-I 16.08.2026
EVE. VP-TAMIL NADU
Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan has called upon graduating
students to use their knowledge, skills and innovation for nation-building,
guided by the principle of ‘Nation First'. Addressing the 22nd Convocation
of S.R.M. Institute of Science and Technology at Kattankulathur near
Chennai, the Vice President said India’s youth have a vital role to play in
the country’s journey towards Viksit Bharat by 2047. Recalling India’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Mr. Radhakrishnan said India
supplied vaccines to more than 100 countries, demonstrating its
commitment to global welfare and humanity. He highlighted the country’s
expansion in higher education since 2014 and noted the growing
participation of women in higher education. He also emphasised the
importance of emerging fields such as Artificial Intelligence, quantum



technologies, semiconductors, robotics and biotechnology.The Vice
President said research achieves its highest purpose when it serves society.
He emphasised that research is truly valuable when it produces meaningful
results, creates a positive impact on society and translates into practical
benefits for people. ~ Mr Radhakrishnan urged the students to stay away
from drugs and substance abuse and choose discipline, purpose and
excellence. He called upon them to uphold constitutional values, respect
diversity and contribute to the nation’s progress, security and prosperity.
He urged them to carry forward the Indian values of Gyaan, Kartavya,
Karuna and Seva — knowledge, duty, compassion and service.
<><><><>JOY/ CHENNAI/MAIL/1755

SWATI::RZ EP-1 16.08.2026
FUR REV EVE. AMIT SHAH-RAJASTHAN VISIT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that empowering the youth,
poor, women and farmers is essential to achieving the goal of making India
a fully developed nation by 2047. He said the Narendra Modi government is
giving special attention to the welfare and development of these sections.
Mr. Shah was addressing a programme in Alwar, Rajasthan, today after
laying the foundation stones for and inaugurating development projects
worth over six thousand four hundred crore rupees across 17 districts of
the state. He said the government has launched several initiatives for the
welfare of farmers. He noted that from 2014 to 2026, the Modi government
had introduced major schemes for farmers and continuously increased the
Minimum Support Price.

S/B - AMIT SHAH

Mr. Shah also highlighted the potential of the dairy sector to
transform the rural economy. He said efforts would be made to ensure that
high-yielding breeds of cows and buffaloes reach households across
Rajasthan.

On the occasion, the Union Home Minister also transferred funds
under the Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme directly into farmers’ bank
accounts.
<><><>JITENDRA DWIVEDI/ JAIPUR/ MAIL/1932

SJ MP-1 17.08.2026
NTA - UGC NET RETEST



The National Testing Agency NTA has announced re-test for three
papers of the UGC-NET examination, English, Commerce and Sociology
following complaints about several errors in these papers. NTA said, the
English paper will be held on 9th September from 9 am to 12 noon in Shift
1, while the Commerce paper will be conducted the same day from 3 pm to
6 pm in Shift 2. The Sociology paper will be held on 10th September from
9 am to 12 noon in Shift 1. The NTA had conducted the UGC-NET June
2026 examination from 22nd to 30th June across 87 subjects for the award
of Junior Research Fellowship, eligibility for assistant professor, and
admission to PhD programmes. NTA had formed a committee to enquire
into and look into these errors. The Committee recommended that, in the
interest of holding a fair and error-free examination, these three papers
should be re-conducted.
<><>CB/ANUPAM/0439/HRS

LADAKH CENSUS

Self-enumeration for Census 2027 will begin today in Ladakh and identified
snowbound areas of Jammu and Kashmir, and continue till August 31.
Director Census Operations for Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, Amit
Sharma, said the exercise will allow residents to digitally provide their
details ahead of the door-to-door Population Enumeration scheduled from
September 1 to 30. He said the population enumeration would cover
around 40 questions relating to demographic details, fertility, occupation
and other aspects, with caste also being included this time. He added that
residents in identified snowbound areas across 16 districts of Jammu and
Kashmir and people across Ladakh have been urged to complete the self-
enumeration within the stipulated period. Mr Sharma said the reference
date for Ladakh has already been notified as October 1, 2026, at midnight,
while for the rest of the country, including the plains and remaining areas
of Jammu and Kashmir, it is expected to be March 1, 2027, subject to
notification. He said special establishments in Ladakh, including the
military, ITBP and Air Force, will also be covered during the second phase
of the Census.

JEETENDRA::RZ NP-I 16.08.2026
KARNATAKA-AA] SAVERE (FOR 17.08. 2026 MORN)

Union Minister H D Kumaraswamy has written to Karnataka Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar to take over the NICE toll road project from the



private developer. The statement comes after Karnataka High Court last
month made observations on the alleged irregularities in the Bengaluru-
Mysuru Infrastructure Corridor project to be executed by the NICE
company. He has urged upon the state government to immediately stop
the unauthorised toll collection and take over the NICE road project
through appropriate legislation. In his seven page letter, the Union Minister
has pointed out that NICE has violated Framework Agreement and Project
Technical Agreement. Quoting the court proceedings, Kumaraswamy said
that the company has yet to pay compensation to the farmers whose land
was acquired in 2003 and 2009. This he observed has caused severe
hardship to the affected families, leaving many without land, livelihood or
adequate means to support their families.

<><><><>

SUDHINDRA/ BENGALURU/ MAIL/ 2146HRS

JEETENDRA:AK NP-I 16-08-2026
VAISHNAW- WATER INSPECTION

Following the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) report
on drinking water quality, Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today
conducted a day-long review of drinking water quality across the railway
network. He also directed officials to take immediate corrective measures
to ensure safe and clean drinking water for passengers. As part of the
measures, a new Tank-to-Tap water filtration and monitoring system will
be installed at nearly 20 thousand locations, including water coolers and a
comprehensive water filtration and monitoring system will be installed at
approximately 20 thousand points across the railway network along with
the replacement of water tanks. The Minister stressed the need for strict
compliance with regular water quality testing at both source and outlet
points. He also called for centralized monitoring, clear accountability, and
regular cleaning and maintenance of water storage tanks. The Ministry said
safe drinking water is a top priority and will be monitored directly at the
Board level. It added that progress and water quality reports will be
published periodically to ensure transparency. The Ministry said the
initiative is part of a larger drive to address all CAG observations and
improve the overall travel experience.



<><>ARZOO/ANUPAM/2149HRS

SWATI::RZ EP-I1 16.08.2026
EVE. JHARKHAND-PROTEST

In Jharkhand, students protesting against irregularities in state's
recruitment examinations today burnt effigies of Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and RID leader Tejashwi Yadav in
Ranchi. Students raised slogans against the state government and
reiterated their demand for the cancellation of JPSC and J]SSC
examinations, alleging irregularities in the recruitment process.

The protesters have also announced plans to gherao the Chief
Minister’s residence on 20th of this month.

Meanwhile, the state government made another attempt to resolve
the issue through dialogue and invited the protesting students for talks
tomorrow at 2 PM. <><><>

MAHVISH RAHMAN/RANCHI/MAIL/2025
SJ::SUMIT MP-1 17.08.2026

AI HOSPITAL OPENS

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy will inaugurate Dr. Marri Chenna Reddy
TIMS, Telangana's new super-specialty hospital in Sanathnagar today. Built
to bring corporate-level healthcare to common people, it is the largest
super-specialty hospital built in a single phase in the government sector,
spread over 22.6 acres.

The hospital has 1,082 beds, including 300 ICU beds, 31 major and 6
minor operation theatres, and advanced diagnostic labs. It is India's first
government hospital to install an Al-based pneumatic tube system, which
moves blood samples and medical reports between wards, labs, and
pharmacy in just one to two minutes.

TIMS is designated a Centre of Excellence in six areas.. organ
transplants, cardiac sciences, oncology, neurosciences, nephrology, and
trauma care. It has advanced imaging equipment. The hospital achieved
IGBC Gold rating for saving 75 percent water through sustainable design.

Ahead of the inauguration, Health Minister Damodar Rajanarsimha
reviewed arrangements on Sunday with officials from Health, Police,



GHMC, Traffic, and Water Board departments, directing them to ensure
smooth entry, parking, security, sanitation, and water and power supply for
the event.

SAPTHAGIRI,HYDERABAD,MAIL/0552

SJ MP-1 17.08.2026
NATIONAL ANUBHAV AWARDS 2026

Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Dr
Jitendra Singh will confer the National Anubhav Awards, 2026 today in New
Delhi. The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions said, the
event will also feature the release of the Handbook on Pension Mitra, and
Guidelines for the Nation-wide Digital Life Certificate (DLC) Campaign-Five.
It also said that a Bank Exhibition will also be organised as part of the
programme, where 17 Pension Disbursing Banks will showcase their
products and services designed for the retiring employees.

For the National Anubhav Awards Scheme, 2026, the 15 selected
awardees have contributed to the Nation-building and have been part of
various ambitious projects of Government like, Passport Seva Kendra,
repealing of old rules and formulation of new rules, suiting the current
scenario, Technological adaptation in the administration and accounting,
Energy conservation etc. The ‘Anubhav’ platform provides a forum for
retiring/retired employees of Central Government employees, 12 Public
Sector Banks and Central Public Sector Enterprises to share their
experiences of working in the Government.
<><><>CB/NITIKA/ANUPAM/0446/ HRS

S) MP-II 17.08.2026
NT. TEST CRICKET

In Men's Cricket, India will resume their first innings at 460 for 9 on
Day 3 of the first Test match of the series the Galle International Stadium
in Sri Lanka today. Prasidha Krishna and Kuldeep Yadav were on the crease
at the draw of stumps last evening. Devdutt Padikkal hit his maiden Test
century, scoring 167 runs. KL Rahul scored 82 runs and Dhruv Jurel
contributed 51 runs. For Sri Lanka Prabath Jayasuriya clinched four wicket,
while Keshara Nuwantha took three wicket. Earlier in the day, the first two
sessions were washed out due to a wet outfield caused by heavy rain,
leaving India on their overnight score of 288 for 2 at lunch. On the



previous day, India had won the toss and elected to bat first. The second
and final Test of the series will begin on 23rd August in Colombo.

CB/NET/0443/HRS



