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11.8.26

GOYAL - GeM

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) reflects the procurement of the right
product of the right quality, at the right price, at the right time. The
Minister said this while speaking at the 10" Foundation Day of GeM in New
Delhi yesterday. Mr Goyal recalled that prior to the introduction of GeM,
public money was being misused, procurement was non-transparent and
lacked good governance. He underlined that today, procurement is being
carried out through a public procurement e-commerce platform, where
transparency, competitiveness and strong standards are being maintained
before registration. Mr Goyal said that GeM is an effort to digitise public
procurement, and replace opacity with transparency. The Minister noted
that with the introduction of GeM portal in the last ten years, cross-
merchandise value has grown to over five lakh crore rupees per year over
the last two years, from over four hundred crore rupees in the year 2016-
17.

Mr Goyal said that cumulatively, GeM has helped in the procurement
of over twenty lakh crore rupees worth of goods and services through the
portal through over three crore orders. He underlined that procurement
worth ten lakh crore rupees took place in the first eight years, and the next
ten lakh crore rupees was covered in only two years. The Minister
mentioned that over 2.25 lakh women-led enterprises have won orders
worth nearly one lakh crore rupees through the portal. He added, over 42
thousand start-ups have carried out business with government enterprises
of almost 66 thousand crore rupees. Mr Goyal informed that GeM is being
revamped, and a new user-friendly Al-enabled portal will be launched
soon.

The Minister today launched a dedicated nationwide five-digit short
code 14550 for its Helpdesk for buyers, sellers and other stakeholders to
access support and identify official GeM communications.
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SHIVRAJ CHOUHAN-ICAR

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
released scholarship and fellowship funds for agriculture students across
the country through the National Scholarship Portal (NSP) in New Delhi.
Under the initiative, more than six thousand students received a total of
more than 21 crore rupees directly through the Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) mechanism. With the new initiative, agriculture students will now
receive their scholarships every month directly through DBT, ensuring
timely and hassle-free financial assistance. Addressing the gathering, Mr
Chouhan said that scholarships are not merely a form of financial
assistance but an important means of strengthening agricultural education
and connecting it with practical learning and greater opportunities. He said
the DBT mechanism will ensure that students receive financial support on
time and help eliminate the delays associated with traditional systems. The
Minister said that timely financial assistance will enable students to focus
more effectively on their education. Mr Chouhan noted that the NSP-DBT
system will make scholarship distribution more transparent, faster and
seamless. He also emphasized on strengthening agricultural education,
research and practical training to prepare students for the future of Indian
agriculture.

<><>ARZOO/SUPARNA/0430/HRS

SKS NP-I 10-08-2026
JADHAV- YOGA AND NATUROPATHY

AYUSH Minister Prataprao Jadhav today said that Yoga and
Naturopathy should complement modern medicine, with greater focus on
prevention, health promotion, lifestyle modification, rehabilitation and
wellness. He said this while chairing the Fifth Meeting of the Parliamentary
Consultative Committee of the Ministry of AYUSH in New Delhi. The AYUSH
Ministry said that the meeting focused on Yoga and Naturopathy and
deliberated on their growing relevance in preventive healthcare, healthy
lifestyles, rehabilitation and holistic well-being. Mr Jadhav said that Yoga
and Naturopathy hold a distinct place in India's rich knowledge tradition



and offer holistic, drug-free approaches focused on health promotion and
overall well-being. He said Yoga contributes to physical, mental and
emotional well-being, while Naturopathy emphasises nutrition, lifestyle
modification, natural therapies and the body's inherent healing capacity. He
said Yoga and Naturopathy can support healthy ageing, rehabilitation,
mental health, stress and pain management, maternal and child health and
wellness. Emphasising the need to integrate India’s traditional knowledge
systems with modern scientific research and evidence, Mr Jadhav said that
tradition is the country's strength, science is its evidence, and quality is its
priority. The Ministry identified seven priority areas, including strengthening
education and infrastructure, promoting scientific research, improving
certification and professional standards, ensuring quality and
standardisation, expanding community-level access, promoting wellness
tourism, and taking India's Yoga and Naturopathy traditions to the global
stage with scientific evidence and quality standards.<>

ARZOO/SUPARNA/2204 HRS

SANJIO EP-1
10-08-2026
BIJP-NADDA

BJP today accused Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
of disrupting parliamentary proceedings and shifting the goalpost of
discussions. Talking to the media in New Delhi, BJP Leader J P Nadda
claimed that Mr Gandhi's objective is not to engage in dialogue but to
spread chaos. He said that the government has consistently expressed its
willingness to hold discussions and Home Minister Amit Shah is ready to
answer every question on every issue. Mr Nadda added that the
government's stance has always been simple and that is to let the House
function.

Byte- JP Nadda
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SANJIO EP-1 10.08.2026
EVE IMD WEATHER



The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
colour warning for Himachal Pradesh and East Rajasthan for heavy to very
heavy rainfall for tomorrow. According to IMD, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Chhattisgarh, Gangetic West Bengal, Gujarat, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi will experience heavy rainfall at isolated places
tomorrow. Similar conditions are going to prevail over Jammu-Kashmir,
Ladakh, Konkan, Goa, Central Maharashtra, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
Tripura, Odisha, Punjab, Uttarakhand, West Madhya Pradesh and West
Rajasthan. The weather agency has said that isolated heavy to very heavy
rainfall is likely over the Western Himalayan Region during the week.

<><>AMAN/2002

SKS NP I
10.08.2026
JAISHANKAR - BIMAL PATEL

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar met Prof. Bimal Patel today
and congratulated him on his recent election as a Judge of the
International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea. In a social media post, Dr
Jaishankar wished him the best for a successful tenure.<>
SUPARNA/2232 HRS

SKS NP-I
10.08.2026
LS FOREST LAND

Government today said the Green India Mission is being implemented
since 2015-16 with the objective of restoring degraded forest and non-
forest landscapes through an integrated landscape approach. Minister of
State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change said in a written reply in
Lok Sabha that GIM has brought over one lakh 84 thousand hectares under
eco-restoration in 17 States and one Union Territory since 2015-16. The
Ministry is also implementing Nagar Van Yojana for development of 600
Nagar Vans and 400 Nagar Vatikas during 2020-21 to 2026-27 to enhance
urban green cover and ecological benefits. The Nagar Vans significantly
contribute towards green cover and create ecological assets with potential
to improve air quality and micro-climate. Under GIM, over 57 crore rupees
have been allocated during 2026-27 so far to Chhattisgarh, Haryana,



Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Sikkim and Uttar Pradesh for approved
activities.<>
SUPARNA/2229 HRS

EVE. RIJIJU DISCUSSION

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju today said that the
Government is ready for a detailed discussion in Parliament regarding the
recent student protests and related issues. Assuring that Home Minister
Amit Shah is ready to respond to every point, Mr Rijiju stated that citizens
have a right to know the facts. He urged the Opposition to maintain order
on the floor and refrain from further obstructing proceedings. Speaking to
reporters at the Parliament premises after the Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) meeting, Mr Rijiju appealed to the Opposition to allow
the House to function so that Home Minister Amit Shah makes a statement
about the students’ protest and addresses all concerns raised by the
opposition members.

(S/B: Kiren Rijiju)

The Minister emphasized that the Government has never shied away
from parliamentary debates. He highlighted that during the BAC meeting,
the government clearly communicated its willingness to hold a
comprehensive discussion on the matter.

RS - TAXATION BILL

Parliament has passed the Taxation and Other Laws Amendment Bill
2026 today with Rajya Sabha returning it to Lok Sabha after discussion.
Lok Sabha has already passed the Bill. Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman moved the bill.

The Bill seeks to amend the Payment and Settlement Systems Act,
2007, the Income-tax Act, 2025, and the Finance Act, 2026. The bill will
replace the Income-tax (Amendment) Ordinance, 2026, which was
promulgated on 5th June this year. The Ordinance was promulgated with
the objective of mitigating the impact of external economic shocks,
ensuring stability in the domestic economy and supporting key sectors
affected by the prevailing global conditions by amending certain provisions



of the Act. The Bill further exempts foreign institutional investors and the
Bank for International Settlements from paying income tax on interest
earned on investments in government securities. The exemption will apply
to income arising on or after 1st April this year. Previously, under the
Income-tax Act, interest income was taxed at 20 per cent, short-term
capital gains at 30 per cent and long-term capital gains at 12.5 per cent.
The Bill further amends the Income-tax Act to exempt income earned by
certain foreign companies from the sale of rough diamonds in a notified
special zone.

Replying to the discussion, Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that the objective of the Bill is to strengthen India’s
manufacturing ecosystem, attract further investment, generate
employment, and promote manufacturing activities. She said the second
major reform relates to providing tax exemptions to foreign companies
procuring data services from specified data centres in India. Ms Sitharaman
noted that the measure will enhance ease of doing business for global
cloud service providers, expand India’s data centre ecosystem, and support
the development of Al-driven data cities. She informed that these reforms
will significantly benefit Indian companies as existing data centers will
expand their operations.

(Byte - Nirmala Sitharaman)



