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President Droupadi Murmu today said education is the foundation of
character building, social transformation and nation-building. Inaugurating
the Jagadguru Kripalu University at Cuttack in Odisha, she called upon



universities to nurture ethical, skilled and socially responsible citizens. The
President said educational institutions will play a decisive role in achieving
the goals of Viksit Bharat 2047 and Viksit Odisha 2036. The President is on
a three-day visit to her home state Odishafrom today. She inaugurated the
Jagadguru Kripalu University at Cuttack this evening. Speaking on the
occasion, the President said education is not merely means of acquiring
knowledge but the foundation for character building, social transformation
and nation-building. She said universities must create an environment that
enables young people to realize their potential through value-based
education, research, innovation, entrepreneurship and skill development.
The President urged the university to give priority to the education of girls,
tribal students and other disadvantaged sections.

National Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has accused the
opposition of not participating in the discussion on important bills. Talking
to media outside Parliament, MrRijiju said that in the Lok Sabha today, the
Supreme Court (Number of Judges)Amendment Bill, 2026 was passed but
no member from Opposition parties took partin the discussion. The Minister
said, similarly, in the Rajya Sabha, the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Development (Amendment) Bill 2026 was passed, but the
opposition did not participate. Mr Rijiju added that the opposition members
outside the parliament claimed that they are not being allowed to speak in
the House, but when they are given the opportunity, they do not want to
speak. Meanwhile, Congress President and Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, demanded a statement from the
Government in the House regarding the alleged police action against the
students, who were protesting at Jantar Mantar on the NEET Paper leak
issue. Talking to reporters outside Parliament, Mr Kharge said that the
Home Minister Amit Shah should come to Parliament and make a
statement regarding the issue.

The Government has revised the Special Additional Excise Duty on exports
of petrol, diesel and Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF). The Government has
notified the new rates for the next fortnight, saying that the export duty on
diesel will now be 25.50 rupees per litre (including 1.50 rupees Road and
Infrastructure Cess), while the exports duty on ATF has been raised to
22rupees per litre. Meanwhile, the export duty on petrol has been



increased to 3.50 rupees per litre. The revised rates, notified by the
Finance Ministry, came into effect from today. However, there is no change
in the existing excise duty on petrol and diesel meant for domestic
consumption. The Special Additional Excise Duty on exports of petrol,
diesel and ATF was introduced with effect from 27th March this year to
ensure adequate domestic availability of petroleum products by
discouraging exports amid the West Asia crisis. The duty rates are
reviewed every fortnight, with the previous revision coming into effect on
the 16th of last month. The rates are determined based on the average
international prices of crude oil, petrol, diesel and ATF prevailing during the
period since the last review. development.

The Ministry of Road Transport has provided a draft notification proposing
an amendment to the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989 to bringtwo-
wheeled road ambulances for emergency medical care. The Ministry
underlined that the proposed emergency ambulance service will support
faster emergency response and improve access to emergency medical care
in remote areas. The Ministry also issued a draft notification proposing
amendments to the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, for the phased
implementation of Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V) communication systems in
motor vehicles. It said that the V2V communication will help to line up
crucial information that can provide advance warnings to drivers or vehicle
systems in safety-critical situations, including sudden braking, forward-
collision risk, unsafe lanechanges and the approach of emergency
vehicles. The legal team representing Bangladeshi Hindu monk Chinmoy
Krishna Das has voiced deep concern over the deliberate pacing of his
release process. Chinmoy Krishna Das, a leading spokesperson for
Bangladesh’s Sanatani Hindu community, was arrested at Dhaka’s Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport on November 25,2024, on sedition charges.
His arrest triggered widespread agitation across the country, culminating in
violent clashes between security personnel and his supporters outside the
Chattogram Court Building on 27th November, 2024. Speaking to a news
agency, Chinmoy Das’s defence attorney, Apurba Kumar Bhattacharjee,
said, the state mechanism has repeatedly stacked charges to prolong his
incarceration. He said, despite securing bail in the original sedition charge
and several subsequent cases, awe of fresh charges continues to keep the
minority rights advocate behind bars.

EVELS - SC JUDGE BILLL:



Lok Sabha has passed the Supreme Court (Number of Judges)Amendment
Bill, 2026. The bill aims to further amend the Supreme Court (Numberof
Judges) Act, 1956, for increasing the number of Judges of the Apex
Courtfrom the present 33 to 37 (excluding the Chief Justice of India). In
May thisyear, President Droupadi Murmu had promulgated an ordinance to
increase thenumber of Supreme Court Judges from 33 to 37. When the
House met after thesecond adjournment at 2:00 PM, Union Minister of Law
and Justice Arjun RamMeghwal moved the Supreme Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill, 2026. Hesaid that under the visionary leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, themantra of Reform, Perform and
Transform is being effectively implemented. TheMinister said that the Bill is
an important step in that ongoing reform processwithin the judicial sector.
Mr Meghwal said, the bill has been brought in viewof the rising humber of
pending cases in the Supreme Court and to make thejudicial system more
efficient and effective. He said, this step will furtherstrengthen judicial
capacity, expedite the effective disposal of cases, andmark an important
milestone in ensuring timely justice for citizens. (Byte -Arjun Ram
Meghwal)Ourcorrespondent reports the volume of litigation in the Supreme
Court hasconstantly been on the rise due to a persistent gap between
institution andfinal disposal of cases in the Court. As on 1st of January this
year, over 92thousand cases are pending in the Supreme Court. Even while
working atnear-full sanctioned capacity of 34 Judges since 2019, the
Supreme Courtrecorded institution of 75 thousand 410 fresh matters last
year against adisposal of more than 65 thousand cases. EVERS — MSME:
Rajya Sabha haspassed the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Development (Amendment) Bill2026. The Bill aims to further amend the
Micro, Small and Medium EnterprisesDevelopment Act, 2006. It aims to
address payment delays and simplify disputeresolution. The Bill provides
that every central public sector enterprise mustsettle all invoices for
procurement of goods or services from MSMEs on theTrade Receivables
Discounting System. As per the bill, if mediation fails incase of dispute,
then, the reference for arbitration must be made within 30days from the
date of termination of mediation. It also adds that an award mustbe made
within 90 days from the date of completion of pleadings.

REV. EVE POJKPROTESTS:

The situation in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK)
worsenedovernight as protesters refused to disperse and security forces



allegedlyopened fire on demonstrators. Reports from PoJK said that the
security forceslaunched a midnight crackdown on protesters, with gunfire
reported inRawalakot. An Intelligence Bureau official said the reported
gunfire came asscores of women and children joined the ongoing protest.
Many women andchildren have remained at the protest site for the past 50
days, with dozensmore joining them yesterday. People fromacross PolJK
have joined the agitation, which is now spreading rapidly acrossthe region.
According to data updated by the Human Rights Council ofPakistan-
occupied Jammu & Kashmir as of yesterday, a total of 80 fatalitieshave
been documented.



