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TELANGANA GOLD MINING JV

Telangana Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka has directed
Singareni officials to explore a joint venture with Karnataka's Hatti Gold
Mines for future gold mining projects. He gave these instructions during a
visit to the Hatti and UTI gold mines in Raichur district, Karnataka, on the
second day of his tour to the region.

The Deputy CM, who also holds the Finance and Energy portfolios,
said combining the technical expertise of both public sector companies
could improve India's domestic gold production. He noted that Hatti Gold
Mines has vast experience in gold exploration, mining, processing and
refining, and suggested that Singareni's technical skills in coal and mineral
mining be combined with this experience.

Bhatti Vikramarka said gold plays a key role in the country's

SAPTHAGIRI, RNU,HYDERABAD/MAIL0525

SITHARAMAN-US
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman arrived in the US for a six-day

visit, during which she will participate in the G20 Finance Ministers’ eeting

and hold talks with CEOs and business leaders to discuss investment
opportunities. Sitharaman reached at Chicago’s O'Hare International Airport
on Thursday following a three-day visit to Canada, where she took part in
the inaugural India-Canada Economic and Financial Dialogue.In Chicago,
the ministerr will participate in a roundtable conference with prominent
investors and engage with leading CEQOs, presidents and senior
representatives of the private sector. The discussions will focus on India's
investment opportunities, economic outlook and areas for strengthening
business and investment partnerships between India and the United
States. Sitharaman will also visit the Polsky Centre for
Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the University of Chicago, where she
will exchange perspectives on entrepreneurship, innovation, technology
commercialisation and strengthening linkages with India's rapidly
expanding startup and innovation ecosystem. The Union finance minister
will later interact with members of the Indian community in Chicago.



PM-TASHKENT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark for his two day visit to
Uzbekistan today. The Prime Minister will visit Tashkent at the invitation of
the President of Uzbekistan, Mr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev. This will be Prime
Minister’s fourth visit to Uzbekistan. Prime Minister’s Office in a statement
said that during his two-day visit, Mr Modi will hold delegation-level talks
with President Mirziyoyev to further strengthen the strategic partnership
between India and Uzbekistan. More from Our Correspondent...
(V/C-SUSHIL)

During the visit, both Leaders will have discussions on the entire
gamut of issues of bilateral Importance in Tashkent. India is among top 10

trade partners of Uzbekistan with bilateral trade of around one billion which
is the result of the manifold increase of the trade in the last few years.
Medical, Mining and Defence are few of the important sectors in which
there is a lot of potential for cooperation. India has longstanding and wide-
ranging cooperation with Uzbekistan in the field of defence. A Joint
Working Group on Defence was established in 2019. India and Uzbekistan

regularly participate in joint military exercises "DUSTLIK”, and the seventh
edition of this exercise was conducted in Uzbekistan in April 2026. In View

of this, the visit of PM Modi becomes very important and is expected to lay
the foundation for further cementing strategic and business partnership
between both countries.

PM - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people of the
country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani at 11
AM on Sunday. It will be the 137th episode of the monthly radio
programme. The programme will be broadcast across the entire Akashvani
and Doordarshan network, the AIR News website, and the Newsonair
mobile app. It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR
News, DD News, the PMO, and the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Akashvani will broadcast the programme in regional
languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.



IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange alert for
heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated places of Odisha. The Met
department predicted heavy rainfall over Bihar, Chhattisgarh, East Madhya
Pradesh, Gangetic West Bengal, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand and North-Eastern
states tomorrow. The department also forecasted thunderstorms
accompanied with lightning likely to hit isolated places of Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu Puducherry & Karaikal and Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh.
Meanwhile, parts of Delhi received very light to light rain today. IMD has
said that the national capital will witness partly cloudy sky tomorrow.

SCINDIA - SANCHAR SAATHI

Communications Minister Jyotiraditya M. Scindia today hailed the citizen
centric initiative, Sanchar Saathi’s record recovery of lost or stolen mobile
handsets in a single month across the country. In a social media post, Mr
Scindia said that Sanchar Saathi has helped to recover 77 thousand 692
lost or stolen mobile handsets in the month of July. He also described the
achievement as milestone powered by citizen trust, smarter technology and
seamless coordination between department of Telecommunications,
telecom operators and the police departments across the country. The
Ministry of Communications said that the accomplishment highlights
growing public trust in the initiative, showcasing citizen empowerment
through technology-driven governance. It said that the significant mark is
the result of a robust and indigenous platform, integrated automated
workflows and real-time device traceability. A lost or stolen handset can be
reported by the citizen on Sanchar Saathi in simple steps through the
www.sancharsaathi.gov.in portal or the Mobile App. Once reported the
mobile handsets is blocked in Indian telecom network preventing the
misuse of such devices. Any attempt to use the lost or stolen handset is
captured by the network generating alert to the citizen and the police
station for recovering and return to rightful owner.



REV. FOREX RESERVES

India’s foreign exchange reserves surged by 12.4 billion US dollars (USD)
to a record high of 729.3 billion US dollars during the week ended August
21. According to the Reserve Bank of India data, Foreign currency assets,
the largest component of the reserves, increased by 9.4 billion USD to
591.3 billion USD during the week. Gold reserves added 2.8 billion USD to
114.2 billion US dollars. Special Drawing Rights rose by 112 million USD to
18.8 billion USD. Country's reserve position with the International Monetary
Fund added 26 million USD to around 4.9 billion USD.

REV GOVT - SUGAR

The Government has said that there is no shortage of sugar in the country
and all necessary measures will be taken for adequate availability of sugar
at reasonable prices. Consumer Affairs Ministry said that ex-mill sugar
prices have declined by around 20 per cent in recent days, while retail
sugar prices have also started coming down. The Ministry said, it has taken
a series of proactive measures to ensure adequate availability of sugar and
prevent artificial tightening of supplies in the domestic market. The
Government has been closely monitoring sugar prices, stocks and
movement across the country. Our correspondent reports that Government
has decided to introduce a fortnightly sugar allocation system from next
month, replacing the existing monthly quota system to ensure that sugar
reaches the market in a timely manner.



FUR REV INDIA - NEPAL FLASH FLOOD

The Ministry of External Affairs has said that 320 Indian nationals remain
uncontactable or are reportedly missing following the flash flood tragedy
on Wednesday. Addressing the media in New Delhi today, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that around 100 people of
Indian origin, holding other nationalities also remain uncontactable. He
said 63 Indian nationals working at the Trishuli-1 Hydropower Project were
rescued from the affected area. He said, another 96 Indian nationals who
were stranded on the Chinese side have safely crossed into Nepal by land
and efforts are underway to evacuate them. Mr Jaiswal informed the media
that twenty-one Indian nationals from Tamil Nadu, who had arrived in
Kathmandu from the flood-affected area yesterday, have reached New
Delhi this afternoon.

(Byte - Randhir Jaiswal)

Meanwhle, the third flight carrying ten tonnes of humanitarian
assistance has departed for Kathmandu. External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar informed this in a social media post. The Minister said that the
assistance includes portable generator sets, dignity kits, food packets and
water purification tablets. Dr Jaishankar said that an 11-member team of
doctors, paramedics and Recce team for Tunnel rescue operations is also
on-board. He also reiterated India’s support to Nepal’s ongoing relief and
rescue efforts. Earlier, India had sent more than 47 tonnes of emergency
relief supplies in two flights. External Affairs Minister Dr Jaishankar today
met the group of 21 pilgrims belonging to Tamil Nadu in New Delhi who
were rescued from Nepal. Later talking to the media, he thanked the
government of Nepal and its Army for the rescue efforts.

(Byte - Dr Jaishankar)
On the Chinese side, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Jaiswal said
that around 400 Indian nationals are safe and in contact with their families.
He said, the Indian Embassy in Beijing is coordinating with local
authorities, team leaders and travel agents to facilitate their evacuation.Mr
Jaiswal said that the government has set up a control room in the Ministry
of External Affairs, which is working round the clock. He said, Indian
embassies, both in Kathmandu and Beijing, have also set up 24 X 7
helplines.
(Byte - Randhir Jaiswal)



INDIA - NEPAL FLASH FLOOD

The death toll from devastating flash floods in Nepal and Tibet has risen to
579, with 1924 people still missing. According to the date released by the
Nepal's National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority
(NDRRMA) 579 bodies have been recovered so far, while 101 injured
people are undergoing treatment in hospitals. The missing figure of 1,924
includes people from hydropower projects, foreign nationals, civilians and
security and government personnel. As many as 933 people from
hydroelectric projects are reported missing, while 517 foreign nationals
remain unaccounted for.

Meanwhile India has stepped up humanitarian assistance to Nepal

affected by flash floods as the third flight carrying ten tonnes of
humanitarian assistance has departed for Kathmandu last evening. External
Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar informed this in a social media post that
the assistance includes portable generator sets, dignity kits, food packets
and water purification tablets. Dr Jaishankar said that an 11-member team
of doctors, paramedics and Recce team for Tunnel rescue operations is
also on-board. He also reiterated India’s support to Nepal’s ongoing relief
and rescue efforts.
The Ministry of External Affairs has said that 320 Indian nationals remain
uncontactable or are reportedly missing following the flash flood tragedy
on Wednesday. External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said,
around 100 people of Indian origin, holding other nationalities also remain
uncontactable. Addressing the media in New Delhi yesterday, Mr Jaiswal
said that 63 Indian nationals working at Trishuli-1 Hydropower Project
were rescued from the affected area. Mr Jaiswal informed the media that
twenty-one Indian nationals from Tamil Nadu, who had reached
Kathmandu from the flood-affected area have arrived in New Delhi
yesterday.



