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PM BISHKEK VISIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi today interacted with
the 'Friends of India' in Bishkek on the first day of his two-day visit to
Kyrgyzstan. Four delegations working with India in various fields, including
Yoga and Manas Academy, were present on the occasion. After this, Prime
Minister Modi paid floral tributes to Mahatma Gandhi at his statue situated
at the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Park in Bishkek. The Prime Minister will
also hold bilateral meetings today with leaders of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) member states. These include meetings with the Heads
of State of Russia, Iran, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia. Tomorrow, on the
second and final day of his visit to Kyrgyzstan, PM Modi will address the
26th Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.

INS NIPUN COMMISSIONED: The Indian Navy today commissioned INS
Nipun, the second Diving Support Vessel (DSV) of the Nistar-class, at Naval
Dockyard, Mumbai. Speaking at the commissioning ceremony, Chief of the
Naval Staff, Admiral Krishna Swaminathan, said that amid a period of
strategic churn, Nipun is going to be a powerful addition to the Navy’s
specialised underwater capabilities required for multi-domain deep-water
operations at sea. He added that Nipun will significantly enhance the
Western Naval Command'’s capabilities for complex underwater operations
as a dedicated diving support and submarine rescue vessel. Indigenously
designed and constructed by Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL),
Visakhapatnam, Nipun is a purpose-built platform designed to support a
wide spectrum of diving and underwater operations. The ship is equipped
with modern diving systems and underwater intervention capabilities,
enabling sustained support to divers operating in demanding conditions at
sea. The ship incorporates modern systems for navigation, platform
management and precise station-keeping, complemented by specialised
facilities for diving, underwater intervention and medical support.

MAHAKAL PROCESSION TODAY: The fifth procession of Lord Mahakal
will be held in Ujjain today. It is part of the processions held during the
holy month of Sawan-Bhado. Baba Mahakal will tour the city and bless his
devotees. Devotees will see him in five different forms. This time, the main
theme of the procession is the 84 Mahadevs. Grand tableaus of the ancient



84 Mahadevs of Ujjain will be a major attraction for devotees. The
procession will leave the temple at 4 PM after prayers. It will pass through
Mahakal Ghati, Gudri, Bakshi Bazaar and Kaharwadi before reaching Ram
Ghat. Here, Lord Mahakal will be bathed with water from the Shipra River.
The procession will then pass through Kartik Chowk, Dhaba Road, Chhatri
Chowk, Gopal Mandir and Patni Bazaar. It will return to the Mahakaleshwar
Temple at around 8 PM.

TENNIS: US OPEN 2026: In US Open, Novak Djokovic's chase for
his 25th major title ended in a shock first-round defeat to of Argentina at
Arthur Ashe Stadium in New York. The Argentine won the game 7-6(5) 5-7
4-6 6-2 6-1. In one of the most drama-filled opening matches in Grand
Slam history, Djokovic was brought down not just by a relentless
opponent, but by an accumulation of physical ailments. The 39-year-old
battled heat, illness and exhaustion before breaking down in tears as the
Argentine pulled away in the deciding set. <><><>

DAY WOMEN'S CRICKET: In Women's Cricket, Bangladesh will take on
Indonesia in the Group B match of Women's T20 Asia Cup in Dubai today .
The match is scheduled to begin at 8:00 PM Indian Standard Time.

PM — KYRGYZSTAN: Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Bishkek
yesterday on a two-day visit to Kyrgyzstan. Mr Modi will attend 26th
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit being held in
Kyrgyzstan, today and tomorrow. Prime Minister Modi will attend heads-of-
state session tomorrow. He was received at the airport by Kasymaliev
Adylbek Aleshovich, chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers. A traditional
Kyrgyz dance performance was also organised to welcome him. Mr Modi is
visiting Kyrgyzstan at the invitation of President Sadyr Zhaparov for the
26th SCO Summit. PM Modi is also expected to meet several SCO leaders
on the sidelines of the summit. In his departure statement on Saturday, Mr
Modi said he is looking forward to advancing India’s vision for the region,
based on “security, connectivity and opportunity”. He also said India will
work with SCO members towards a region free from “terrorism, separatism
and extremism". Mr Modi will also attend the opening ceremony of the 6th



World Nomad Games. He said the visit will strengthen India’s strategic
partnerships in Central Asia, deepen its civilisational connect with the
region and advance the shared pursuit of peace, stability and prosperity.
The summit theme is “25 Years of the SCO: Together Towards Sustainable
Peace, Development and Prosperity. The summit’s priorities include
counter-terrorism, regional stability and coordination on cross-border
threats. The Bishkek Declaration and other summit texts are expected to
be finalised during heads-of-state session tomorrow.

PM UZBEKISTAN-OUTCOME: Prime Minister Narendra Modi concluded a
successful two-day State Visit to Tashkent, Uzbekistan, yesterday following
talks with President Shavkat Mirziyoyev to deepen bilateral ties. Both
leaders agreed to elevate India-Uzbekistan relations to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. The outcomes of the visit extend well beyond the
signing of 11 agreements. From critical minerals and uranium to trade,
defence, digital payments and education; from Hindi and Sanskrit to sports
and heritage conservation, the two-day visit has given a broad and
comprehensive framework to the India-Uzbekistan relationship. The
elevation of ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, coupled with
the five-billion-dollar trade target, long-term energy cooperation and
greater engagement at the state and city levels, is expected to provide
fresh momentum to India's engagement with Uzbekistan and the wider
Central Asian region.

INDIA-7 PER CENT GROWTH IN FY27: Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that India is likely to sustain an economic growth rate of 7
per cent or more in the financial year 2026-27, continuing the momentum
recorded in the years since the Covid-19 pandemic. Addressing the Indian
diaspora in Chicago during her US visit, she said that India was likely to
maintain its growth momentum despite geopolitical uncertainties and
supply-chain disruptions following the US-Iran conflict and the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz. She said that the disruption in the Strait of Hormuz
due to the Middle East conflict initially affected supplies of key commodities
such as crude, petroleum products and fertilisers to India, but the country
managed to reroute supplies.



