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NEELAM DP-I 14.08.2026
PM - INDEPENDENCE DAY (V/C)

The nation will celebrate the 80th Independence Day tomorrow.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lead the celebrations from the iconic Red
Fort in Delhi. The flower petals will be showered at the venue by two Mi-17
helicopters of the Indian Air Force. The unfurling the National Flag will be
synchronised with the 21 Gun Salute. After the showering of flower petals,
the Prime Minister will address the Nation from the ramparts of the Red
fort. More from our correspondent.

(V/C - DIPENDRA/ANAND)

The grand event is set to commemorate 150 years of the
enduring legacy of the National Song Vande Mataram and
celebrate the enerqy, aspirations and pivotal contribution of Yuva
Shakti in driving India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat by 2047.
For the first time, Vande Mataram will be rendered during the
celebrations at Red Fort. The cadets of National Cadet Corps and

My Bharat volunteers will sing the National Song Vande Mataram
followed by the National Anthem. A total of two thousand 500 boy

and girl cadets of Army, Navy and Air Force and My Bharat
volunteers will participate in the celebrations. Around five
thousand Special Guests, from different walks of life, have been
invited to witness the celebrations at Red Fort. These include
Artisans under PM Vishwakarma scheme, Women Entrepreneurs
under PM Mudra Yojana, Street vendors under PM SVANidhi and
Taxi Drivers of Bharat Taxi. Delhi Police has also made elaborate

security arrangement in the national capital. Around 15 thousand
security personnel from various agencies have been deployed.
One thousand CCTV cameras have been installed at Red Fort. To
promote patriotic fervor among citizens and celebrate
Independence Day, a number of band performances are being

held at 343 prominent locations across the country. With
Dipendra Kumar, Anand Kumar, Akashvani News Delhi.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1144



NEELAM DP-1 14.08.2026
CBI - PRESIDENT MEDAL

Twenty one officials of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) have
been honoured with President’s Medal for Distinguished Service and Medal
for Meritorious Service, on the occasion of Independence Day-2026.
President's Medal for Distinguished Service have been awarded to six
officials. These include Shobha Dutta, Assistant Inspector General of Police,
Manoj Banerjee, Additional Superintendent of Police, Ginni Rana, Additional
Superintendent of Police and Sanjay Kumar Samal, Deputy Superintendent
of Police, CBI.

<><>DIPENDRA/1108

NEELAM DP-I 14.08.2026
SHAH - DRUG KINGPIN

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) has secured the return of fugitive drug kingpin Virender
Singh Basoya from the UAE. He said, this marks a new milestone in the
government’s policy of zero tolerance against narcotics. In a social media
post, Mr Shah said that the Narendra Modi government is relentlessly
tracking down drug traffickers hiding abroad and destroying their entire
ecosystem with a ruthless approach. The Minister said that by tracing the
criminal through a top-to-bottom and bottom-to-top approach, country's
agencies have once again proven that no matter where drug traffickers
hide, they cannot escape the long arm of Indian law.

<><>DIPENDRA/1016

SHUKLA MP-1
14.08.2026
REV. UTTARAKHAND - TUNNEL

In Uttarakhand, seven people died and 14 sustained injuries
following landslide and water seepage in an under construction tunnel at a
hydroelectric project site in Chamoli district yesterday evening. Twentyone
people have been brought out of the tunnel. Of them, seven were declared
dead, while 14 others have sustained injuries and are undergoing
treatment at a nearby hospital. We spoke to Vinod Kumar Suman,
Secretary of Disaster Management and Rehabilitation Department, about



the latest update on the incident:
(S/B - Vinod Kumar Suman)

The incident occurred at Tehri Hydro Development Corporation's
project site in Pipalkoti area. Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami expressed
concern over the incident and directed all agencies to conduct relief and
rescue operations on a war footing.

PTI/0725
SHUKLA DP-1
14.08.2026
SHUKLA MP-I
14.08.2026

PM PARTITION DAY

On Partition Horrors Remembrance Day, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has remembered the courage of all those who were impacted by
Partition. In a social media post, Mr Modi termed the partition as a moment
in history that tore apart several lives, where families were uprooted, loved
ones were lost and immense suffering was endured. Mr Modi added that at
the same time, people overcame this and rebuilt their lives from nothing,
turned adversity into achievement and contributed immensely to the
nation’s progress. The Prime Minister highlighted that their life journeys
remind everyone of the strength of the human spirit. He also wished that
the day deepens everyone's resolve to preserve harmony and brotherhood
in the country and collectively work towards building a Viksit Bharat.

SHUKLA MP-I

14.08.2026
ADD PM PARTITION DAY

The Prime Minister also shared a Sanskrit quote and paid
tribute to all the compatriots who emerged from the horrific era
of partition and made invaluable contributions to the nation's
progress. Mr Modi said that with their courage and strength, they
demonstrated how resolutions are fulfilled even in adverse
circumstances.

SHAH RAJNATH PARTITION DAY



Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
has paid homage to all those who lost their lives in the partition and to
those who struggled against the atrocities on Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that the day of 14
August 1947 stands witness to one of the most brutal chapters in history,
in which millions of people had to lose their lives and endure inhuman
suffering. He added that tens of millions were forced to abandon their
homes, property, and loved ones and become displaced. Mr Shah also said
that the on the Partition Horrors Remembrance Day, the Modi government
is conveying the memories of the tragedy to the youth, so that the forces
seeking to divide the country again can never succeed. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said that the day reminds everyone of the tragedy of India’s
Partition, which filled the lives of millions of families with profound sorrow,
displacement, and uncertainty. He added it is a remembrance of the
struggles, courage, sacrifice, and resilience of countless individuals who,
despite losing their homes, families, property, and loved ones,
demonstrated the resolve to rebuild their lives.

BHANU/0828
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CHANDIGARH - CBDC DBT

The Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) - Digital Rupee (eX) for
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) will be launched in the Union Territory of Chandiagrh
today. The initiative marks the next evolution by the Government of India
in welfare delivery - from physical distribution of subsidized foodgrains to
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) and now to purpose-bound digital delivery
through CBDC. Quoting official sources, our correspondent reports that
Chandigarh will be the first Union Territory in the country to undertake a
full-fledged roll-out of CBDC-based DBT for food subsidy under Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) beneficiaries. The launch will
be presided over by Punjab Governor and Administrator, U.T. Chandigarh,
Gulab Chand Kataria. Union Agriculture Minister, Shivraj Singh Chouhan will
be the Chief Guest. Union Minister of Education, Consumer Affairs, Food &



Public Distribution, Pralhad Joshi will be the Special Guest. Minister of State
for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Nimuben Jayantibhai
Bambhaniya, besides other dignitaries from the centre and the state would
also be present. The CBDC-based initiative would also be virtually launched
for Dadra and Nagar Haveli from Chandigarh.

RAJESH BALI/JALANDHAR/MAIL/0659

SHUKLA DP-1
14.08.2026

POLICE SERVICE MEDALS

The Government has announced Gallantry and Service Medals for
One thousand 57 personnel of the Police, Fire Services, Home Guard and
Civil Defence, and Correctional Services on the occasion of Independence
Day 2026. The Ministry of Home Affairs today released the list of 301
Medals for Gallantry (GM), including 272 for Police personnel and 29 for
Fire Service personnel.

The Medal for Gallantry is awarded for conspicuous acts of gallantry
in saving life and property, preventing crime, or apprehending criminals. Of
the 301 Gallantry Medals, 197 personnel from Left Wing Extremism-
affected areas, 51 from Jammu and Kashmir, 12 from the North-East and
41 from other regions are being awarded for their gallant actions.

A total of 92 President’s Medals for Distinguished Service (PSM) have
also been awarded. These include 83 for Police Service, four for Fire
Service, three for Civil Defence and Home Guard Service, and two for
Correctional Service.

In addition, 664 Medals for Meritorious Service (MSM) also been
awarded, including 606 to Police Service personnel, 28 to Fire Service
personnel, 18 to Civil Defence and Home Guard personnel, and 12 to
Correctional Service personnel.

ANKIT/0956 HRS
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14.08.2026

Us TARIFFS - DRONES
US President Donald Trump announced new tariffs of up to 100 per



cent on imports of unmanned drones and their components, saying the
move is aimed at reducing the United States’ reliance on foreign suppliers
in an industry largely dominated by China.

According to a White House statement, the decision was taken on
national security grounds. The new measures include a 100 per cent tariff
on certain unmanned aircraft systems, particularly larger drones weighing
more than 25 kilograms and systems equipped with capabilities considered
sensitive for national security. Smaller drones will face a lower tariff rate of
25 per cent under the new policy.

China currently plays a major role in the global drone market.
Chinese drone manufacturer DJI, which was founded in 2006, has captured
more than two-thirds of the global drone market in recent years, according
to several studies.

VISHAL/IANS/0808



