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Home Minister Amit Shah is scheduled to move the Kerala (Alteration of
Name) Bill, 2026 for consideration and passing in Rajya Sabha today to
alter the name of Kerala. The Lok Sabha had passed the Bill yesterday.
Rajya Sabha is also likely to take up the National Co-operative
Development Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2026 for consideration and
passing today. In the Lok Sabha the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 will be tabled for
consideration and passing. Yesterday, the proceedings of both the Houses
of Parliament were once again disrupted following opposition uproar on
various issues. Lok Sabha passed the National Co-operative Development
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2026 and The Rajya Sabha passed the
Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026.

India has reiterated that Arunachal Pradesh is an inalienable and integral
part of India and nothing can change this indisputable reality. Briefing
media in New Delhi yesterday, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said, in matters relating to the border areas between India
and China, New Delhi always emphasized that the maintenance of peace
and tranquility in these areas is of utmost importance for the overall
development of bilateral relations with China.

[S/B-MEA ON POK ISSUE - 26 SECS]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the autobiography of former
President Ram Nath Kovind, titled “Triumph of the Indian Republic: My
Life, My Struggles”, in New Delhi today. The Prime Minister will also
address a gathering on the occasion. The autobiography offers a deeply
personal account of former President Ram Nath Kovind's life journey,
tracing his experiences, struggles and achievements from his early years to



his distinguished public life and eventual service as the 14th President of
India. The book provides insights into the values, experiences and
circumstances that shaped his journey and public service.

Thousands of devotees across Keralam began offering Pithru Tharpanam
(ancestral homage) in the early hours today on the auspicious occasion of
Karkkidaka Vavu. The new moon day in the Malayalam month of
Karkkidakam is considered the most sacred day in Hindu tradition to
perform rites for departed souls, seeking their eternal peace and spiritual
liberation. The rituals started between 3.30 am and 5 am in most of the
temples.

CHAR DHAM YATRA

The Char Dham Yatra is progressing without interruption despite the
ongoing monsoon season, with enthusiasm among pilgrims remaining
remarkably high as the second phase of the pilgrimage gets underway.
Devotees from across the country continue to journey to the high-altitude
shrines to offer prayers at Kedarnath and Badrinath Dham. Shri Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple Committee (BKTC) Chairman Hemant Diwedi confirmed
that arrangements are holding up well against the seasonal rains, ensuring
steady and safe movement for all visitors.The Char Dham Yatra includes
the four major pilgrimage sites of Uttarakhand: Kedarnath, Badrinath,
Gangotri and Yamunotri.

SHIMLA-TIBETANS HUNGER STRIKE

Around 50 Tibetan men, women and elderly members began a 24-
hour hunger strike and peace protest at Chaura Maidan in Shimla,
demanding international attention to the Tibetan cause and opposing what
they described as efforts to undermine Tibetan language, culture and
religious identity. The protest, organised by the Regional Tibetan Women's
Association, Shimla, began at 4 pm today and is scheduled to conclude at 4



pm tomorrow. The protesters said the hunger strike was being held in
memory of Lobsang Rangzen, who, according to the organisers, self-
immolated outside the United Nations headquarters in New York on July 2
in protest against Chinese government policies.The protesters also raised
concerns over the preservation of the Tibetan language, traditional
religious practices and cultural identity, alleging that these were facing
increasing pressure.The organisers said the protest was being conducted
peacefully, with Tibetan flags and banners displayed at the venue. They
appealed to people in Shimla and supporters of the Tibetan movement to
express solidarity with the participants.

DURAND CUP: In Football, NorthEast United Football Club marched into
the quarter-finals with a perfect record in the group stages after
comfortably defeating FC1 by 3-1 in their final Group F fixture of the 135th
Durand Cup at the Indira Gandhi Stadium in Guwahati today. The
Highlanders completed their group-stage campaign with three wins from
three matches to finish as Group F winners.



