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VAJPAYEE - DEATH ANNIVERSARY: The nation pays homage to former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his death anniversary today. The
BJP stalwart had breathed his last on this day in 2018. Vajpayee served as
the Prime Minister on three occasions. His first term was for only 13 days
in 1996. He served his second term for a period of eleven months from
1998 to 1999 and then a full term from 1999 to 2004. He was awarded
India's highest civilian honour - Bharat Ratna - in 2015. Dignitaries will
pay floral tributes to the former Prime Minister at his memorial Sadaiv Atal

in the National Capital.

JHARKHAND - PROTEST: The JPSC-JSSC aspirants’ agitation in
Jharkhand has intensified, with students announcing fresh protest
programmes over alleged irregularities in recruitment examinations.

As part of the next phase of the agitation, student leader's have announced
that effigies of Chief Minister Hemant Soren and Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will be burnt across all 24 districts of Jharkhand today. They said
that their protest had entered its 22nd day, with their key demands still
unresolved. In Ranchi, the effigy-burning programme will be held at Albert



Ekka Chowk. The students are demanding cancellation of the JPSC 11th to
13th examinations and the JSSC-CGL examination, along with a CBI probe
into alleged irregularities. The JPSC-JSSC Reform Manch has given the
state government an ultimatum to take positive action by August 18th. The
protesters have also, for the first time, demanded the resignation of Chief
Minister Hemant Soren. They have announced a major protest outside the
Chief Minister’s residence on August 20th and said they would continue
their agitation there if their demands are not addressed. The Reform
Manch has said the agitation will be intensified in the coming days and will
draw inspiration from the ideas and spirit of Bhagat Singh. They reiterated
that the agitation would continue until concrete action is taken on their
demands.

NTA-ANSWER KEYS RELEASED: The National Testing Agency (NTA)
has released the provisional answer keys for 84 subjects of the UGC-NET
June 2026 examination. The NTA has also opened the challenge window,
which will remain open till the 18th of August. Candidates can challenge
the answer keys online through the official UGC-NET portal. The NTA said
that a processing fee of two hundred rupees per question challenged will
be applicable. It added that candidates must support each challenge with
documentary evidence. The Agency also noted challenges submitted
through any other mode will not be entertained. The last date for payment
of the processing fee is 18th of this month. The NTA said a Committee was
constituted to examine complaints regarding various types of errors in the
question papers for the remaining three subjects including English,
Commerce and Sociology. It said that based on the Committee's
recommendations, a separate Public Notice concerning these three subjects
will be issued later today. The NTA has advised candidates to rely only on
information published on its official website and verified social media
handles.

J&K-BUDHA AMARNATH YATRA: The 12-day long annual Shri Buddha
Amarnath Yatra 2026 to the ancient Baba Budha Amarnath Temple in
Rajpura village of Mandi Tehsil in Poonch district is scheduled to begin
tomorrow and will continue until August 28, 2026, culminating around
Raksha Bandhan. The first batch of the pilgrims will depart from the
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas in Jammu toward the border district of Poonch
tomorrow. Authorities have enforced strict multi-tier security and



surveillance across Poonch, Rajouri, and transit routes. The convoys of the
devotees will move under police escort, with additional Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) deployed. District administration and local bodies
have finalized arrangements, including water proof tents, community
kitchen (Langar) locations, parking layouts, and health care stations along
the pilgrimage route. The Budha Amarnath Yatra is an annual Hindu
pilgrimage held annually during the auspicious monsoon month of Shravan
(July-August) to the ancient Baba Budha Amarnath Temple dedicated to
Lord Shiva located in Rajpura village in Mandi Tehsil of Poonch district. The
shrine sits 4 thousand 600 feet above sea level and features a self-
manifested white stone Shivling.

KERALAM ONAM FESTIVAL: Keralam is getting into the festive spirit as
the state’s biggest annualfestival, Thiruvonam, will be celebrated on August
26. The Onam festivities begin today with Atham. Onam is not just a
one-day festival. The formal celebrations begin on Atham day, being
observed across the state from this morning. A highlight of Atham is the
Atha Pookkalam, the colourful floral carpet that households create, adding
a new layer of flowers each day until Thiruvonam. Another major attraction
is the grand Athachamayam procession at Tripunithura in central Kerala,
where the state’s rich culture and heritage come alive through traditional
art forms and performances. At Sabarimala, the temple opens today for the
monthly pooja, while the special Onam pooja will be held from August 24
to 28.

PM - WOMEN RESERVATION: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged

all parties to support the implementation of women's reservation in
Parliament and state assemblies without making it a political fight. In his
Independence Day address to the nation from the ramparts of Red Fort, Mr
Modi asked them to step forward to honour women and ensure that
country's women secure 33 per cent representation in the Legislative
Assemblies and the Lok Sabha as soon as possible. He said that women
should be given the opportunity to contribute to shaping India’s policies.
(Byte - Narendra Modi)

AMIT SHAH-RAJASTHAN VISIT: Union Home and Cooperation Minister

Amit Shah will lay the foundation stone of a new dairy plant at the Alwar
Saras Dairy Complex in Alwar, Rajasthan today. He will also e-inaugurate



the Dairy Processing Plants and Cattle Feed Plants of various milk unions.
At the event, the e-foundation stone will be laid and various development
works worth 6 thousand 262 crore rupees across 17 districts of Rajasthan
will be e-inaugurated. Additionally, appointment letters will be distributed
to more than 10 thousand five hundred newly appointed personnel under
the Rozgar Utsav. On the occasion, Mr Shah will also announce the
formation of new Central Cooperative Banks and will remotely transfer
funds to beneficiaries of various welfare schemes through Direct Benefit
Transfer. The Ministry said that these beneficiaries will include those
covered under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana and the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana.
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